TAH Lesson Plan
	Teacher 
	Bob Osborne, Hill Regional Career Magnet High School

	Grade
	10th Grade, United States History 1 (Through the Civil War)

	Title
	Sugar Plantations in the Caribbean, Where Slavery and the Plantation System Entered the New World

	Subject Area(s)
	Colonialism, Slavery, The Middle Passage, The Production of Sugar, Caribbean History, The Plantation System

	Overview
	The primary focus will be on the process of growing sugar cane, the harvesting of sugar cane, the production of sugar and the labor required in the entire process on the sugar plantations on the islands in the Caribbean Sea. . In the 1600s there was great demand for sugar and it was critical for economic success that the most amount of sugar be produced in the least amount of time. Once the sugar process began, timing became the critical factor in production because once the sugar cane is cut it has to be processed within 24 hours or the cane juice will begin to ferment. The very labor-intensive work cycle of sugar production started at the point the sugar cane is cut down. Sugar could be produced most successfully at the time by round the clock labor provided by slaves from Africa. 

	Essential Understanding
	The objective of this lesson plan is to introduce the students to the enslavement of Africans in order to produce sugar on the sugar plantations in the Caribbean in the 1600s and 1700s and the connection between the plantation system that evolved there and the plantation system that developed in the southern United States.

	Essential Questions
	Why did the production of sugar require so much manual labor? How was the timing of production important in the plantation? Why were African slaves selected to do the manual labor and what were the conditions they worked under? Why were there so many slaves introduced to the Caribbean during this time? What were the critical factors in the production of sugar and what were the effects of interruptions on the process? What were the variables that could affect production that were not directly part of the process of sugar production? How did the sugar plantations of the Caribbean influence the development of the plantation system in the southern United States?

	CT Standards
	The Connecticut Social Studies Standards three areas of focus are addressed in this lesson plan. The Content focus is fulfilled in all basic requirements and this lesson plan specifically addresses #29 AND #47. The History/Social Studies Skill Development requirements are met with particular applicability to Standards #1, #2, #4 and #11. The Application focus is particularly addressed by addressing Standards #1, #2, #6 and #9.

	Objectives
	1)     Students will understand the economics of sugar production and the intense labor it required.
2)    Students will understand the relationship between economic success and the use of slaves of African origin. The students will also be introduced to the economic and social structure of a plantation.
3)    Students will understand the demands made on the slave workers and the suffering they endured.
4)    Students will use critical thinking skills to analyze the variables of sugar production.
5)    Students will use critical thinking skills to anticipate the development of the plantation system in the colonial period in the southern colonies.

	Materials
	For students addressed in this lesson plan there are six handouts that will be required for class work and homework. They are:
1)     “Slave Labour and Sugar Production Drawing” by Pierre Pomet
http://bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/sugar/sugar.html
2)    “Sugar and Slavery: Molasses to Rum to Slaves” by Jean M. West from the Slavery in America Website
3)    “The Slave Trade” from Chapter 2, “The Human Market” from the Black Experience in America Website 
4)    “Forever Linked” Chart of Slave Populations in the Caribbean from the Caribbean History: The Business of Slavery Website
5)    “The Sugar and Slave Trades” from the European Voyages of Discovery Website
6)    “The Sugar Trade in the West Indies and Brazil Between 1492 and 1700” by Mark Johnston at: http://bell.lib.umn.edu/Products/sugar/sugar.html
In addition to the handouts, teachers can prepare for the lesson by reading the Introduction and first three chapters of the book called Sweetness and POWER by Sidney W. Mintz, Penguin Books, 1985 and the introduction and chapters 6 and 7 in the book,  SALTWATER SLAVERY by Stephanie E. Smallwood, Harvard University Press, 2007. I recommend reading by books in their entirety. They are excellent sources for insights and background information.

	Day 1

	Details of the Activity 
This lesson plan assumes that it will be employed in three consectutive 82 minute periods.
 
