Teaching American History Lesson Plan

Kirsten C. Hopes-McFadden

Title:			Public Transportation and the Civil Rights Movement

Subject Area:	United States History
			Civics/American History

Grade Level:	8th

Overview:	In this lesson, students will examine several critical steps to end de jure and de facto segregation of the public transportation in the United States. Students will analyze the effectiveness of lawsuits and civil disobedience through boycotts.

Essential
Understanding:	The Civil Rights Movement was a movement and that no single act gained all the rights demanded for everyone. The students will learn that the desegregation of public transportation did not begin with Rosa Parks. Students will also learn about both de jure and de facto segregation and that they had similar results.
Essential
Question:	When did the process begin to end segregation on public transportation? What methods were used to end it?


Connecticut
Standards:	Grade 8
	Historical Thinking
	Historical Themes
	Applying History

Objectives:	Students will be able to:
1) Analyze and interpret the methods used to desegregate public transportation. 
2)  Explain the difference between de jure and de facto segregation and which was used in the north and south.
3) Explain the importance of timing and connections in having a successful outcome.

Materials 
Needed:	Case study of Elizabeth Jennings Graham, Claudette Colvin, and Rosa Parks.
 
Suggested Activities/Procedures

Day 1:	Independent Group 
	Divide the class into three groups.  Each group will be assigned to read, analyze and discuss one of the following: Elizabeth Jennings Graham, Claudette Colvin, or Rosa Parks.

Day 2:	Group Oral Presentations Preparation
	Each group will answer the following questions in preparation for their presentation:
1. What effect did our person have on the end of segregation in public transportation?
2. What method did our person use to affect segregation of public transportation?
3. What is the difference between de jure and de facto segregation and which did our person face?
4. What, if any significance is it that three of the leaders in the process to desegregate public transportation are women? 


Day 3:	Group Oral Presentations
	Each group will discuss the questions and explain the significance of their person.


Suggested Assessment/Evaluation

	Students will be evaluated in the following way:

1) Each student must actively participate in independent group discussions.
2) Students must evaluate their person’s effect on the desegregation of the public transportation.
3) Students must answer critical questions and present a thorough response. 

Rubric on Group Cooperation

	Participation in fact finding                         1-5 points
	Insight on documents /analyzing skills         1-5 points
	Participation in oral presentation                 1-5 points
	Cooperation and communication                    1-5 points

	Students are to write down each of their group members and rate them from one to five in each category
	The teacher will then give a grade to each one of the students using the same rubric. 

	Teacher will use an informal assessment to check for understanding during the activity.

Possible
Extensions:	Trip to the Historical Society
What was the impact of African American women on the overall Civil Rights Movement?

	

Resources:		The Schoolteacher on the Streetcar - New York Times
Nov 13, 2005 ... As an older woman, Elizabeth Jennings Graham established, on the first floor of her house at 237 West 41st Street, the city's first ...
www.nytimes.com/2005/11/13/.../13jenn.html?...all 
Elizabeth Jennings Graham - Rivers of Change
Elizabeth Jennings Graham. In 1854, Elizabeth Jennings was thrown off a horse drawn carriage by a white conductor who refused to allow her to ride in the ...
www.riversofchange.org/women_jennings.html - 
[PDF] 
1854. Elizabeth Jennings: New York City's Nineteenth Century Rosa ...
File Format:- Block all people.hofstra.edu results 
Not helpful? You can block people.hofstra.edu results when you're signed in to search.people.hofstra.edu
PDF/Adobe Acrobat - Quick View
We learn more about Elizabeth Jennings, this case, and the struggle for equal rights in New York City in an editorital published in Frederick Douglass' ...
people.hofstra.edu/alan_j.../a25.%20Elizabeth%20Jennings.pdf - Similar
Before Rosa Parks, There Was Claudette Colvin : NPR
Mar 15, 2009 ... Most people know about Rosa Parks and the 1955 Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott. But nine months before Parks sat down and refused to move, ...
www.npr.org › News › US - Similar - Add to iGoogle- Block all www.npr.org results
No Longer a Civil Rights Footnote - Claudette Colvin - NYTimes.com
Nov 25, 2009 ... Claudette Colvin, who resisted unfair treatment on an Alabama bus nine months before Rosa Parks, lived an unheralded life until a recent ...
www.nytimes.com/2009/11/26/books/26colvin.html - Similar - Add to iGoogle- Block all www.nytimes.com results
Official Website - Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute
Rosa Louise Parks was nationally recognized as the "mother of the modern day ... in February 1987 by Mrs. Rosa Parks and Ms. Elaine Eason Steele, in ho. ...
www.rosaparks.org/ - Cached - Similar
