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Saturday, April 20, 2002

Dear Roundtable Forum Participants:

Assalamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.  Welcome to “Rooting Islam in America,” the first in a series of initiatives in the northeast designed to address issues of importance to Muslim America today.  It is our hope, insha’Allah, to provide a forum through which we can understand and help shape the contemporary, ever-shifting social and political landscape surrounding Muslims in America.

On September 12th, people the world over began to grapple anew with questions of individual and communal identity, and the essential role of faith toward realizing justice.  In efforts to respond to new circumstances, American leaders have sharply defined our values in terms of black and white, have misapplied a discourse of “good” and “evil.”  Rather than furthering a coherent global vision, these unprincipled measures can oppose the very ideals of justice to which they aspire.  

As the debate concerning the future direction of this country rages across America, it compels American Muslims in particular to collect their disparate communities, recognizing their common situation and tremendous potential.  As members of American society, Muslims are in a unique position that equips them with the promise for realizing a full vision of justice.  

Our speakers today open a discussion on tangible means of articulating the role of American Muslims in this endeavor.  We begin by addressing individual identity, before moving to the larger community phenomenon of how indigenous culture percolates within an Islamic framework.  Next, we turn to the manner in which faith manifests itself within the new American context, and conclude by examining ways in which such a foundation directs our movement toward pursuing social justice through truly enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. 

This conference is not intended to be a mere intellectual exercise.  Instead, it is envisioned to provide a framework for concrete and systematic action plans for developing an American Muslim identity that will play a vital role in cultivating American society.  We thank you for participating in these important discussions and pray that the knowledge and wisdom imparted today will leave indelible marks on our lives and activism.  May Allah (swt) grant us success in our effort to move forward.  

Sincerely,

The Organizing Committee


Academic Program - SCSU Special Dining Hall

9:00 am – 9:30am
Breakfast
9:45am – 10:00am
Qur’anic Recitation 
Dr. Sherif Nasr
Opening Remarks, Part I 
Maimuna Farooqi 

First Panel

10:00am – 10:30am 
‘The Need for an Authentic Muslim-American Identity’ 

Dr. James Jones, Manhattanville College 

10:30am – 11:10am
Discussion of Presentation 
Precious Muhammad, Eman Tai 

Moderator - Homayra Ziad

Second Panel

11:15am – 11:45pm
‘Islam and Indigenous Culture: The Socio-Culture Challenge Before Muslims in America’

Dr. Umar Faruq Abd-Allah, Nawawi Foundation 

11:45pm – 12:25pm
Discussion of Presentation
Rumee Ahmed, Ayesha Chaudhry

Moderator – Intisar Rabb
12:30pm – 1:45pm
Lunch* & Prayer

1:50pm – 2:00pm
Opening Remarks, Part II 
Basit Koshul

Third Panel 

2:00pm – 2:30pm
‘Muslims in America: Between Civil and Sacred Religion’

Dr. Ingrid Mattson, Hartford Seminary

2:30pm – 3:10pm 
Discussion of Presentation

Ahmed Afzaal, Tannaz Haddadi
Moderator – Aijaz Dar

Fourth Panel

3:15pm – 3:45pm
‘Muslims Meaningfully Discussing Human Rights and Social Justice After 9/11’

Imam Zaid Shakir, SCSU and Masjid al-Islam

3:45pm – 4:25pm
Discussion of Presentation
Omar Muzaffer, Naveed Shaikh

Moderator - Mahan Mirza 

4:30pm – 5:30pm
Questions and Open Discussion
Moderator - Adnan Zulfiqar
5:30pm – 6:00pm
Prayer 

6:00pm – 7:30pm
Dinner & Spoken Word Event

Closing Remarks
Clifton Graves, SCSU

7:30pm – 8:00pm
Prayer 
8:15pm – 8:45pm
[Transportation between SCSU and Yale]
*CT MSA leaders should meet over lunch with Sarah Izfar 
to discuss the formation of a CT MSA Council.


