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	Overview
	This lesson is part of a unit I teach in my 8th Grade United States History class on Slavery, Resistance and Freedom.  In this lesson the students are continuing their study of the Underground Railroad, this time with an emphasis on the journey South into Florida.  Runaway slaves in the Deep South found refuge in Spanish Florida, by living in free black and Seminole Indian communities and by forming strategic military alliances with the Spanish and later the British.  The students will learn about one such settlement, Fort Negro, and the inhabitants fight to maintain their freedom and avoid returning to a life of slavery.  The video documentary was produced by myself as part of my participation in an NEH sponsored, Landmarks in American History Teachers Workshop on The Underground Railroad in the Deep South.



	Essential Understanding
	Florida was once a haven for runaway slaves from the Deep South. 

	Essential Questions
	· Why did runaway slaves go to Florida?  
· What was the purpose and function of The Negro Fort?
· Why were the reasons for General Andrew Jackson's calling for the destruction of The Negro Fort?

	CT Standards
	Content Standard(s): Content Knowledge

1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events in United States history.

1.13 Understanding the characteristics of and interactions among culture, social systems and institutions.

Standard 2: History/Social Studies Literacy Skills

2.2 Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources including electronic media.

2.3 Create various forms of written work to demonstrate an understanding of history and social studies issues.

Standard 3: Application

3.3 Analyze and evaluate human action in historical and/or contemporary contexts from alternate points of view.



	Objectives
	Students will: 

· Examine the reasons why run-away African Americans sought freedom in Florida during the ante-bellum period.
· Examine the history of Fort Negro.
· Analyze and evaluate the different points of view on the existence/destruction of Fort Negro between the Black and Native American inhabitants of the fort and General Andrew Jackson.  
· Create written work that explains how Fort Negro was an “Enclave of Freedom” in the Spanish Florida.


	Materials
	· Google Earth Map on “The Underground Railroad South To Florida.
· “The Negro Fort” from the website Rebellion: John Horse and the Black Seminoles, the First Black Rebels to Beat American Slavery.
· Video Documentary, Fort Negro.


	
	Details of the Activity 

1. Review with the class exactly what was the Underground Railroad.  Have a class look at map of the United States in the early 19th century.  Lead a discussion on the escape options available to slaves in the Deep South.  Explain to the students that Florida had been a haven for runaway slaves from South Carolina and Georgia since 1687. (5 minutes)

2. Using Google Earth (or regular map) point out a route from Georgia to Fort Mose in Northern Florida.  Point out that this was the site of the first free black community in North America, established by the Spanish for runaway blacks escaping British controlled Georgia in 1738.  Next map out a route from Atlanta, Georgia to Fort Negro, along the mouth of the Apalachicola River in Western Florida.  Point out that this fort was built by the British and then turned over to runaway African Americans and Native Americans to allow them to live in freedom. (The Underground Railroad South To Florida-Google Earth) (15 minutes) 

3. Read as a class and discuss “The Negro Fort” from the website Rebellion: John Horse and the Black Seminoles, the First Black Rebels to Beat American Slavery (20 minutes)                        

                                    Homework

· Complete discussion topics on why African American sought refuge in Spanish Florida in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Use the Rebellion website as a source.
1. Why did runaway slaves from Georgia go to Florida?

2. What do you think happened to runaway slaves in Florida if  recaptured?

3. What did white farmers and planters who lived north of the Negro Fort worry about?

4. Why do you think the Spanish were not able to control Florida?

5. Do you think that the state of Florida should make Fort Mose and Fort Negro a memorial to African Americans? Why?


Day 2 

	
	           Details of the Activity 

1. Correct homework from previous day. (10 minutes)

2. Watch teacher produced you tube video documentary on Fort Negro. (10 minutes)

3. Have class debate on the African American reasons for establishing the Fort and Andrew Jackson’s reasons for destroying the Fort. (20 minutes)

                 Homework

Have students complete the following writing assignment: 

Assignment: In your journals (or on a class blog) explain why Fort Negro was an “enclave of freedom” for runaway African Americans seeking freedom in the Deep South.  Make sure to support your answer with evidence from the text or the video documentary.  Make a reply to at least three comments from your fellow students.  

(Optional) Respond to video, “Fort Negro”, explaining why Fort Negro was an “enclave of freedom” for African Americans seeking freedom in the Deep South.

     

	Day 3
	                 Details of the Activity 

1. Share journal (or blog) responses in class. 

	
	

	Rubric 
	Journal Entry:   

1. Did you answer the question; Why was Fort Negro considered an “enclave of freedom for runaway African Americans? 

2. Did you share you response in class? (

3. Did you listen attentively to your “Share Quad” responses? 

Rating Scale: Parts 1-3 Done-A/Parts 1 and 2 or 3 Done-B/Part 1 Done only-C/Part 3 only-D/No Parts completed-F

Blog Comment:

1. Did you post a comment to the class blog?

2. Did you answer the question; Why was Fort Negro considered an “enclave of freedom for runaway African Americans?

3. Did you reply to at least five other comments to the post?

Rating Scale: Parts 1-3 Done:A/Parts 1 & 2 Done:B/Parts 1 & 3 Done:C/Part 3: D/No parts completed-F

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	Additional resources on Fort Negro:

1. Fort Gadsen from Wikipedia.

2. Florida’s Negro Fort from Africans in America 



