TAH Lesson Plan

	Teacher 
	Patricia-Ann Pendl

	Grade
	8

	Title
	Six Women … On the Institution of Slavery – How did they decide?

	Subject Area(s)
	U.S. History, Women’s History, Civics

	Overview
	Students will explore the lives of six women who lived in the 100 years between the American Revolution and the Civil War.  They will note how the women felt about the institution of slavery and what conditions of their life might have led them to hold that position.



	Essential Understanding
	Students will recognize how economic status, differing time periods, geographic location, and education were all factors in determining a woman’s position on the institution of slavery.



	Essential Questions
	1.  How did economic status help to shape a woman’s perspective on slavery in the years between the American Revolution and the Civil War?

2. What influence did geography have on a woman’s position on slavery?

3. Given the time period in which they lived did women living outside the plantation (particularly in the north) have a clear understanding of plantation life?



	CT Standards
	1.1  Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in U.S. history.

1.4  Demonstrate an understanding of geographical space and place.

1.9  Understand the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

2.2   Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, including electronic media.

2.4  Demonstrate an ability to participate in social studies discourse through informed discussion, debate and effective oral presentation.

3.1  Use evidence to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretations.  


	Objectives
	1. Students will use primary documents and biographies to analyze the ideology of a particular woman in history.

2. Students will collaborate to answer questions regarding the ideology of a particular woman in history.

3. Students will determine how economic status and education factored in one’s position regarding slavery.

4. Students will determine whether geographic location played a role in a person’s position on slavery.

5. Students will design questions that help them draw conclusions regarding factors that played an important role in determining one’s position on slavery.

6. Students will engage in a discussion regarding the factors that lead to one taking a position on slavery.

7. Students will write an essay on how economic status, education, geography and “current” events factored into one’s perspective on the institution of slavery.



	Materials
	· Biography of Harriet Tubman for each student.

· Biographical sketches of six women (4) of each.

Martha Washington, Prudence Crandall, Belle Boyd, 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Cecelia Chappel

· For Day Two each group would have paper and pencil for taking notes and formulating questions.

· Article - “Crossing the Threshold: The Roles of Elite Southern White Women in the American Civil War” (enough copies for whole class)



	Day 1



	Details of the Activity 

Using a biographical sketch of Harriet Tubman the teacher will lead the students in a discussion of how this woman rose above her conditions to escape slavery and then assisted in the escape of numerous slaves. Despite the risks to her own safety and freedom, she made the choice to create a system that would lead runaway slaves from the south to the north. The discussion will center on why she might have made this decision knowing that she was continually putting her life in jeopardy. Students will consider the conditions of her early life, where she resided, and her moral beliefs. They will discuss the factors in her life which may have led her to be such an advocate for the freedom of others.  After the discussion students will be put into groups of three or four.  The teacher will explain that the following day students will work in this group to discuss a particular woman and her position on slavery.  Each group will be given a biological sketch of a woman who lived during the 100 years between the American Revolution and the Civil War.  Students will also be given a copy of the article, “Crossing the Threshold: The Roles of Elite Southern White Women in the American Civil War”.



	
	Homework

Students’ assignment will be to read through the biography and article and be prepared to discuss it with their groups the following day.



	Day 2


	Details of the Activity 

Students will sit with their respective group and discuss the woman that they were given the previous day. The article provided essential background information for the students to conduct a healthy discussion. Through this discussion they will ask and answer the same questions that arose the previous day in the discussion on Harriet Tubman.  They will focus their discussions on questions regarding lifestyle and status, location, upbringing, events of the time, education and literacy, and family. As a group they will prepare for a panel discussion to be held the following day.
The teacher will monitor this group discussion to be sure that the students have certain information pertaining to their character such as:

Where did she live? Why? Was this her choice?

What was her role in her family/in the community?

What was her economic status or that of her family?

What measures did she take to encourage her belief system in others?

How educated was she?

What was the general feeling in her “community” regarding slavery?

When was she born? And when did she die?

What was her stance on the institution of slavery and how do you know?



	
	

	Day 3


	Details of the Activity 

 One student from each group will join a panel in the front of the class as the woman that their group discussed. With the teacher as facilitator each member of the panel will introduce themselves to the class. The students will share as much information about the individual that they can including date of birth, familial information, economic status, education, and geographic locale. Following the introduction the class will then be able to ask each panelist questions that pertain to the issue of slavery and abolition.  Panelists will answer in the way they think that person would have addressed the question.  The teacher will wrap up the panel discussion by summarizing the factors discussed. The teacher will recap how these factors played a role in the perspectives of these women.  This will allow students to have a better understanding of the perspective that women had, given their position or rank in society, geographic location and the time period in which they lived.



	
	

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	· Students will write a well developed five paragraph essay citing three factors that may have influenced a woman’s perspective on slavery in the United States during the 1800’s.  Students should use details and examples to support each factor.  Students will be graded on their use of our classroom panel discussion as well as neatness and grammar. 



	Rubric 
	Assessment

Rubric - Class activity
A.  Student participated in his/her group to design a presentation of a panelist. 
                                                                                                            /15

B.  Student created questions of substance for the panelists to answer. 

                                                                                                  /10

C.  Student was attentive while the panel discussion occurred in the classroom. 
                                                                                                 /15








Score:       
/40

Rubric - Essay

A.  Introductory paragraph began with a well developed thesis statement listing the factors that influenced one‘s position on slavery. 




                                                                                                /10

B.  Paragraph 2 began with a transition. The writer stated the first factor with elaboration and examples. 







                                                                                                 /10

C.  Paragraph 3 began with a transition. The writer stated the second factor with elaboration and examples. 







                                                                                                 /10

D.  Paragraph 4 began with a transition. The writer stated the third factor with elaboration and examples. 







                                                                                                 /10

E.  Paragraph 5 began with “In conclusion” or “Finally.” The writer restated his/her thesis, the three factors and included a personal connection.



                                                                                                 /10

F. Quality of work.  (Neat, legible, correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization)

/10








 Score:       
/60







TOTAL SCORE:      /100

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· http://www.civilwarhome.com/links7.htm
· http://www.civilwarwomenblog.com/
· http://www.ct.gov/ctportal/cwp/view.asp?a=885&q=246502
· http://www.nps.gov/lowe/planyourvisit/upload/mill%20girls.pdf
· Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe








