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Structured Academic Controversy (SAC) Lesson
Overview

By the time students reach adolescence many believe that every issue comes neatly packaged in a pro/con format, and that the goal of classroom discussion, rather than to understand your opponent, is to defeat him. The SAC method provides an alternative to the "debate mindset" by shifting the goal from winning classroom discussions to understanding alternative positions and formulating historical syntheses. The SAC's structure demands students listen to each other in new ways and guides them into a world of complex and controversial ideas. 

The SAC was developed by cooperative learning researchers David and Roger Johnson of the University of Minnesota as a way to provide structure and focus to classroom discussions. Working in pairs and then coming together in four-person teams, students explore a question by reading about and then presenting contrasting positions. Afterwards, they engage in discussion to reach consensus. 

Directions

Please use the SAC Lesson Template and replace the text in red with your own.

STEP ONE – Formulate a Historical Question 

1. Develop a question that fits this year’s theme: "Women and the Struggle for Inclusion"
2. Choose a historical question that lends itself to contrasting viewpoints (with a “yes” and “no” answer equally plausible).

Examples

· "Was Abraham Lincoln a Racist?"

· "Was President Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb justified?”

· “Did minorities receive a “New Deal” in the 1930’s?”

· “Was the essence of the Black Panther Party violent?”

· “Was the Age of Jackson an age of democracy?”

3. E-mail Joe your historical question for approval joejelen@gmail.com 

May 10, 2012 - Historical Question Deadline for Approval
STEP TWO – Select Six Primary Sources

· At least four documents must be text (the others may be pictures, cartoons, charts, etc.)

· Three documents should support the “yes” position and three documents should support the “no” position.  (Some documents can contain arguments for both sides)

· Describe in the “Document Summary” section how these sources can be used in support of one or both positions.

· Be sure to include the hyperlinks to the original full text documents

· Suggested Online Primary Source Collections

· New York Public Library Digital Gallery
· The Avalon Project at Yale
· Library of Congress - My LOC
· The National Archives
STEP THREE – Modify Documents to 8th Grade Level

1. Create a head note for each document

· Write 2-3 sentences providing historical context for the document (consider telling students when, where, by whom, and for whom the source was originally created)

· Some research may be necessary for this

2. Modify the text of the document

· Make them shorter, clearer, and more focused

· Use excerpts and ellipses

· Cut any confusing or nonessential phrases to make it shorter and easier to follow

· Replace difficult words with easier synonyms

· Modify irregular punctuation, capitalization, or spelling

· Underline challenging vocabulary and provide a vocabulary legend

3. Include source information and a hyperlink to the full text for future teachers to find

4. OPTIONAL: Include guiding questions beneath the document to focus student attention

Please use the SAC Lesson Template and replace the text in red with your own.

June 1, 2012 – SAC Lesson Deadline
