Title:  The Emancipation Proclamation:  Three Different Viewpoints
Possible Subject Areas: 

Social Studies/American History

Overview:

This 3 day unit should be taught when students have some background knowledge of southern plantation owners, daily life of slaves, and abolitionists. Students will analyze the Emancipation Proclamation and examine it from three different points of view; a response from a Southern Planter, a response from a fervent abolitionist and finally a reaction from a freed slave.  Students will then be assigned a research project.  In research teams, students will research how slavery still exists in today’s world and compare the characteristics of modern day slavery to those aspects of Americas past with slavery.
Essential Understanding:

The Emancipation Proclamation did not end slavery.  It was a long and complicated process.  People from different walks of life had different reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation.  Through analysis of the Emancipation Proclamation, students will understand the differing reactions to the legal end of slavery. Through an analysis of modern day slavery and accompanying research project and presentations, students will discover that slavery still exists and make connection between past and present.
Essential Questions:

When it comes to understanding the complex issues like slavery, why is it important to look at the issue from different viewpoints?

How is slavery still relevant in today’s world?

CT Standards:

1.1.4 Explain how specific individuals and their ideas and beliefs influenced U.S. history

3.2.4 Justify why people might have different points of view on a 

 historical event or contemporary issue

3.3.3 Analyze the options available to an individual in a historical or contemporary situation

Objectives:

· Students will be able to analyze a primary source document

· Students will be able to construct a properly written response from three different viewpoints

· Students will compare slavery today with slavery in the 1800’s

· Students will create a research project

· Students will present project to classmates

Materials Needed:

· Internet access, LCD projector, worksheets (included), books, magazines articles, newspapers are optional

Suggested Activities/Procedures:

Day 1:  

Analyze the Emancipation Proclamation with students

On the link below you will find the complete text to the entire document.  This can be printed or projected on an LCD screen.

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/
See below for an excerpt that can be more easily used with lower grades or lower level students:
	From the Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863

...And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said United States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defense; and I recommend to them that, in all cases, when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages.

And I futhur declare ad make known, that such persons of suitable conditions, will be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, Invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor Almighty God.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto fore set unto my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of

January, in the year of our Lord on thousand eight

Hundred and sixty three, and of the independence of the 

United States of America the eighty seventh.

By the President:  ABRAHAM LINCOLN

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of 

State


Using the worksheet from achives.gov, have students analyze the document with a partner, or individually, and then come back together as a class and discuss.

http://archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
(20 Minutes)

After discussing document, tell students they will be looking at the Emancipation Proclamation from three points of view.  First they will be writing a response to the Proclamation from the point of view of a Southern Planter. 

Differentiating Instruction:

· Have students draw a picture as if they were responding to the Emancipation Proclamation as a Southern Plantation owner, or create a story board, with captions.

Name_______________Date____________

	Possible Reactions:  A Southern Planter

· Compose a response to the Emancipation Proclamation from the viewpoint of a Southern planter devoted to the preservation of slavery
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Homework:  Finish response from a Southern Planter

Day 2:  

Today’s Lesson will be to respond to the Emancipation Proclamation from the point of view of an Abolitionist or a Freed Slave.  Discuss with students that they will have a choice which persona they wish to take on to respond with.

Name_______________________Date___________

	Possible Reactions: A Fervent Abolitionist

· Compose a response to the Emancipation Proclamation from the viewpoint of a fervent abolitionist.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Name ____________________Date____________

	Possible Reaction: A Freed Slave

· Compose a response to the Emancipation Proclamation from the viewpoint of a freed slave.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




(30 minutes)

· Differentiating Instruction:  give students who need extra support some questions to help them structure their response.  

Think, Pair, Share.  Once students have structured their responses, have them pair up with someone who took on the viewpoint of a different persona.  Let students discuss how their responses to the Emancipation Proclamation differed, and in a whole class discussion, ask why they think that is so.

(10 Minutes)

Homework Day 2  (Complete response if not done in class)

Day 3:

As a way to introduce research project, ask students if they think slavery still exists today.  Allow students to discuss in a structured way.

(5 minutes)

Handout the following article for students to read and hold a brief class discussion on slavery in the modern world

	Slavery Today
From Kevin Bates, Disposable People,1999

…Bilal raises before dawn.  He has slept somewhere around his master’s house in the sprawl of Nouakchott (the capital of Mauritania), perhaps on the back porch or under a cardboard shelter in the walled yard.  His breakfast is some rice or leftovers served by the slave women who got up earlier to begin cooling for the household.  By dawn his is on the street driving his donkey and card to a public well where he laboriously fills two sixty-liter barrels by hand.  The well is just a hold in the ground with some bricks arranged around its edge.  There is no tap or standpipe or pump.  No pulley or crank-just a large metal can attached to a rope.  Working quickly, pulling up bucket after bucket, Bilal pours the water through the makeshift funnel into his barrels.  Once they are filled, another slave steps in to begin filing his barrels, and Bilal starts his rounds…

Bilal is about twenty years old and he was brought to the city by his master three years ago.  At his master’s house in the country side Bilal did all of the jobs young slaves were expected to do-washing, cleaning, tending the goats and the camels, gardening, hauling water, digging and fetching and carrying…Bilal’s father and grandfather were also slaves to his master’s family.  Before that he doesn’t know anything about his own family.  His mother continues to work at his master’s house in the countryside…

Since coming to the city Bilal has learned a great deal…He has also learned that life has more possibilities than being a master or slave.  “What I really want,” He said, “is a salary-a fixed amount of money for the work I do.”  He knows now that other people sometimes work for salaries, that they have jobs and at night go home to their won homes.  “but when I asked my master about a salary, he told me that it was better this way, that he gives me food, maybe a little pocket money, and that I should stay in his household-what can I do? “  There is very little Bilal can do; he is trapped.  He has no money and no other way of making money.  He knows how to sell water, but the donkey, cart, and the barrels belong to his master.  Away from his master he has nowhere to live and no way to pay for a rented room.  “If I complain, my master will send me back to the countryside where he has even more control over me.”  he said.


After reading the above article about modern day slavery, tell students they will be doing a research project to investigate the issue of modern day slavery.

They can use the internet, the school library, periodicals, or the web-sites below to access and locate relevant information.
Suggested Assessment/Evaluation

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=CustomizeTemplateDownloadFile&
Possible Extension/Resources

· Extend research project to include skits, songs, plays, models
· Extend research project to include an essay or research on the issue
· Your research team needs to investigate the issue of modern day slavery.

· You can use the school library, periodicals, or web-sites to locate the information needed.  You may start by referring to the web-sites below:

www.laborish.com/act/camp/stop/class-acts/students.htm
www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  (HINT-type the word “slavery” into the search box

· Your research project can cover the news reports or slavery, describe the modern forms of slavery, or portray the modern-day abolitionists

· Plan to spend five to seven minutes presenting your project to the class in an oral presentation with visual aids.

· Make sure to compare the characteristics of modern day slavery to those of the American past.

· In your presentation, you can and should use drawings, and other visual materials.

· You can and should use other materials found in books, magazines, or on the internet, just be sure to cite your sources and use a bibliography.







