TAH Lesson Plan
	Teacher 
	Frank Porto

	Grade
	High School

	Title
	Protesting the Vietnam War: Marches, Music and Art

	Subject Area(s)
	United States History

	Overview
	Students will examine primary source photos, protest posters and songs (with lyrics) in order to gain a better understanding of the effects of the Vietnam War at home.

	Essential Understanding
	Protests to the Vietnam War commonly found its way into popular youth culture through marches, music and art.

	Essential Questions
	Why would popular musicians write protest songs? Why were these expressions common among younger Americans? Did protests fuel protest songs and art Or did songs and art fuel protests? Could these kinds of protests have the same impact today?

	CT Standards
	1.1   Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in United States history.
1.9   Understand the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
1.13 Understand the characteristics of the interactions among   culture, social systems and institutions.
2.1   Access and gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources including electronic media.
2.3   Create various forms of written work to demonstrate an understanding of history and social studies.
3.1   Use evidence to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretations.

	Objectives
	Students will gain a deeper understanding of the Vietnam War’s impact at home.
Students will gain a deeper appreciation for the first amendment rights.
Students will gain a deeper understanding of the ways in which government deals with citizen protests.
Students will examine multiple primary source photos, posters and song lyrics in order to gain better understanding of how protest can manifest in popular culture.
Students will write an essay considering how protest against the war manifested itself in popular culture through marches, songs and art.


	Materials
	LCD projector,  Computer, Recordings of songs, lyric sheets for songs, Song and Lyrics Analysis worksheets, Photo Analysis worksheets, Poster Analysis worksheets, hi-lighters, 

	Day 1


	     (Students should have read sections in textbook on the Vietnam   War and Protests to the war at home.)

25 min.
· Students are given copies of the lyrics to “Masters of War” by Bob Dylan and Song and Lyrics analysis worksheet for song lyrics. 
· Teacher plays song while class reads lyrics.
· As a whole class the teacher will lead students in discussing the song’s content and filling out the worksheet.
· Discussion of why Dylan would have this reaction to war and whether or not his audience (young people) felt the same.
10 min.
· Teacher using LCD projector should bring up Vietnam War timeline and let students know Dylan released the song in 1963.
http://history1900s.about.com/od/vietnamwar/a/vietnamtimeline.htm
15 min.
· Students should be put into 4 groups, each group taking one of 4 primary source photos of war protests and a photo analysis worksheet.
· Students will work within their group to fill out the worksheet. 

-Because the unit deals with visual and musical primary sources it can work with students who are significantly below grade level. The teacher can modify the worksheets for students who might be overwhelmed at with the amount of writing asked of a “typical” on-grade-level student.
-Students with ADHD and/or other problems sitting could be asked to work the LCD projector, allowing them to “move” more while in class.
-Students should be heterogeneously grouped.
-Students with behavior issues should be put in the group closest to the front of the room, where he/she can be better observed by the teacher.
-Hi-lighters should be made available to students who may benefit from their use while looking at primary sources.
-The above methods and accommodations should be used throughout this unit.

	
	Homework: 
Students should read article on Kent State
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0504.html

	Day 2

	
 10 min.
· Teacher hands out lyrics to “Ohio” by CSNY and plays song while students follow along. Brief discussion of song using analysis worksheet as a guide. As “Ohio” is about the Kent State incident, discussion should include information from the article read for homework. 
20 min.
· Students should reconvene into the groups they were in the previous day. One student from each group should share their completed worksheet with the class while the teacher projects the photo for all to see.
20 min
· Students are given copies of the lyrics to “Fortunate Son” by Credence Clearwater Revival and Song and Lyrics analysis worksheet for song lyrics
· As a whole class STUDENTS lead discussion of the song’s content filling out the Song and Lyrics Analysis worksheet.
· Discussion of how protests may have driven song lyrics and vice versa, and what other artistic forms protests might take.
 

	
	Homework:
Students will find and print another protest photo from the internet and a completed photo analysis worksheet.

	Day 3


	10 min.
· Students who wish to will share photos they found for homework.
20 min. 
· Students are placed into 4 groups; each group is given a sheet with a protest poster from the era and a Poster Analysis worksheet.
· One student from each group presents the poster while the teacher projects the image to the entire class. 
10 min.
· Discussion: how Vietnam War protest was expressed in music and in art.
10 min.
· Essay assignment given and rubric handed out and gone over. 

	
	Homework:
Students should begin writing their essay

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	· ESSAY: “How did protest against the Vietnam War show itself in popular culture and?”

	Rubric 
	(see attached Rubric)

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· Students could compare Vietnam War protests to the more current protests against the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
· Students could also access the following for more information on the topic:
· http://vietnamwarmusicguide.com/
· http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML_docs/Exhibits/





 Masters of War- Bob Dylan (1963)
Come you masters of war
You that build the big guns
You that build the death planes
You that build all the bombs
You that hide behind walls
You that hide behind desks
I just want you to know
I can see through your masks.

You that never done nothin'
But build to destroy
You play with my world
Like it's your little toy
You put a gun in my hand
And you hide from my eyes
And you turn and run farther
When the fast bullets fly.

