TAH Lesson Plan

	Teacher 
	Patricia-Ann Pendl

	Grade
	8

	Title
	American History Reflected through Pop Culture

	Subject Area(s)
	U.S. History, Women’s History, Civics

	Overview
	Students will explore the popular culture of one decade and identify how it relates to national and world events of the time.


	Essential Understanding
	Students will recognize the impact that national and international “current” events have on popular culture.


	Essential Questions
	1.  How do the visual media help to foster a political movement/agenda?

2. How is music used to motivate people?
3. What influence does the political climate have on performing arts?


	CT Standards
	1.1  Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in U.S. history.
1.9  Understand the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
1.13  Understand the characteristics and interactions among culture, social systems and institutions.
2.2   Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including electronic media.

2.4  Demonstrate an ability to participate in social studies discourse through informed discussion, debate and effective oral presentation.
3.2  Analyze and evaluate human action in historical and/or contemporary contexts from alternative points of view.

3.3  Apply appropriate historical, geographical, political, economic, and cultural concepts and methods in proposing and evaluating solutions to contemporary problems.


	Objectives
	1. Students will participate in a discussion regarding popular culture and note the various components that make up popular culture depending upon the period in history.
2. Students will utilize primary documents and the internet to research information regarding history and popular culture.

3. Students will identify at least three historical events of a particular decade.
4. Students will collaborate to create a presentation on a decade in history and the popular culture of that time.

5. Students will engage in discussion regarding popular culture and history and how they impact one another.
6. Students will write an essay explaining how popular culture is affected by historical events and visa versa.


	Materials
	· Notebooks for taking notes
· Poster boards and supplies for making a visual presentation

· Internet access (sites listed under resources)
· Books (listed under resources)


	Day 1



	Details of the Activity 

Using the 1960’s as an example the teacher will introduce students to the popular culture of the decade.  This will include television shows that were popular, movies, music, comics, advertizements (print and media), and visual arts.  The teacher will draw from the students the important national and international events of the time.  The teacher will illustrate the connection between the two and engage in class discussion regarding this relationship.  After the discussion the class will be divided into groups of three or four.  The teacher will explain that each group needs to choose a decade in American History, up to the year 2000, but not including the ‘60’s. They will research that decade and report back to the class how the events of the decade and the popular culture of the time were intertwined.  They will have access to the internet and various books.  They will produce a visual presentation and a ten minute oral presentation. 

	
	Homework

Students’ assignment will be to investigate the decade that their group chose and come in with a list of three important events of the decade as well as a list of what made up the popular culture of the decade.


	Day 2


	Details of the Activity 

Students will sit with their respective group to discuss what they found out about the decade they chose.  They will then choose the three events they want to present as the historical events of that era.  They will also identify the components of popular culture to include in their visual presentation.  Each group must include three events and three components  of pop culture on their board.  Students will then be given time to work on their boards. 

	
	Homework
Students will continue to work on the visual presentation and oral presentation for the following day’s class.


	Day 3


	Details of the Activity 

With the teacher as facilitator the groups will present their boards and their research to the class. 
The teacher will follow-up the presentations with a wrap up of popular culture, history and the impact that one has on the other.  The students will be left with the open-ended questions:

How significant is popular culture in shaping the general public’s viewpoint on national/world events?

Or

How do current events help to dictate the popular culture of the time?

	
	

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	· Students will write a well developed five paragraph essay on the presentation their group made to the class.  They will have to cite the three major historical events of the time and identify at least three components of popular culture.  They also must identify the impact that history and popular culture had on one another.


	Rubric 
	Assessment

Rubric - Class activity
A.  Student participated with his/her group to design a presentation. 
                                                                                                            /15

B.  Presentation included three historical events and three components of popular culture. 

                                                                                                  /10
C.  Presentation (oral and visual) was organized, neat and presented clearly.

/10
D.  Student was attentive during the class presentations.
                                                                                                 /15








Score:       
/50

Rubric – Essay
A. Introductory paragraph began with a well developed thesis statement identifying the decade of history chosen and the historical events of that decade.
/10
B.  Each paragraph began with a transition.  In the three body paragraphs the writer stated each historical event and showed how the popular culture reflected that event.
/15







                                                                                                 
C.  Paragraph 5 began with “In conclusion” or “Finally.” The writer restated his/her thesis, the three events and included a personal statement.



                                                                                                 /10
D. Quality of work.  (Neat, legible, correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization)
/15







 Score:       
/50







TOTAL SCORE:      /100



	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· http://www.americanpopularculture.com/home.htm
· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/advertising/
· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awser2/popular.html
· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/
· http://www.authentichistory.com/
· A History of American Painting , Praeger Publishers (1971)
· The Best of Life, Avon Publishers (1973)
· Three Hundred Years of American Dance and Theatre, Prentice-Hall, Inc. (1973)
· American Folklore and Legends, Globe Book Co. (1980)
· Amusing the Million: Coney Island at the Turn of the Century, John Kasson  (1978)
· Hollywood Album, Arno Press  (1977)








