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Name

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness II:  

Slavery and Emancipation

Title: Slave Rebellions of the 1820’s and ‘30’s
Possible Subject Area(s); History; Humanities.
Overview This project relates to the topic of slave rebellions between 1822 and 1839.  When looking at this period, from Denmark Vesey’s execution in 1822 to the Amistad captives’ freedom in 1839, it becomes obvious that sentiments over slavery in America were changing.  Although the Dred Scott decision many years later would show how powerful slavery still was in this country, the reaction to that decision showed how equally powerful anti-slavery had become.  In these activities, students will learn about three rebellions in the selected period, and a writer (David Walker) who helped change and intensify attitudes among abolitionists of the time.  Then they will closely study the Amistad case and write one or two newspaper articles in which they articulate the changes that the Amistad case has brought. 
Essential Understanding: Students will understand how the Amistad case tested slavery laws, and demonstrated a changed perspective on slave rebellions in 1839.

Essential Questions: Why was the Amistad case important?  How did public perception of slavery and slave rebellions change in the 1830’s?
CT Standards: 

1.12 Evaluate the impact significant individuals have had on historical events.

1.13 Analyze how events in Connecticut have contributed to developments in U.S. history.
2.9-10.1 Demonstrate an understanding of major events and trends in United States and local history.

3.1 Use evidence to develop an interpretation of a historical event.

4.9-10.4 Display empathy for people who have lived in the past.

Objectives:

· The student will understand the nuances of 1800’s slave laws, such as the difference between Bozales and Ladinos.

· The student will understand how newspaper writers “spin” their stories to influence public opinion.

· The student will create an original newspaper article reporting on the facts and impact of the Amistad case.
Materials Needed: 

· Denmark Vesey article (www.pbs.org/thisfarbyfaith/people/denmark_vesey.html)
· David Walker articles (www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2930.html and www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2931.html)
· Scholars on David Walker articles (www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4i2982.html and www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4i2983.html)
· Nat Turner article (www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3p1518.html)
· “Facts about the Amistad case” (FACTS ABOUT THE AMISTAD CASE.doc)
· Slave Rebellions Stations Activity Worksheet (Slave Rebellions Stations Worksheet.doc)
· “The Voyage of La Amistad” documentary video (MPI Media Group, 1998)
· Video Comprehension Worksheets (Voyage of La Amistad Video Notes.doc and Voyage of La Amistad Video Notes II.doc)

· Amistad Newspaper Assignment sheet (AMISTAD CULMINATING PROJECT.doc)

· Newspaper Article Format Sheet (Newspaper Article Guidelines 2.doc)

· A Contemporary Newspaper Article

· A rubric based on fulfillment of the Amistad Culminating Project Guidelines

Suggested Activities/Procedures:

NOTE: This unit plan was designed for two 80-minute block periods and two 45-minute class periods with classes of 10-18 students.

Day 1

· DO NOW: Copy the Slave Rebellions timeline (on the board) into your journal.  Review the word “Abolitionist” (Students should have already read the chapter “Slavery & Abolition” in The Americans, or a similar chapter in another textbook, before this lesson) 10 mins.

· STATIONS ACTIVITY: Students go station-to-station in groups of 2-4, making notes on the SLAVE REBELLIONS STATIONS WORKSHEET.  Each station contains a folder with enough copies of an article for every student at that station (Denmark Vesey; David Walker; Scholars on David Walker; Nat Turner; Facts about the Amistad Case).  Ten-minute limit at each station. 50 minutes.
· CLOSURE (IN JOURNAL): What connections did you make between these different events? 10 mins. 
· CLOSURE SHARE: List students’ connections on board.  Students copy notes into their journals. 10 mins.
Day 2

· STATIONS II: Return to the two folders that were most unfinished for you (or which you are most interested in returning to). Continue to fill in your Stations Activity worksheet for these two stations. 40 mins.
· VIDEO: Watch the first half of THE VOYAGE OF LA AMISTAD and fill in the VOYAGE OF LA AMISTAD VIDEO NOTES sheet. 40 mins.
Day 3

· VIDEO II: Watch the second half of THE VOYAGE OF LA AMISTAD and fill in the VOYAGE OF LA AMISTAD VIDEO NOTES II sheet. 40 mins.
Day 4

· PREPARATION: Have key dates written on the board (for the articles): 
July 2, 1839 Date of the Rebellion.

August 26, 1839 Date of Capture

March 9, 1841 Date of the Supreme Court Decision

· DO NOW: Read the (short, contemporary) newspaper article, then write down what the author is trying to get you to think.  10 mins.
· DISCUSSION: How do you know the author was trying to get you to think that?  What is your evidence?  10 mins.
· ASSIGNMENT: Give back Amistad Video Notes sheets and also give out the Amistad Facts sheet and the Newspaper Guidelines and Amistad Culminating Project sheet.  Students begin to create their newspaper articles. 25 mins. 
· HOMEWORK: Finish your newspaper article (or articles).

Suggested Assessment/Evaluation: Amistad Newspaper Article (or articles); Amistad Quiz (optional).

Possible Extensions/Resources: A history of Abolitionism would be a good preparation for, or follow-up to, this unit.  Knowing about the differences between he founding generation (1700’s-1820’s) and the Anti-Slavery generation of Walker, Garrison, Douglass, etc. (1830’s and on) would enhance student understanding of the changes in this period.
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