Evening Program  -  Yale Law School Auditorium
9:00pm – 9:15pm
Qur’anic Recitation
Syaif Idris 
Opening Remarks
Sarah Izfar

Slide Show

9:15pm – 10:00pm
Slide Show - ‘In the Shade of the Tree’ 
Abdul Adheem Sanders

Lecture

10:00pm – 10:45pm
‘Living Islam in a Multi-Cultural World’

Sheikh Jihad Brown

10:45pm –11:00pm
Closing Remarks
Imam Zaid Shakir   


Dr. Umar Faruq Abd-Allah is an American Muslim, born in 1948 to a Protestant family of the Midwest. Early in 1970, he embraced Islam in Ithaca, New York while studying English literature at Cornell University as a Woodrow Wilson honorary fellow. He then changed his field of study and transferred to the University of Chicago in 1972, where he received his Ph.D. with honors in 1978 for a dissertation pertaining to the origins of Islamic Law. He taught at the Universities of Windsor (Ontario), Temple, and Michigan from 1977 until 1982, when he left America to teach Arabic in Granada (Spain). In 1984, he was appointed to the Department of Islamic Studies at King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah and taught Islamic studies and comparative religions there until 2000. During his years abroad, Dr. Abd-Allah had the fortune to study with several traditional Islamic teachers. He has written and published in Arabic and English, is fluent in Arabic, and acquainted with several ancient and modern tongues. He returned to Chicago in August of 2000 to work as General Director and scholar-in-residence at the newly founded Nawawi Foundation. In conjunction with this position, he is now teaching in Chicago and conducting research in Islamic studies and cognate fields.
Ahmed Afzaal was born in Karachi in 1966 and received his MBBS from Dow Medical College. He has completed a one year course from Qur'an Academy Karachi, which focuses on intense studies in Arabic grammar, a selected course of study of the Qur'an, and key topics in Islamic philosophical and revivalist thought in the Indian sub-continent.  He is the former associate Editor of the quarterly Qur'anic Horizons published out of Qur'an Academy Lahore (1996-2000).  He Joined the MA/PhD program in Religion and Society at Drew University in New Jersey in 1999, with a focus on Sociology of Religion, and is currently in his last semester of course work. His interests include Qur'anic interpretation, the ideas of Muhammad Iqbal, and issues relating to religion and social change.
Rumee Ahmed, the son of immigrant parents from Pakistan, was born in Silver Spring, MD.    As a youth he served on the executive board of the Muslim Youth of North America (MYNA) as East Zone Representative.  He received his Bachelors of Arts in Philosophy from the University of Maryland.  While an undergraduate student, he was involved in various Islamic organizations at many levels.  He is currently pursuing a PhD in the Philosophy of Religion at the University of Virginia. His interests include Islamic psychology, Islamic revivalism, and the reconciliation of reason and revelation in the modern age.

Jihad Hashim Brown was born in Santa Ana, California.  He graduated from Rutgers University in 1994 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and a Minor in Middle East Studies.  Upon graduation, he went on to pursue studies in Islamic Juristic Methodology, Theology and Logic with renowned scholars in Damascus, Syria.  Subsequently, he continued studies of Islamic Juristic Methodology from the Compendium of Compendiums of al-Taj al-Subki in the antique madrasahs of the Southern Atlas Mountains in Morocco.  Jihad Brown lives in Damascus with his wife and four children.

Ayesha Siddiqua Chaudhry was born and raised in Toronto, Canada.  She completed a Bachelors of Arts degree at the University of Toronto with honors, double-majoring in Political Science and Philosophy and minoring in Arabic.  She is currently pursuing a Masters degree at the Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations department in collaboration with Women's Studies and hopes to study gender relations in Islam from a philosophic perspective.  Ayesha completed a minor in Arabic at the University of Damascus and has taken part in Rihla programs in Spain and California, the Dar Sahban program in Yemen, and has traveled to Turkey, Egypt and Jordan independently.  Her interests include traveling, gender studies, cultural imperialism and post-colonialist thought and its manifestations across East and West.

Aijaz Dar is a first year law student at New York University School of Law. He completed his undergraduate education at the University of Michigan in May 2000, concentrating in Economics and Near Eastern Studies.  Before entering NYU Law, Aijaz was a paralegal in the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice. His interests include origami, photography, film, baseball, and punk rock music.

Maimuna "Hina" Farooqi is a third year student at Southern Connecticut State University, majoring in Biology and Education. She was born in Hyderabad, India, spent the early years of her life in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and grew up in the United States.  She currently serves as President of the SCSU Muslim Students Association, Public Relations Officer of the SCSU People to People Club, and Vice President of the Golden Key International Honor Society.  Hina volunteers her time teaching Arabic, Adab and Islamic History to young Muslims at Madrassah-tun-Noor.

