TAH Lesson Plan

	Teacher 
	Gail Gallo


	Grade
	8th


	Title
	Civil Rights



	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies



	Overview
	To have students understand the theme of social inequality and how this theme is ingrained into many societies around the world, including our own.  Students will learn about the caste system of India and will be able to relate this institution to the situation present in our country before the Civil Rights Movement.

	Essential Understanding
	Through an introductory hands on activity, students will understand concepts of racism, discrimination, and prejudice.  


	Essential Questions
	How does racism, prejudice, discrimination show itself throughout the world?
How does the experiences of people in the segregated south compare to others in a similar situation in a different location?



	CT Standards
	1.13.27 Analyze the contributions and challenges of different cultural/ethnic groups in the United States over time
1.1.28 Explain how stereotypes develop and explain the impact in history and contemporary events.
2.2.3  access primary and secondary sources, including Internet sources, to determine accuracy and validity


	Objectives
	1.  To create an experience in the classroom where a certain group of students experience social discrimination and isolation.

2.  Students will be able to compare and contrast two completely different societies, using similar resources.



	Materials
	Leveled texts, variety of sources on the Little Rock 9, include primary source diary/journal entries of Melba Pattilla Beals and Ruby Bridges.
Secondary and primary sources of the experiences of India’s Caste system

Videos, clips, political cartoons, etc



	Day 1



	Details of the Activity

Upon entering the classroom, students will be asked to draw a colored circle of paper and a safety pin from a box held by the teacher. Students will be instructed to pin this circle to the front of their shirt. When they go to find their seats, only those with the green (or whatever color you choose) circles will be allowed to sit at their desks. All others must sit on the floor. Those in the desks will receive a piece of candy or other extra incentives while those in the floor receive nothing. The teacher should begin to conduct class as normal over the loud protests from students on the floor. The teacher should explain to them that because they have a different color that they would be treated differently.  This scenario should continue for around five minutes.

Each student in each group should write the color of their circle on a piece of paper and then write how it made them feel to be “special” or to be prejudiced against.  Should take 5 minutes.

Then roles are reversed, principal walks in and informs the teacher she got the colors mixed up.  Those that are on the floor become the privileged and those that were at their desks move to the floor.  Again a piece of candy is given to the privileged.  

Again each student in each group should write the color of their circle on a piece of paper and then write how it made them feel to be “special” or to be prejudiced against.  Should take 5 minutes

Color circles are collected and students are asked to share how they felt in both situations.  How they felt about their position and the factors that led them to be labeled as a part of a certain group (luck of the draw). Have students express their views on why this simulation was held in the first place and what they learned from this activity.


	
	Homework

Students are to write a two page report on things that cause people to be discriminated against, race, religion, handicaps, ethnicity etc.  Then they are to choose one of those causes and give examples of things they have seen people be discriminated against and ways they would fix them.



	Day 2


	Details of the Activity 

Introduce students to the two women: 

Melba Pattillo, now Melba Pattillo Beals, was one of nine students to integrate Little Rock (Arkansas) High School. 

Ruby Bridges, now Ruby Bridges Hall, was a first grader when she became the first black child to attend William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans. 

Share resources with students; they are reflections of two girls experiences that were written by the girls as grown women. You might share these pages as a class, or students might read them online or in printed form on their own. 

Teacher could also show some visual images of the event, movies, united streaming, online educational streaming video.

Each student to write in their journal if they were the first minority in their school what they think they would experience.



	
	Homework

Complete journal entry for homework.


	Day 3


	Details of the Activity 

Use a variety of instructional methods to teach curriculum material including lecture, charts and graphs, textbook information, and a video presentation on the caste system in India. Students will understand how this system began, why it persists, who makes up its various components, and how at one point in the history of the United States we had a system that in many ways was very similar to the caste system in India.

· Begin by having students share journal activity from day 1 with a pair share partner and discuss for five minutes.
· After students share, introduce them to the caste system of India by asking students if discrimination that was experienced in the segregated south had ever been experienced elsewhere.
· Using a variety of leveled texts or articles, have studentread with cooperative reading groups text on the caste system.
·   Review unfamiliar vocabulary as a class, and build background knowledge through discussion, video resources, text, and magazine articles.
· Using your choice of graphic organizer (Venn diagram, compare/contrast chart) have students compare and contrast the Indian caste system with the segregated south that was introduced in day 1.


	
	Homework

Each student will receive a teacher created handout that supplies basic background information on certain events that occurred in the United States which demonstrate how racial segregation was used in our society. Students will read these and answer 5 questions at the bottom of the page based on their reading. Each student will then prepare a short presentation to the class based on their event, connecting the segregated south to the Indian Caste system.
Students must be able to relate this experience in American history to caste system of India in use today.


	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Objective test

Grading homework 

Presentations

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	Skit, song, poster, poem to highlight the similarities and differences in racial segregation.









