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	Historical Question:

Were the attitudes of Progressive social reformers towards immigrants truly benevolent?




Author:

School:

District:

Overview:

(Include a brief historical background for your question)

Document Summary:

(Include teacher notes for each document, that is, how each document can be used in support of one or both positions.  What students should glean from each document?)

Document 1 shows that Jane Addams, a progressive social reformer, was taken aback by the forwardness of one young man (who we can assume is a young immigrant) and is concerned about the frivolity of the dance halls.  Jane seems to believe that dance halls are not respectable places for proper young ladies.  This document would thus point to the fact that progressive social reformers were a bit judgmental of immigrant customs and what those immigrants should be doing with their time.   

Document 2 shows…

Procedure (80 minutes):
1. Introduction of lesson, objectives, overview of SAC procedure (15 minutes)
2. SAC group assignments (30 minutes)
a. Assign groups of four and assign arguments to each team of two.

b. In each group, teams read and examine the Document Packet
c. Each student completes the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2), and works with their partner to prepare their argument using supporting evidence.

d. Students should summarize your argument in #3.

3. Position Presentation (10 minutes)
a. Team 1 presents their position using supporting evidence recorded and summarized on the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2 & #3) on the Preparation matrix.  Team 2 records Team 1’s argument in #4.

b. Team 2 restates Team 1’s position to their satisfaction.

c. Team 2 asks clarifying questions and records Team 1’s answers.
d. Team 2 presents their position using supporting evidence recorded and summarized on the Preparation part of the Capture Sheet (#2 & #3) on the Preparation matrix.  Team 1 records Team 2’s argument in #4.

e. Team 1 restates Team 2’s position to their satisfaction.
f. Team 1 asks clarifying questions and records Team 2’s answers.
4. Consensus Building (10 minutes)
a. Team 1 and 2 put their roles aside.

b. Teams discuss ideas that have been presented, and figure out where they can agree or where they have differences about the historical question
5. Closing the lesson (15 minutes)
a. Whole-group Discussion

b. Make connection to unit
c. Assessment (suggested writing activity addressing the question)

DOCUMENT PACKET

Document 1

As more young immigrants moved from farms in the country to urban areas, dance halls became a popular form of recreation. Many progressive reformers found these dance halls to be inappropriate and pushed to create alternative forms of entertainment for youth, like amusement parks.

	One Sunday night at twelve o’clock I walked past a large public dance hall. As I was standing by the rail, a young man approached me and quite simply asked me to introduce him to some ‘nice girl,’ saying that he did not know anyone there. I replied that a public dance hall was not the best place in which to look for a nice girl, and he said: ‘But I’m awfully lonesome since I came to Chicago.’ And then he added rather defiantly: ‘Some nice girls do come here. It’s one of the best halls in town.’

The public dance halls are filled with frivolous and irresponsible young people in a feverish search for pleasure. They are not a substitute for the old dances on the village green in which all of the older people in the village participated. Chaperonage then was not a social duty but natural and inevitable.

Let us fix this modern city so that it shall be free from the wickedness and weakness which tempt the young people who are living in its tenement houses and working in its factories.

Vocabulary

defiantly: boldly opposing

frivolous: Not having serious purpose or value

chaperonage: adult supervision

tenement: run-down and overcrowded apartment
Source: Excerpt from Jane Addams, The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets, 1909. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/35



Document 2

Headnote…

	Vocabulary

Source: 




Document 3

Headnote…

	Vocabulary

Source: 




Document 4

Headnote…

	Vocabulary

Source: 




Document 5

Headnote…

	Source: 




Document 6

Headnote…

	Source: 




Some of the language and phrasing in these documents have been modified from the originals.

CAPTURE SHEET


	Insert Historical Question




Preparation:

1. Highlight your assigned position.

Yes: King George III treated the colonists fairly.
No: King George III was harsh in his treatment of the colonists.
2. Read through each document searching for support for your side’s argument. Use the documents to fill in the chart (Hint: Not all documents support your side, find those that do):

	Document #
	What is the main idea of this document?
	What details support your position?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Work with your partner to summarize your arguments for your position using the supporting documents you found above:

Position Presentation:
4. You and your partner will present your position to your opposing group members. When you are done, you will then listen to your opponents’ position.

While you are listening to your opponents’ presentation, write down the main details that they present here:
Clarifying questions I have for the opposing partners:

How they answered the questions:

Consensus Building:

5. Put your assigned roles aside. Where does your group stand on the question? Where does your group agree? Where does your group disagree? Your consensus answer does not have to be strictly yes, or no.

We agree:

We disagree:

Our final consensus:
Don’t forget the rules of a successful academic controversy!


Practice active listening.


Challenge ideas, not each other


Try your best to understand the other positions


Share the floor: each person in a pair MUST have an opportunity to speak


No disagreeing until consensus-building as a group of four