Clifton E. Graves, Esq. received his BA in Political Science from Tufts University and JD from Georgetown Law Center with advanced studies in International Relations.  He was admitted to the Connecticut Bar Association in 1984.  Attorney Graves is the current Director of Multicultural Affairs at Southern Connecticut State University as well as an instructor of African American History and Sociology at Gateway Community College.  He serves as board member for the Greater New Haven NAACP and for Amistad America, Staff Attorney for the New Haven Housing Authority, and President of the Connecticut Association of Affirmative Action Professionals.  In addition, Mr. Graves was appointed by the New Haven Mayor to the New Haven’s Commission on Equal Opportunities.  He presently lives in New Haven with his wife and two children.

Tannaz Haddadi is an Iranian-American who grew up in Fairfax, Virginia. She earned her undergraduate degree from George Mason University in Philosophy & Religion, and is currently pursuing her Masters of Science degree at the Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at GMU. Her thesis will focus on inter-Muslim conflict between the Shi'a Ithna Ashari and Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama'a communities in North America. Ms. Haddadi was very active among Muslim students, serving as the Vice President on the board of the Muslim Students Association at GMU for three years, the President of the MSA Council of Washington D.C. for two consecutive terms, and the East-Zone Representative for the MSA of the United States and Canada.  After her undergraduate career, she worked for two and a half years at the Council on American-Islamic Relations before making the transition to Capitol Hill in April of 2001. She is currently on the legislative staff of Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones and handles foreign affairs, women and children, energy and the environment. She also serves as contact to the Congressional Women's Caucus.  Tannaz currently lives in Virginia with her husband.

Syaiful Effendy bin Idris was born in Petaling Jaya, Selangor Dar-al Ehsan in Malaysia. He was involved in TV and radio broadcasting for youth and went on to attend Syracuse University, graduating in 1996 with a degree in Political Science. For several years, Syaif worked as a research and policy analyst at the American Muslim Council and, subsequently, as a web developer for Astrolabe, an Islamic multi-media company.  He currently pursues studies in tajweed with an international scholar.  Syaif enjoys singing and acting and has plans to pursue a career in the performing arts. He is a resident of Falls Church, Virginia.

Sarah Izfar, daughter of immigrants from Taiwan and Pakistan, was born in New Orleans and grew up with her family in Houston, Texas.  She is currently a third-year student at Yale College, pursuing a degree in Economics and Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations. She serves as the 2001-2002 President of the Muslim Students Association, and managing editor for the Yale Journal of Human Rights.  Her interests include the interplay of economics and development in the Islamic framework.  

Dr. James Jones is the incoming Chair of World Religions and Associate Professor of World Religions and African Studies at Manhattanville College in Purchase, NY, where he is currently an advisor to its MSA. He is also a visiting Professor at the Graduate School of Islamic and Social Sciences in Virginia. Dr. Jones has not only been a Muslim prison chaplain for over twenty years but, for more than three decades, he has worked as a newspaper columnist, intercultural trainer, mediator, marriage counselor and consultant. His clients have included business, educational and non-profit institutions in the U.S. and abroad. A former New Haven, CT School Board member, he is active in Masjid Al-Islam’s community development project. Dr. Jones holds a Bachelors degree in History and Education from Hampton University, a Masters in Religion from the Yale Divinity School and a Ph.D. in Ministry from the Hartford Seminary. A frequent lecturer at Christian and Jewish venues, he is active in interfaith efforts to bring peace to the Middle East.

Basit Koshul is a Ph.D. candidate in theology, ethics, and culture at the University of Virginia. At the same, he is completing a Ph.D. in the sociology of religion at Drew University. He has lectured both nationally and internationally, and has been published in the American Journal of

Islamic Studies. Mr. Koshul is managing editor of the University of Virginia Web Journal Society for Scriptural Reasoning and associate director of the Universitys Children of Abraham Institute. He received his bachelors degree from Rutgers University and holds dual masters degrees in Islamic studies and Christian-Muslim relations from Hartford Seminary and political science from William Patterson University.

Dr. Ingrid Mattson is Professor of Islamic Studies at the Macdonald Center for Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations at Hartford Seminary in Hartford, CT.  She recently developed a graduate certificate program for Muslim Chaplains at Hartford Seminary.  Dr. Mattson was born in Canada, where she studied Philosophy at the University of Waterloo, Ontario (B.A. ’87).  From 1987-1988 she lived in Pakistan where she worked with Afghan refugee women.  She went on to earn her Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from the University of Chicago in 1999.  Her research is focused on Islamic law and society, including articles on slavery, poverty and Islamic legal theory.  Dr. Mattson gives frequent public lectures on Islam at religious and educational institutions, and is often consulted as an expert in the field by print, radio and television media.  In 2001, Dr. Mattson was elected Vice-President of the Islamic Society of North America.

