TAH Lesson Plan
	Teacher 
	Jennifer Gilliam Anderson

	Grade
	6

	Title
	The Civil War through Picture Books


	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies/ELA

	Overview
	This unit maybe used in conjunction with any established Civil War unit utilizing a set curriculum or text series.  This unit was designed for Sixth Graders but maybe adjusted to fit any grade level from elementary to high school.  Students will learn how the Civil War affected civilians and soldiers in the Union and Confederacy.  Students will also examine the role of African Americans before, during and after the Civil War.  This will be made real through the use of picture books.  The picture books chosen for this unit give students the ability to identify to situations before and during the civil War.


	Essential Understanding
	Anti-war sentiment is often born out of the devastations of war.

Fiction mirrors some aspects of reality.  

Studying content vocabulary and new words in literature is essential to 
understanding what we read.

Active readers generate their own vocabulary growth lists.

Understanding others demands that we walk in their shoes; we can do so through reading and writing

	Essential Questions
	How does war impact both combatants and civilians?
Can a piece of fiction be historically accurate?
Are characteristics of our main characters fixed or can they evolve as people?


	CT Standards
	Social Studies
Access and gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources including electronic media (maps, charts, graphs, images, artifacts, recordings and texts)
Create various forms of written work (e.g. journals, essay, blog, webpage, brochure) to demonstrate understanding of history and social studies.
ELA  
Students comprehend and respond in literal, critical and evaluative ways to various texts that are read, viewed and heard.
Define vocabulary critical to the meaning of content-area texts and uses that knowledge to interpret texts.
Students express, develop and substantiate ideas and experiences through their own writing and artistic and technical presentations.



	Objectives
	Students will compare and contrast the worlds of anti bellum north and south through the eyes of a ten year old northerner as told in Nettie’s Trip South by Ann Turner.
Students will observe, discuss and analyze relationship dynamics between Union and Confederate soldiers as portrayed in Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco.
Students will develop a book cover for a student created compilation of stories depicting aspects of the civil war era.


	Materials
	Nettie’s Trip South by Ann Turner
Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco


	Day 1


	Do Now:  
Describe the geography of the northern United States.  Describe the geography of the southern United States.  What are the differences and similarities?  How do these differences change the lives of the people in each area?

Lesson Steps:  After students answer do now allow for them to share their responses.  

Introduce Nettie’s Trip South by reading the summary provided on the back and inside covers.  Explain to students that the story is told through the eyes of a ten year old girl growing up in Massachusetts.

Read the story to students and have them journal on the following questions:

What geographical differences are noted on the trip?  How do you think these differences influence how people live their lives?

Why does Nettie always look so carefully at the black people she comes in contact with?  What does she keep looking for and why?

How does Nettie and her brother and sister react to the slave auction?  Describe everything you noticed.



	
	Homework:  Write a summary of Nettie’s Trip South and write a book review (explain whether you would recommend the book to others or not and why)



	Day 2

	Do Now:
What are 5 ways friendships develop?  How can enemies become friends?

Lesson Steps:  Share do now responses and discuss the topic of friendship.

Display the book Pink and Say read the summary from the back cover and guide students through a picture walk.

Now read the story aloud.  Write the following vocabulary terms on the board and as the terms come up pause for students to create definitions as they are read in the story:  reckoning (p1)       outfits (p.14)            quartered (p.23)             ransacked (p.29)
mahogany (p.5)     vittles (p.16)             inconsolable (p.24)        jarred (p.35)
hands (p.13)          spectacles (p.23)       deserter (p.27)                cleaved (p.39)

After reading completing the read aloud ask students to retell what they considered the most important or most exciting part of the story.



	
	Homework:  What did you learn about the American Civil War from Pink and Say?  Explain how the book can be used not just for entertainment but also for educating people about the war

	Day 3


	Do Now:
In one complete paragraph explain what factors leading to the civil war were demonstrated in Nettie’s Trip South and what aspects of life during the war were depicted in Pink and Say.

(This do now maybe used as a formative assessment as can both homework assignments)

Lesson Steps:
Break students into groups of 3-5 students.  In each group provide at least one book for every student.  (books may come from school or local library and maybe the titles listed above as well as other supplemental books)

Each student is to have a sheet of paper.  On this paper list each book they pick up along with the author.  After perusing the book for a few minutes decide if you feel it would be worth reading and why in the space below the book’s title.

Explain to students they will peruse books form their table.  After 10 minutes have students exchange books with another table.  Every ten minutes during the class period continue to rotate books.  

After students have reviewed books have them compile a list of the books they would suggest to other students looking to learn more about the civil war based on the notes they took during the book rotations.  

	
	

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	 Using either Pink and Say OR Nettie’s Trip South create a new cover for the book.  Your front cover must include artwork which symbolizes the most important aspect of the story in your opinion.  The back cover must include a summary of the book and a review of the book.  Your book review must include what you feel is historically accurate or inaccurate about the book.

	Rubric 
			Reading - Analyzing Information : The Civil War through Picture Books

Teacher Name: Mrs. Jenkins (Gilliam Anderson) 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 






	CATEGORY 
	4: Exemplary 
	3:  Good Effort 
	2:  Needs Work 
	1:  Unacceptable 

	Front Cover 
	Includes the book title and author. Picture created uses a specific scene from the book which is critical to the historical content OR symbolism of a historical event from the book. 
	Includes the book titile and author. Uses a scene from the book vaguely associated with a historical event or facts OR shows symbolism some what related to the topic. 
	Book cover is vaguely connected to the events of the book and historical events connected to it. 
	Cover art is unrealted to the content of the book and historical significance. 

	Summarization 
	Student uses only 3-5 sentences to describe clearly what the book is about. 
	Student uses several sentences to accurately describe what the book is about. 
	Student summarizes most of the book accurately, but has some slight misunderstanding. 
	Student has great difficulty summarizing the book. 

	Book Review 
	Offers 1-2 sentence of summarization of key aspects of the book followed by what the student found historically accurate and significant. Followed by whether they would recommend the book to others, why or why not. 
	Student is missing one element from the exemplary category. 
	Student is missing two elements from the exemplary category. 
	Student is missing three or more elements from the exemplary category. 




	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· 
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