Letter for Candidates of Special Eminence

Sample letter to be used only for candidates of widely acknowledged preeminence, as recommended by a Divisional Advisory Committee and approved by the Steering Committee.

August 9, 2011
Dear Professor ________ :

The Department of _______ is considering recommending Professor ________ for appointment as Professor of ________ at Yale.  Candidates for professorships at Yale are expected to stand in competition with the foremost leaders in their fields throughout the world.

We would be grateful for your specific characterization of Professor ________ 's achievements and ongoing contributions as a scholar and teacher, his/her standing in the profession at large and in his/her fields of particular interest, and in summary his/her qualifications for a tenure appointment at Yale.

We invite comparisons you can make to other significant individuals in this field, particularly Professor _________ , of ______ ; Professor _________ , of ______ ; and Professor _________, of ______.  Feel free to substitute other leading scholars for any of these. 

Your confidential response will be helpful not only to the professors of this department but also, in the event that we decide to propose the appointment of Professor _____________, to the bodies charged with reviewing departmental recommendations for tenure.  It would be most helpful if we could have your response by ________ , and an e-mail response to me at ______________ would be just fine. We thank you in advance for your help.

Sincerely,

Chair, Department of YYYY

Cc:  Dean [SELECT ONE: Mary Miller/Thomas Pollard/Kyle Vanderlick]
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