Mahan Mirza was born and raised in Pakistan and currently lives in New Haven with his wife and two young sons.  He received his Bachelors degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Texas at Austin in 1995.  As an undergraduate student, Mahan served as a committee chair in the University's Union Board and as Vice President of Tau Beta Pi, the engineering honor society.  After working in corporate America for two years as an engineer, Mahan went to Pakistan in 1997 to study Arabic, the Qur'an, and Islamic revivalist thought from the Qur'an Academy in Lahore. In 1999, he joined the Masters Program in Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations at the Hartford Seminary and is currently a PhD student in Islamic Studies at Yale.

Precious Rasheeda Muhammad is President and Founder, of the Journal of Islam in American Press, a division of Sojourner’s Truth Publishing Ltd.  Ms. Muhammad graduated from Harvard Divinity School in June 2001 with a Masters of Theological Studies.  Ms. Muhammad was recently featured on the WB channel for her work and awarded an Unsung Hero award by the station.  The mission of Journal of Islam in America Press (JIAP) is to publish a broad range of titles on the growth and development of Islam in America and Muslim American experiences. JIAP also endeavors to embrace and engage in charitable undertakings that promote tolerance, fellowship and understanding. To further these goals, JIAP created The Institute for the Study of Islam in America, an educational and charitable division of JIAP that provides financial and educational resources for scholarly research and public education.  Her company’s first publication is The Autobiography of Nicholas Said, which Ms. Muhammad discovered, edited and introduced.  The next publication, to be released June 2002, is The Chronicle of Islam in America, a scholarly resource for research and information covering the spectrum of domestic and international issues germane to the growth and development of Islam in America and the Muslim American experience. 

Omer Muzaffar was raised in the Chicago area.  He obtained his Bachelors of Arts degree in Film and Video from Columbia College, Chicago and is in the final stages of an MLA (Masters in Liberal Arts) from the University of Chicago.  Omer produced a television show for the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago, and is a former board member of the Council of American Muslim Professionals.  He has served as the General Secretary of the Tanzeem-e-Islami of North America for two years.

Intisar A. Rabb is a student at Yale Law School, focusing on procedure, civil and human rights and Islamic Law.  At the law school, she serves as an elected student representative, editor for the Yale Journal of International Law, and on the Board of the Black Law Students Association.  In 1999, Intisar graduated from Georgetown University with an honors degree in Arabic and Government/International Relations, including a year-abroad in Cairo, where she studied tajweed.  After graduating, she attended the Abu Nour Institute in Damascus for one year.  Subsequently, she consulted for KPMG Consulting as a telecommunications and internet strategy analyst.  Intisar has served as advisor to Muslim and interfaith youth groups, directed national youth camps and training programs and contributed as a writer-columnist for various news and poetry publications.  She currently heads a project designed to develop and promote Islamic educational and international opportunities among youth and young adults, and sits on Georgetown’s Chaplain’s Advisory Committee for the school’s first Muslim chaplain.  

Abd-al Adheem (Peter) Sanders was born in London in 1946. His professional career in photography began during the mid-sixties when he photographed most of the major stars in the music business including Bob Dylan, Jimi Hendrix, The Doors, The Who, and the Rolling Stones, among others. In 1970, he made a photographic and spiritual journey to India. His enthusiasm for studying religion introduced him to Islam and after his return to England, he embraced Islam and took the name Abd al-Adheem. He continued traveling in the 70’s and 80’s, journeying through West and East Africa, the Middle East, including Makkah, Madinah and Jerusalem, and Europe and the United States. Realizing the dearth of high-quality photography on the Muslim world, he established the Peter Sanders Photographic Library in 1986. His clients include international publishers, advertising agencies, television companies, marketing agencies, designers, and fine-art publishers. Abd-al Adheem Sanders and his work have been the subject of a BBC documentary, aired on BBC-1.In the Shade of the Tree is a collection of his photography from around the Muslim world. 

