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Abstract

I am looking specifically at painted visual images of John Brown with African Americans.
The images by Thomas Hovenden and Horace Pippin recall (commemorate?) Brown on his way
to his hanging. The Hovenden image offers the unlikely but compelling story that Brown kissed
a black child on his way to the gallows. The Pippin image offers the black presence at the
hanging, or en route to the hanging, in much different terms, perhaps because it is a mid-
twentieth-century image.

| add to the discussion two Jacob Lawrence images of Brown and Douglass, and of
Brown, Douglass, and Tubman. In each case, | will be developing my own ideas on the
triangulation of black-white people and American subjects in American art which has already

been addressed by Albert Biome, among other American art historians.



