HELP STOP THE AIDS EPIDEMIC IN SOUTH AFRICA
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More than four million people today are living with HIV/AIDS in South Africa - more than in any other country in the world.  However, South Africa is now in the midst of a legal case that has the potential to save tens of thousands of lives every year.  You can make the difference. 

This year in South Africa, nearly 300,000 women with HIV will give birth. The majority do not know their HIV status and are not given information or medicine that can reduce the risk of HIV transmission to their children. As a consequence, at least 70,000 children will be infected with HIV during labor and through breastfeeding. They will suffer an unnecessary painful death. 

If scientifically proven mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) prevention programs were implemented, the number of children infected with HIV could be reduced by half.
The Treatment Action Campaign (the activist group in South Africa that was largely responsible for the victory in the widely-publicized lawsuit against multinational drug companies last year) has taken the government to court to force them to provide this simple preventative treatment to expectant mothers.  They insist that the government has the resources and capacity to do this -- mother-to-child prevention saves far more money than it costs. 

The Yale AIDS Network asks you to support TAC in their struggle to change government policy and the tragic course of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in South Africa. At heart, this court case is about giving women a choice and children a chance.

PETITION

We, the undersigned, write to ask the South African government to take action in the struggle against the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  Access to antiretroviral medications is a human right.  These medicines have been shown to dramatically decrease transmission of HIV to children.  Respected medical bodies worldwide - including the World Health Organization - recognize that the benefit of access to this medication for prevention of HIV transmission greatly outweighs potential risks.

We stand in solidarity with the Treatment Access Campaign’s legal action to guarantee access to HIV preventive therapy for pregnant women and infants as part of a comprehensive program for the prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV.  We urge you to immediately end the court case that has been brought against you by committing to programs to prevent vertical transmission of HIV in all government health facilities that offer antenatal care. 

Unless action is taken with all possible speed, millions will continue to needlessly die. Neither conscience nor common sense permits a delay in the full-scale implementation of programs to stop the spread the spread of HIV or treat those already living with the virus. 
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