Naveed S. Sheikh is Honorary European Trust Scholar and doctoral candidate at the Centre of International Studies at the University of Cambridge, UK.  Currently he is a Visiting Fellow at the Department of Government at Harvard University, where he is also teaching a course on Western intellectual history and political theory. Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, he is a former president of the Muslim Youth League of Denmark and a former president of the Buckingham University Islamic Society in which capacity he was invited to represent the Muslims in a reception with Queen Elizabeth II.  In 1997, he received the Edgar Palamountain Medal of Excellence from former British Prime Minister Lady Margaret Thatcher. In the Islamic sciences, he has benefited from the companionship of the Grandshaykh ('Allama) Muhammad Tahir al-Qadri, the spiritual master Shaykh Asmat Hussein al-Gaylani, and the renowned British theologian Shaykh Abdal-Hakim Murad. He is the author of the treatise "Message: Love the Messenger—An Introduction to Classical Gnostic Discourses on Muhammadan Prophecy" and a

much-anticipated forthcoming book titled "The New Politics of Islam: Pan-Islamic Foreign Policy in a World of States".

Imam Zaid Shakir is the current Imam of the Masjid al-Islam mosque in New Haven. He received his Bachelors degree in International Relations from American University in 1983, his Masters degree in Political Science from Rutgers in 1986, and then spent a year in Cairo studying Arabic.  Upon returning to America in 1987, he became a lecturer in Political Science at Southern Connecticut State University, and served as the Imam of Masjid al-Islam. In 1994, he traveled to Syria to study Arabic and Islamic law. In addition to completing a formal Islamic studies program at the College of Islamic Studies and Arabic, he received a traditional Islamic education at the hands of a classically trained mentor. In November 2001, he returned to America to resume work in both the educational and Islamic realms.  An accomplished artist, and a published poet, he has written extensively for several Islamic publications, and appeared on national television, Lou Gosset Jr.'s Story of a People and Bill Moyer's Now, which recently aired on PBS. His translations include: Adab li Hamala al-Qur'an (Etiquettes for the Recitation of the Qur'an); and, Al-'Ulama Waratha al-Anbiya' (The Scholars are the Heirs of the Prophets).

Nasr Sherif is a native of Egypt, where he went to medical school.  He moved to the US in 1981 and is the director of planning and coordinator of the Institute of Qur’anic Wisdom (Working Group) in the Tanzeem-e-Islami of North America.  He lives with his family in central New Jersey and works as a pathologist with Quest Diagnostics Medical Laboratories. He is currently pursuing a Master's degree in Medical Humanities at Drew University in NJ and a Bachelors degree in Islamic studies through correspondence from the Islamic American University in Detroit, Michigan.  Dr. Sherif has memorized three-fourths of the Holy Qur’an.

Eman Tai is a second-year student at the University of California Hastings College of the Law, with interests in criminal defense and intellectual property law of scientific research, art, music, film and literature.  She graduated from the University of California at Berkeley in 1999 with a B.A. in Interdisciplinary Field Studies, with a thesis entitled Neuroscientific Correlates of Consciousness: An Integrative Approach.  Eman has actively served in the Muslim Students Union as Finance Officer, Media Chairperson and Event Coordinator and has received several awards for excellence in Tutoring.  In addition, she helped found the UC Berkeley Muslim Student Newspaper, Al-Bayan, and currently organizes bi-monthly spoken word and hip-hop events that encourage the use of art as a platform for social and political activism.  In addition, Eman serves on the Executive Board for the Taqwa Development Group, for which she develops forums and seminars for local children and families on a wide range of contemporary issues. Eman is a published poet and spoken word artist.

Homayra Ziad was born in Karachi, Pakistan, and spent her childhood in Pakistan, Uganda, and Northern Virginia. She received her Bachelors in Economics from Bryn Mawr College in 1997, and was on the Executive Boards of both the Muslim Students and South Asian Women’s Association, as well as a founding member of the first Features magazine at Bryn Mawr. After her undergrad, she spent a year with her family in Turkey and interned at the United Nations Development Program, working on micro-credit programs for the urban poor. She received her Masters degree in International Relations from Yale University in 2000, and is currently in her third year of a doctorate in Islamic Studies, also at Yale. Her research interests include Islam in South Asia, 18th century revivalism, and Persian and Urdu poetry. In the summer of 2001, Homayra worked as a reporter and editor for the Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, and continues to submit articles to the magazine. She also co-hosts a weekly lunch colloquium at Yale, entitled Islam in the Modern Day, which seeks to increase awareness and understanding of issues pertaining to Islam and Muslims today. 

