TAH Lesson Plan

	Teacher 
	J’aime Ottaviano

	Grade
	8th or 11th Grade

	Title
	Historical Fiction Narrative of an African American during the Jim Crow Era

	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies and Language Arts

	Overview
	After the Civil War slavery was abolished, blacks earned their citizenship, and they were granted the right to vote.  However, blacks still faced discrimination and were restricted from voting.

 

	Essential Understanding
	· Students will understand how African Americans faced discrimination during the Jim Crow Era.  

· Students will understand how literacy tests, poll taxes, and the grandfather clause placed voting restrictions on African Americans.

 

	Essential Questions
	Was Reconstruction really a time of progress for African Americans?

	CT Standards
	· 1.1 Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of major events and trends of United States history 
· 2.3 Create various forms of written work (e.g., journal essay, blog, Web page, brochure) to demonstrate an understanding of history and social studies issues. 
· 3.1 Use evidence to indentify, analyze, and evaluate historical interpretations.  

	Objectives
	· Students will create a historical narrative from the point of view of an African American during the Jim Crow Era.  

· Students will translate historical events of Jim Crow Laws, Literacy Tests, Poll Taxes, and the Grandfather Clause into story, setting, and action.  

	Materials
	Handouts:  See below

Overhead Projector

	
	Students should have already researched the Civil War and Reconstruction before writing their historical fiction narratives.  

	Day 1



	Details of the Activity 

· Students will be given a handout on creating historical narratives along with a rubric and checklist.  See below
· Read the handouts and discuss with the class. (15 minutes)
· Assignment:  Write a historical fiction narrative on the life of an African-American during the Jim Crow Era.  Your narrative should focus on the discrimination of African-Americans and the voting restrictions they faced.  (5 minutes)
· Students will receive an outline to organize the narrative-setting, character, and action along with a sensory details graphic organizer.  Model and discuss both graphic organizers.  (10 minutes) See below
· Students should work independently for the rest of the class on the outline and the sensory details.  (30 minutes) 

	
	Homework

Students should finish the outline and sensory details graphic organizers for homework.  

	Day 2


	Details of the Activity 

· The class will make a list of sensory details.  Use the overhead projector or PowerPoint.  Students were given the assignment the night before to finish for homework.  This should only take 15 minutes.  

· Students will write a rough draft of their narrative. (45 minutes)  They should use their sensory details graphic organizer and their outline to begin working.

· Have students begin with the introduction.  Circulate the room to check for understanding.  



	
	Homework

Students will work on their rough draft.

	Day 3


	Details of the Activity 

·  Students will peer-edit rough drafts.  The class should be set-up for group work.  There should be 3-4 students in a group.  Students should read all narratives in the group.  (20 minutes)  
· If there are students who did not complete their assignments, set-up a section for those students to work independently.  

· Once the peer-editing process is complete, students should work on their final draft.  (40 minutes)

	
	Homework

Work on final draft.

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	· Students should be graded on the process and completion of their historical narrative.  

	Rubric 
	See below

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· Students create a performance from their writing.

· Students become storytellers and share their essay to groups or the class.

· Students design and create a picture book from their story.

· Students perform a reader’s theater with the story.


Historical Fiction Narrative Account Rubric

	Does Your 
Narrative Account:
	4 – 
Exceeds Standards
	3 –
Meets Standards
	2 – 
Approaching Standards
	1 – 
Far Below Standards

	Engage the reader by establishing a context and otherwise developing reader interest?
	Opening paints a picture of a realistic world, character, lifestyle, or setting through accurate, carefully chosen details.
	Opening establishes setting, characters, lifestyle, and relationships.
	Opening mentions setting, characters, lifestyle, and relationships.
	Opening may include little if any information about setting, character, lifestyle, and relationships.

	Create an organizing structure?
	Narrative is divided into scenes; scene endings effectively advance plot or character.
	Narrative is clearly divided into scenes using space breaks and/or transitional phrases.
	Narrative is divided mostly into scenes; some scene shifts may be unclear.
	Scene shifts are confusing or nonexistent.

	Include sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character?
	Action is shown through vivid verbs, careful selection of detail, and effective pacing; sensory details are used for specific purposes.
	Action is shown through verbs and detail; sensory details are used.
	Action is told rather than shown; little use of sensory detail.
	Action may be difficult to follow.

	Exclude extraneous details and inconsistencies?
	All actions and conversations are necessary and relevant to the development of the story.
	Most actions and conversations are necessary and relevant to the development of the story.
	A few actions and conversations are necessary and relevant to the development of the story, while some may seem unrelated.
	Few actions and /or conversations: a collection of occurrences rather than a developed, sequenced plot.

	Develop complex characters?
	Believable characters are revealed through speech, thought, action and reaction.
	Some characters may seem somewhat “flat,” and are revealed through speech and action.
	Most characters are “flat,” and are revealed through speech and action.
	All characters are “flat.”

	Use a range of appropriate strategies, such as description, dialogue, tension or suspense, naming, and specific narrative devices?
	Strategies such as description, dialogue, tension or suspense, and naming are skillfully woven throughout the plot.
	A range of appropriate strategies used to develop the plot and characters.
	Some effective strategies are used in the story.
	Only one or two strategies are used in the story are used in the story, or the strategies that are used render the piece confusing and difficult to follow.

	Provide a sense of closure to the writing?
	Provides a satisfying sense of closure with a clear sense of how the main character has changed and grown.
	Provides a sense of closure and some sense the character’s development.
	Provides some sense of closure; some “loose ends” may exist.
	Story ends abruptly.


Historical Fiction Narrative Account Rubric

Here is a checklist to help you focus your efforts:

· Engage the reader from the beginning by creating an authentic setting and character

· Divide your narrative into scenes that effectively advance the plot or develop character

· Include sensory images and concrete language to develop the plot and your characters

· Exclude extraneous details, which means you should consider each word carefully to make sure it adds meaning for the reader

· Develop complex characters through speech, thoughts, actions, and reactions

· Use a range of strategies such as dialogue, tension or suspense, naming, and specific action

· Proofread for spelling and grammatical errors

· Present your work professionally—it should be typed and formatted in a professional manner (use Times New Roman 12-point type and double space your work)
 Creating a Historical Narrative through Story-Writing

Handout for Student

Creating a historical narrative about the past invites students to develop a story from the facts or events in a unit of study.  A narrative may involve research and imagination, as in the day in the life of a person during the Civil War.

Even a narrative that includes an imaginative component, however, must also contain factual element.  This writing process enables students to explore the voice of a storyteller and to retell a story from multiple perspectives.  These stories rely on descriptive writing, using energetic, lively adjectives and action verbs in the story.

Like a feature story, this essay structure will have a beginning, middle, and end.  A strong narrative often includes sensory details.  You might find it helpful to fill out an observation chart from the event upon which your narrative will center.  List details relating to all five senses, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.   

When writing your introduction try starting with description or dramatic action.  In the body write about events in chronological order.  Include transitions that clarify chronological relationships (such as first, later, meanwhile, and finally) to keep the reader oriented.  Use sensory details to bring the even to life and add your own feelings and thoughts where appropriate.  In your conclusion, create a sense of completion with a final thought on the significance of the event or issue presented in the narrative.    

Steps to writing a historical narrative:

· Research the topic

· Outline the narrative setting, character, action

· List sensory details

· Write rough draft

· Edit and revise

· Write final draft

Outline for narrative-setting, character, action

	Narrative-setting




	Characters




	Action




List of Sensory Details

	Sight
	Sound
	Smell
	Taste
	Touch

	
	
	
	
	








