	Title
	The 54th Massachusetts Infantry

 

	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies (8-12)

	Overview
	Students will study the challenges and contributions of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry during the Civil War.

	Essential Understanding
	Despite discrimination and dangers, black Union soldiers were active agents for change during the Civil War.



	Essential Questions
	What was it like to be a black soldier fighting for the Union during the Civil War?



	CT Standards
	Standard 1 – Content Knowledge 
Knowledge of concepts and information from history and social studies is necessary to promote understanding of our nation and our world.

Standard 2 – History/Social Studies Literacy 
Competence in literacy, inquiry and research skills is necessary to analyze, evaluate and present history and social studies information.  


	Objectives
	· Demonstrate an understanding of the role that the 54th Massachusetts Infantry had on the course of war and society

· Analyze and interpret primary and secondary source documents

· Create a historically accurate writing piece depicting the challenges and contributions of the 54th

	Materials
	Day 1 Activity Summary Handout

Day 1 Activity Summary Rubric

Day 2 Activity Resource A: Why Fight? Handouts

Day 2 Activity Resource B: Discrimination Handouts

Day 2 Activity Resource C: Danger Handouts

Day 2 Activity Resource D: Retaliation Handouts

Day 2 Activity Resource E: Achievements Handouts

Day 2 Activity Presentation Organizer

Day 3 RAFT Assignment Handout

Day 3 RAFT Rubric

RAFT Graphic Organizer

Transparencies of source documents or self-created PowerPoint presentation



	Day 1


	Summary: “Boil Down Method” 

· Materials: Day 1 Activity Summary Handout

Utilizing the passage located on “Day 1 Activity Summary Handout”, teacher will lead a whole group round-robin read of the passage twice.  Next, general reading comprehension questions will be discussed.  After the discussion, students will be divided into small cooperative groups (one group for each paragraph).  Teacher will model the first section by selecting the two most important sentences in the first section and writing them down on the white board.  Each group will do the same for their assigned paragraphs, also placing their sentences on the white board.  Students will copy down the sentences into their notebooks to use for homework.  (est. time: 35 minutes)



	Homework
	Students will revise grammar so the sentences chosen flow like a single paragraph while also revising using their own words.

  

	Day 2+ 

	Primary Source Analysis / Interpretation:“Jigsaw Activity”

· Materials: Day 2 Activity Resource A: Why Fight? Handouts; Day 2 Activity Resource B: Discrimination Handouts; Day 2 Activity Resource C: Danger Handouts; Day 2 Activity Resource D: Retaliation Handouts; Day 2 Activity Resource E: Achievements Handouts;  Day 2 Activity Presentation Organizer; and Transparencies of source documents or self-created PowerPoint presentation

As an anticipatory set, select a few students to read their summaries.  Students will then work in small cooperative groups to analyze and interpret one source document.  Inform them that they will be presenting the information gathered with the rest of the group.  Prior to the start, students should first be directed to the “Think About It…” question to generate purpose for reading.  Furthermore, the written document analysis worksheet should be reviewed, informing students that question number six (letters a, d and e) will be presented to the class.  Ultimately, students will be asked to write a letter using this information.  Once all groups have completed their analyses, the “Activity Presentation Organizer” could be passed out and the presentations can begin.  Teachers should use transparencies or PowerPoint slides to show the source material.  (est. time: 60-90 minutes)



	Homework
	None  

	Day 3

	“RAFT” Letter

materials: Day 3 RAFT Assignment Handouts; RAFT Graphic Organizers; and RAFT Rubric 

Students will work independently to complete a historically

accurate letter written from the perspective of their choice which

answers the essential question, “What was it like to be a black soldier fighting for the Union during the Civil War?”.

In addition, students should be directed to utilize the information gathered during their presentations and written down on the Activity Presentation Organizer to promote the use of specific details related to subject or time period.
(est. time: 45 minutes)



	Homework
	Finish Letter

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Day One: Guided Reading Comprehension discussion questions utilized to gauge understanding of secondary source passage and Summary with Rubric.

Day Two:  Written Document Analysis Worksheets

Day Three:  RAFT Writing Assignment and Rubric 

	Rubric 
	See Handouts: Day 1 Activity Summary Rubric and Day 3 RAFT Assignment Handout and RAFT Rubric Handout



	Possible Extensions/Resources
	Additional research on: Connecticut All-Black Regiments, Robert Gould Shaw, Frederick Douglass’s sons’ roles in the 54th, and watch the motion picture Glory.