Adnan Zulfiqar was born in Alexandria, Virginia and spent the formative years of his life in Nairobi, Kenya and Lilongwe, Malawi.  He received his Bachelors of Arts degree from Emory University in Religion and Anthropology.  During college he served in various positions in the Muslim Students Association, including Vice President, and also held senior positions in the Student Government, College Council and Editorial Board of various student publications. Adnan has worked in the arenas of human rights and civil rights for several years, with organizations such as the United Nations Children’s Fund (Malawi), Save the Children Foundation (Malawi), the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights (Atlanta), SOS Orphans Village (Pakistan) and the NAACP (Washington, DC).  Most recently, Adnan spent two years working as a Congressional Aide in the United States Senate on issues of education and immigration. He is also completing his Masters degree in International Affairs/Liberal Studies at Georgetown University with a focus on Frantz Fanon and Islamic militancy. 


The papers presented at the “Rooting Islam in America” Roundtable Forum will insha’Allah be published online and in print.  Authors will use feedback from the day’s discussions to refine their papers such that they adequately contribute to the necessary discourse involved in this endeavor.   

Call for Papers

Roundtable participants and other students are invited to contribute as well.  If there is a pressing topic that you see facing the Muslim community, we encourage you to share your thoughts by publishing them alongside the works of these renowned Muslim scholars.

For further updates, and for the online collection of the revised papers, keep visiting the Rooting Islam website: 

www.yale.edu/msa/rootingislam

For questions, comments, or to submit a paper, contact:  

rootingislam@yahoo.com

Abstracts should be submitted by July 31, 2002.  All final drafts should be submitted by Sept. 13, 2002.  

Students are still needed to help with collecting, editing and formatting essays.  To volunteer, contact Nilofar.Gardezi@yale.edu. 

Call for Continued Involvement

The organizers of this forum hope that it will be the first in a series of regional dialogues and cooperative initiatives among schools primarily in the Northeast, the Atlantic area and elsewhere toward the intellectual and activist means of “Rooting Islam in America.” 

Toward establishing a base for such efforts, Connecticut area-MSAs would like to establish an inter-MSA Council.  In broader terms, other MSAs in the region have expressed interest in a loose regional MSA body, which would simply provide avenues of open communication and project collaboration, and include schools from CT, MA, NJ, NY, and RI.  If interested in helping to organize either of these efforts, please email Sarah.Izfar@yale.edu.

Special thanks to the committed individuals instrumental in planning and executing this event:

Fatiha Abdullah

Asra Adib

Aliya Amin

Haseeb Ashraf

Sumeyya Ashraf

Ameer Kim El-Mallawany 

Najah Farley

Nazirah Hasan

Saad Khan

Taimur Khan

Saad Khanani

Juma Mbwana

Naved Sheikh

Nabilah Siddiquee

James Soza

Waleed Ziad

Our gratitude to the following for their help and support:
Clifton Graves, Southern Connecticut State University

Altaf Hussain, President, MSA National

Dean Natalia Martin, Yale Law School

MSAs of the New York Area

Reverend Jerry Streets, Yale University

Assistant Chaplain Cynthia Terry, Yale University

Dean Mike Thompson, Yale Law School

A special thanks to International Graphics for the printing of this program..
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And ultimately, all praise is for God, Lord of all the worlds. 
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Organizing Committee


Maimuna Farooqi, Southern Connecticut State University 


Sana Farooqi, Southern Connecticut State University


Nilofar Gardezi, Yale College 


Sarah Izfar, Yale College 


Mahan Mirza, Yale University 


Intisar Rabb, Yale Law School 


Tammer Riad, Yale College


Imam Zaid Shakir, Masjid al-Islam 


Homayra Ziad, Yale University


�Hosts


Masjid al-Islam, New Haven


Muhammad Masjid of Al-Islam


Southern Connecticut State University Muslim Students’ Association


Yale Muslim Students’ Association





Sponsors


Campus Religious Ministries, Yale University


Muslim Students’ Association of the US and Canada


New Brunswick Islamic Center


Rutgers Muslim Students’ Association 











�





To each is a goal to which [God] turns them.  So vie with one another in doing good works.  Whereever you may be, God will gather you all unto Himself, for certainly, God has power over all things.


The Holy Qur’an, 2;148








Looking Ahead
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With the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
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working meeting designed to examine the possibilities of accurately understanding and advancing Islam in light of prevailing realities in the aftermath of September 11th. 











Evening Lecture by 


Shaykh Hamza Yusuf


8 pm – 9:30 pm











www.yale.edu/msa/rootingislam








4



 Rooting Islam in America:  A Roundtable Forum ە April 20, 2002

5

Rooting Islam in America:  A Roundtable Forum ە April 20, 2002