First Activity: (50 minutes)
Distribute the Drawing of Pierre Pomet
Each student should look carefully at the drawing using the See, think and Wonder Protocol
1)     They should make a list of what they see in the illustration
2)    Then they should think about what they saw means and write down what they think is happening in the illustration
3)    They should then wonder about what they saw and draw inferences from what they saw making sure that they use the lists they made before to support their inferences
4)    Then the class should be divided into groups of three to discuss what they have done to date and make three composite lists, what they saw, what they think it means and what they can infer from the first two when they wonder about it.
5)    Then the teacher can make three composite lists on the board based on discussions with the entire class and each student should hand in his or her own lists
Second Activity:  (32 minutes)
Starting in class and continuing as homework each student should carefully read the Slavery in America 4 page handout by West. They should underline the topic sentence in each paragraph and make an overall outline depicting the timing and sequencing of sugar production.
 

	
	Homework
SEE ABOVE

	Day 2
 
	Details of the Activity 
Third Activity: (60 minutes)
The teacher should facilitate an interactive discussion that the teacher uses as the source for a list on the board of the topic sentences and the overall outline of the timing and sequencing of sugar production. 
Fourth Activity: (22 minutes) 
The students should then begin to read the “Sugar and Slave Trade” handouts in class paying particular attention to the passages describing life in Africa and the Middle Passage.
 

	
	Homework
Each student will read “The Sugar and Slave Trades”and the “Slave Trade” handout completely and make a list of the things they noted about the Middle Passage.
 

	Day 3
 
 
	Details of the Activity 
Fifth Activity (20 minutes)
After a class discussion about reactions to the descriptions of the Middle Passages each student will make a reflective response to the Middle Passage that can be in words, or drawings or any combination of both.
Sixth Activity (60 minutes)
After a brief introduction of what “variables” are and introduction of a few examples from the teacher the class will be broken up into groups of four and each group will make their own lists of the variables that could affect sugar production and place them in one of two categories: Sugar Production Process Itself and Outside Factors that Could Impact Sugar Production. The class with the most extensive and complete list of variables will be given the most extra credit. After the groups have made their lists the class will reconvene and there will be a master list of the variables made on the board. (Note: all board lists in this lesson will be copied and distributed to each student)
·   

	
	Homework
Preparation for Postscript Discussion: Each student should read the Mark Johnston article and describe one variable that could affect sugar production in detail. At the beginning of the next class, each student will present their description of the variable. Then the lesson will end with an interactive discussion, led by the teacher about how the plantation system actually worked and what might be its role in the American South.
 

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Assessment will be done on the basis of:
1)     Overall group and class participation
2)    Thoughtful quality of the individual lists generated
3)    Quality of Reflective Response
4)    Quality of Description and Presentation on a Variable in Sugar Production

	Rubric 
	The Rubric for this lesson will measure the following:
 1). See /Think/ Wonder or Observation/Logic/Thought Activity 1
 2) Recognizing Topic Sentences Activity 2
 3) Demonstrating Knowledge of Sugar Production Activity 2
 4) Reflective Response Activity 5
 5) Identifying Variables and their possible impacts Activity 6
 6) Overall Assessment including Participation in Discussions
The indicators for students and teachers will be demonstrating: 
A)   Sufficient Knowledge and Accuracy
B)   Less Complete Knowledge with Inconsistent Accuracy
C)    Inadequate Knowledge 
I. The criteria for measurement In Activity 1 would be how well the students used the three step approach in carefully observing and noting what they saw in the Pierre Pomet drawing, what they think it represents, what they think it means and what conclusions or thoughts can be made from what they observed.
 II. The criteria for measurement in Activity 2 would be how well the students do in successfully determining the topic sentences in each paragraph of the homework.
 III. The third criteria for measurement would be the quality of the outline depicting the process of the production of sugar.
 IV. The fourth criteria for measurement would be an assessment of the quality of the reflective piece on the Middle Passage.
 V. The fifth criteria for measurement would be the quality of the description of a single variable by each student.
 VI. The criteria for measurement of overall performance throughout the lesson would be the results of the five criteria above and the teacher’s assessment of the quality of each student’s participation in class discussion during the lesson.


	Possible Extensions/Resources
	There are many possible extensions of this lesson. I will suggest two:
1)     Using the Chart of Slave Population in the Caribbean and a similar chart of slave populations in the colonial south there are some fascinating observations and possible conclusions to be made.
2)    This completed lesson can be the foundation for the introduction of Slavery to America at anytime when it fits a teacher’s planning and it can be used as a recurring point of reference throughout the year.