Like Judas of old
You lie and deceive
A world war can be won
You want me to believe
But I see through your eyes
And I see through your brain
Like I see through the water
That runs down my drain.

You fasten all the triggers
For the others to fire
Then you set back and watch
When the death count gets higher
You hide in your mansion'
As young people's blood
Flows out of their bodies
And is buried in the mud.

You've thrown the worst fear
That can ever be hurled
Fear to bring children
Into the world
For threatening my baby
Unborn and unnamed
You ain't worth the blood
That runs in your veins.

How much do I know
To talk out of turn
You might say that I'm young
You might say I'm unlearned
But there's one thing I know
Though I'm younger than you
That even Jesus would never
Forgive what you do.

Let me ask you one question
Is your money that good
Will it buy you forgiveness
Do you think that it could
I think you will find
When your death takes its toll
All the money you made
Will never buy back your soul.

And I hope that you die
And your death'll come soon
I will follow your casket
In the pale afternoon
And I'll watch while you're lowered
Down to your deathbed
And I'll stand over your grave
'Til I'm sure that you're dead.
















Fortunate Son- Credence Clearwater Revival (1970)

Some folks are born made to wave the flag
Ooh, they're red, white and blue
And when the band plays "Hail to the chief"
Ooh, they point the cannon at you, Lord
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no senator's son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no

Yeah!
Some folks are born silver spoon in hand
Lord, don't they help themselves, oh
But when the taxman comes to the door
Lord, the house looks like a rummage sale, yes

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no millionaire's son, no
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, no

Some folks inherit star spangled eyes
Ooh, they send you down to war, Lord
And when you ask them, "How much should we give?"
Ooh, they only answer More! more! more! yoh

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no military son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one, one

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, no no no
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate son, no no no






















Ohio- Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young (1970)

Tin soldiers and Nixon's coming,
We're finally on our own.
This summer I hear the drumming,
Four dead in Ohio.

Gotta get down to it
Soldiers are gunning us down
Should have been done long ago.
What if you knew her
And found her dead on the ground
How can you run when you know?

La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la
La la la la la la la la
La la la la la la la.

Gotta get down to it
Soldiers are gunning us down
Should have been done long ago.
What if you knew her
And found her dead on the ground
How can you run when you know?

Tin soldiers and Nixon's coming,
We're finally on our own.
This summer I hear the drumming,
Four dead in Ohio.

Four dead in Ohio

Four dead in Ohio
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Poster Analysis Worksheet
	1.
	  
	What are the main colors used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	2.
	 
	What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________ 

	3.
	 
	If a symbol is used, is it
1. clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________
2. memorable? _________________________________
3. dramatic? ___________________________________

	4.
	 
	Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
___________________________________________________________________________

	5.
	 
	Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	6.
	 
	What does the artist hope the audience will do?
___________________________________________________________________________

	7.
	 
	What purpose(s) is served by the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	8.
	 
	The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?
___________________________________________________________________________






















[bookmark: content]Photo Analysis Worksheet
	Step 1. Observation

	A.
	  
	Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

	B.
	 
	Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.
	People
	Objects
	Activities

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 




	Step 2. Inference 

	 
	 
	Based on what you have observed above, list two things you might infer from this photograph.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

	Step 3. Questions

	A.
	 
	What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

	B.
	 
	Where could you find answers to them? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


















Song and Lyrics Analysis Worksheet

	1.
	  
	· What was the intent of the song’s author?


	2.
	 
	· Why might the song have been written? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

	
	
	

	3.
	 
	What are the messages in the song?
___________________________________________________________________________

	4.
	 
	Who do you think is the intended audience for the song?
___________________________________________________________________________

	5. 
	 
	What does the artist hope the audience will do?
___________________________________________________________________________

	6..
	 
	Is this song effective emotionally?
___________________________________________________________________________

	7.
	 
	Is this song effective intellectually?

_________________________________________________________________________
























ESSAY RUBRIC

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Thesis
	Clear, well developed thesis
	Contains a clear thesis with limited development
	Lacks a thesis, or thesis may be confused or underdeveloped
	No thesis

	Understanding of the Question
	Understands complexity of the question; deals with all parts of the question in depth
	Limited or lack of understanding of complexity; may deal with one part of the question in some depth, or in a more general way
	Ignores complexity; may deal with one part of the question, or all elements of the question in a superficial way
	May simply paraphrase or restate the question

	Analysis
	Provides effective analysis of the question; some imbalance permissible
	Limited analysis, mostly describes
	Weak or inappropriate analysis
	No analysis

	Supportive Information
	Supports thesis with substantial, relevant information
	Supports thesis with some factual information
	Lacks supporting information, or information given is minimal
	Incompetent, inappropriate responses

	Grammar and Structure
	May contain insignificant errors
	May contain minor errors that do not detract from overall essay
	May contain major errors
	Contains many major or minor errors

	Organization and Writing Style
	Well organized and well written
	Clearly organized and written, but not exceptional
	Weak organization and writing
	Disorganized and poorly written
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End Bad Breath.
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