TAH Lesson Plan 2011
Gretchen M. Gurr

	Title
	Legacy of FDR’s New Deals


	Subject Area
	Middle School Social Studies (6-8)
High School U.S. History (Basic) 

	Overview
	Students will identify and analyze the New Deal programs and their impact on Americans during the Great Depression. Their evaluation will lead them to determine which programs were the most significant and which may be useful to American society/economy today. They will  create a poster that demonstrates this program using model posters from the New Deal.  The unit is intended for middle school students or those in “basic” rigor high school history. This lesson is best intended for students that already comprehend  the social and economic ramifications of the Stock Market Crash. 

	Essential Understanding
	· Objectives of the New Deal: Relief, Recovery, and Reform
· Types of programs created and to what degree they sufficed the three R’s.
· Which programs still exist  and which could be beneficial today.

	Essential Questions
	· How did Roosevelt try to help Americans who were struggling during the Great Depression?
· How important were the New Deal programs and which were the most significant?
· How can the New Deal influence our leaders and help them find solutions to economic problems today?

	CT Standards
	Content
· Analyze how laws have been modified  to meet society’s changing values and needs.
· Analyze how governments  can influence production and distribution.
Skill
· Analyze and explain multipurpose visuals and graphics.
· Prepare formal oral arguments using relevant evidence to defend a point of view.

	Objectives/Students will:
	1. Identify programs from the New Deals.
2. Determine the impact of these programs on American society and economy.
3. Relate their knowledge of current recession to New Deal programs and which could be useful today.
4.  Students will  create a New Deal poster resurrecting a program that could be useful today, along with a verbal presentation explaining their choice.

	Materials
	
1.  List of New Deal Programs from textbook or the following: http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ma02/volpe/newdeal/timeline_text.html
2. Resource Handouts of Programs still used today: www.eastconn.org/tah/0910MB1_FDRNewDealLesson.pdf 
3. Homework Handout Time magazine: Obama/FDR
4.  New Deal Posters handout
5. Rubric 

	Day 1,2, and 3
	1.  Introduction: Have students define in their own words Relief, Recovery and Reform. 
Body: Explain goal of New Deal was the three R’s, Relief, Recovery, and Reform and write them on the board. Have students help define each word and write the definitions on the board as well. Then ask students why each R would be important. Ask students vote silently on a scrap piece of paper which R they think is most important. Have each student read their R aloud and then have them move to a location in the room designated for that R. Once there ask students in each group why they responded the way they did. Break these students down further if necessary into groups of two or three. Provide to each of them a graphic organizer for New Deal Programs. Each member of each group should read off a New Deal program one at a time. Group members should discuss which R best describes the program and write that in the appropriate column. 
Conclusion: Q and A students on the types of programs that existed and ask them why they think so many were created.
2. Introduction: KWL, topic Social Security (they can use their go’s from the lesson prior).
Body: Inform students how Social Security works and ask them what other New Deal programs lasted longer than the Great Depression. Ask students to rejoin their groups from the day prior or create new groups. Provide each group a handout to research on their assigned program: SEC, FDIC, TVA and NIRA.  If computers are available have student research each program otherwise textbook/handout should be provided. Ask each member of the group to take a role, writer and speaker. Each group should present to the class the importance of this law and how it affected Americans then and possibly today. Some programs may be repeated, allow a less advanced group to use SSA as it has already been described.
Conclusion: Explain homework. It will require students to analyze the cover of Time magazine depicting OBAMA alongside FDR.
3.  Introduction: Students should find a peer and review/discuss homework. 
Body: Ask students why they think Obama appeared looking like FDR and why that was important. Explain to students the recession in 2008 and how it was not as bad as the Great Depression (Providing a supplemental lesson explaining why it happened may be appropriate for some students. See resource site below from pbs.org).  Explain to students that our country still suffers from unemployment and lack of new industries that create jobs.  Ask students to brainstorm which programs of the New Deal could be useful again today and which they would bring back if they were President. Model posters of the New Deal and explain how they advertised the programs FDR and Congress created.  These can be shown via the handout below or a powerpoint. They can be found at:
http://www.fairfieldschools.org/rogerludlowe/crogerludlowe03/new_deal_posters.htm
Require students to explain to class why they choose the program they did and what it would do for Americans.

	Homework
[image: http://img.timeinc.net/time/magazine/archive/covers/2008/1101081124_400.jpg]
	Analysis of Time magazine cover:
“New New Deal.” http://www.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,20081124,00.html, Nov. 24, 2008.
Students should answer the questions on the Handout using the cover picture. 
OPTIONAL: “What can Barack Obama Learn from FDR.” Students  with more advanced reading ability can read the Time article from this issue, July 6, 2009.
http://www.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,20090706,00.html. Students with advanced reading ability can read the Time article from this issue. See Day 2.

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Create New Deal poster of a program that could be used today. Presentation of visual to class with explanation. See Rubric.

	Extensions/Resources 
	· http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ma02/volpe/newdeal/timeline_text.html
· www.eastconn.org/tah/0910MB1_FDRNewDealLesson.pdf 
· http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/39
·   http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/39
· http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/economics/july-dec08/finding_the_bottom.html







New Deal Graphic Organizer
	Program and Abbreviation
	What did it do?
	Which R would it help achieve? How do you know?

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	









Homework Handout
[image: http://img.timeinc.net/time/magazine/archive/covers/2008/1101081124_400.jpg]
Time Magazine: November 24, 2008.
Answer the following questions.
1.  Describe the picture above.

2. What is the message it is sending to those that see it?


3.  Should the president of the United States look to other past presidents to figure out how to deal with problems he faces? Why or why not?
Researching New Deal Programs
Reader: 
Writer:
Speaker:
You and your members are researching the program known as ____________.
Answer the questions below on this program.
1. When was this program created? Is it still used today?


2. What problem was it designed to resolve?


3. Did the program fix this problem?

4. Will this program one day affect you? If so how?









New Deal Model Posters
[image: http://memory.loc.gov/pnp/cph/3b40000/3b49000/3b49000/3b49016r.jpg]                                    [image: http://farmcityfarm.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/newdeal.jpg]
[image: http://fineartamerica.com/images-small/4-new-deal-wpa-poster-granger.jpg]




Poster Rubric
	Criteria
	5 points
	3 points
	1 point

	 Content

	Accurate and appropriately chosen program.
	Some inaccuracies in the program chosen such as the name or abbreviation
	Poster does not portray a program.

	Creativity
	Student used
· more than 4 colors, 
· provided a symbol
·  and a border.
	Student only had two of the three bullets.
	Student provided one of the three bullets

	Clarity 1
	Poster, content and creativity clearly portrays the program without confusion.
	Poster is somewhat confusing.
	Poster does not make sense.

	Explanation 
	Student provided accurate justification for choosing the program depicted.
	Student provided somewhat accurate justification for the poster.
	Student did not provide any justification for the poster.

	Clarity 2
	Student spoke clearly and slowly for the class to hear.
	Student spoke somewhat well.
	Student did not speak well or speak at all.



Total 4 x _____ =____
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