TAH Lesson Plan

	Teacher 
	Susan S. Kopecki

	Grade
	4-6

	Title
	Art of the New Deal

	Subject Area(s)
	Art

	Overview
	Students will learn about the Great Depression and Art of the New Deal by viewing a power point presentation. 

They will discover:
· What caused the Great Depression

· Life during this time period

· The Federal government’s response

· The New Deal

· How Art can connect one to a moment in time

Students will discuss what visual legacy they would like to leave behind as they begin a lesson on creating a mural that represents life in 2011-2012.  They will discover how they will work together as a class to create a group mural, understanding the importance of collaborative efforts to design a mural that will reflect a meaningful message.  Their images could be a combination of  literal, symbolic or abstract, but must represent the views of the group.

	Essential Understanding
	In the world today we learn as much through visual images as we do through written word.

Recognition of the Visual Arts as a basic aspect of history and human experience can play a significant role in creative expression.
Recognizing how the arts relate to all aspects of learning in relationship to the practical characteristics of daily life enhances the ability to make connections and solve problems.

	Essential Questions
	How does society influence art?
How do a person’s views, beliefs, and opinions shape the way they view and make art?

How do people express themselves through art?

Where do ideas come from?

	CT Standards
	CT Social Studies Curriculum Framework:

   Content Standard 1- Content Knowledge:  Knowledge of concepts and information from history and social studies is necessary to promote understanding of our nation and our world.

  Content Standard 2- History/Social Studies Literacy:  Competence in literacy inquiry and research skills is necessary to analyze, evaluate and present history and social studies information.

 Content Standard 3-Application:  Civic Competence in addressing historical issues and current problems requires the use of information, skills and empathic awareness
CT Art Curriculum Framework:
  Content Standard 3- Content:  Students will consider, select and apply a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas.
  Content Standard 4- History and Cultures:  Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and culture.

  Content Standard 5- Analysis, interpretation and Evaluation:  Students will reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate their own and others’ work.


	Objectives
	To discover how the Visual Arts reflect history, societal issues and is a social commentary.
To understand how artists who produced artwork for the Works Progress Administration (WPA) during the New Deal left behind a cultural legacy of our nation.
To create a mural that reflects views of life in the 21st century and discover the connections that art can make to life and self.
To incorporate the Principles of Design and the Elements of Art when creating a mural for their school.

	Materials
	· Mural board

· Acrylic Paints

· Brushes/Water

· Projector

· Sketch paper and pencils

Vocabulary
· Mural
· Space 
· Value 

· Shape (organic vs. geometric) 

· Foreground, Middleground, and Background 

· Contrast 

· Emphasis 

· Unity 

· color scheme 
· Great Depression

· New Deal
· Principles of Design and Elements of Art

· Literate

· Symbolic

· Abstract

	Day 1



	Details of the Activity 

Students will view the power point “The Great Depression and Art of the New Deal”, posted on GoogleDocs:

https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B3fhil7FKrm5OWY0NmE0YWYtNjA1YS00MWNmLTk2ZmYtM2FkYjgyMGViNTRj&hl=en_US&authkey=CNKakd8D
*Students will discover how art is a legacy for others to discover historical, societal and cultural connections of a past.

*Upon completion of the power point students will brainstorm ideas of what visually can represent life in 2011-2012,  in a group discussion.

 

	
	Homework

We have just viewed a power point of the Great Depression and the Art of the New Deal.  We have seen how Art has become a legacy of the past.  Much of the Art work that was created during this time period reflected what life was like during the early 20th century and helped to generate the American spirit.

List 10 ideas of what ‘life in 2011-2012’ is like in America (socially, economically, cultural, spiritually or historically) 
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.


	Day 2


	Details of the Activity 
List on the bulletin board the students ideas of what ‘life is like in 2011-2012’.

Students will each do several thumbnail sketches of their views of this period.



	
	Homework
Over the last few class periods we have looked at how Art is reflective of a time period.  Looking over your thumbnail sketches, create one sketch that truly represents something you would like others to know about life now (2011-2012).

Illustration:



	Day 3


	Details of the Activity 
Gather students and their sketches. 

Brief discussion on their views and illustration.

Lay out sketches on several tables, view and discuss.

Using document camera, enlarge images and trace onto mural board. Use pencil first, then sharpie to trace images. Discuss overlapping, Principals of Design and Elements of Art.
Begin Mural painting, using acrylic paints.


	
	Homework
We have completed our mural of life in 2011-2012, depicting life in the early 21st century for others.  Our Mural will be a legacy for others as they enter our school.  

    Write a paragraph of the impact this Mural has had on you.  Did you enjoy working collaboratively?  Does this Mural let others know what life is like now?  (societal, economic, historical or cultural)


	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	*Art Classroom Mural

*Art Classroom Rubric
   

	Rubric 
	Art Mural
Activity                       Use of Materials                   Understanding of Concept                           Effort

Homework 

Homework

Homework

Mural Week 1

Mural Week 2

Mural Week 3

1. Outstanding

2. Above Average

3.  Average

4.  Below Average

Final Grade _____________________________

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· Write a story to go with the mural painting. 

· Work with the music teacher to listen to some music of the Great Depression. 
· Play music while the students are painting, both music of the Great Depression and current music of today.  (http://www.amatecon.com/gd/gdmusic.html)
Resources

New Deal Network: The New Deal Network, an educational guide to the Great Depression of the 1930s, is sponsored by the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute Development of the NDN was funded in part through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. http://newdeal.feri.org/index.htm
http://www.wpamurals.com/newbritn.pdf
http://www.wpamurals.com/history.html
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/archive/2009/1934/









