TAH Lesson Plan
	Teacher 
	Frank Porto

	Grade
	8 (designed for a class size of 8-10 students, but can be used with larger classes)

	Title
	“Cotton’s Journey”

	Subject Area(s)
	US History, Language Arts

	Overview
	Students will use primary and secondary source visuals and the textbook to understand the differences between the economies of the North and South. They will use cotton as an example of how the two economies were linked. They will role play cotton’s journey from southern plantation to northern textile mill. As a final assessment, students will either write a paragraph or create a comic strip illustrating cotton’s journey.

	Essential Understanding
	While the north did not have slavery it depended on the cotton that WAS produced by slaves in the south. So, while slavery had been abolished in the north, the north still depended on the labor of slaves for their own regional economy.

	Essential Questions
	How does geography contribute to the economic system of a region?
How are different regions connected?
How much responsibility should the north take for the continuation of slavery?

	CT Standards
	Content Standard 1.4 Demonstrate an understanding of geographical space and place.
Content Standard 1.12 Understand the interdependence of local, national and global economies.

	Objectives
	Students will gain understanding of the economic differences between the north and south.
Students will understand how the northern and southern economies are linked, including as it relates to slavery.

	Materials
	- LCD projector OR overhead projector
-Handouts 1 and 2A-D 
-Textbook: AGS United States History, 2001
-cotton balls and old dishtowel or other piece of cloth that can be torn into smaller pieces


	Day 1


	Do Now:
5 min. -Use glossary for definition of economy and write in notebook.
5 min. -review definition of economy, making sure students understand.
10 min. -hand out a copy of Handout 1 (chart) and project same using LCD projector/overhead.
What can these images tell us about the economies of the North and South? Write down some thoughts about what you see.
10 min. -Read sections in Text on differences between Northern and Southern geography, climate and economic strengths (pp.70-71)
10 min. -ask students to share what they originally wrote down on the chart, and what now can be added after reading text. 
For ADHD or other students difficult to engage: Have these students take turns inputting information on computer if LCD/on overhead. Other students should copy information



	
	Homework:
Section 4 review questions 1-5


	Day 2

	Do Now:
5 min Read p. 201 in textbook, Why was Cotton important to the South?.
5 min. -review definition with examples of cash crops, both past and present. Cotton should be an example. 
5 min. -pass out cotton balls to students and have them examine the shirts they’re wearing. How does cotton become a shirt? Tell students you’ll use cotton to illustrate how the economies of the North and South were linked.
10 min. -break class into groups of 3-4 students, taking care to group heterogeneously. Each group should have a few cotton balls and a piece of cloth.
-distribute 4 primary/secondary source images of the stages that cotton goes through to becoming cloth (Handout 2A-D)
20 min. -each group puts the images in order and presents a quick role play called “Cotton’s Journey”. Cotton balls and cloth should be used as props.


	
	Homework:
List 10 items in your bedroom made of cotton (try not to have them ALL be clothing!)


	Day 3


	Do Now:
5 min. Answer in notebooks: If slaves were used to pick cotton in the South, was the North guilty of slavery?
10 min.-review student answers to the Do Now.
-review and discuss role-plays being sure to focus on economics, and link between the north and south, concluding with the Do Now question regarding slavery.
5 min. explain assessment paragraph/ comic strip and show students rubric. 
20 min. Students begin Assessment in class so that the teacher can assist and be sure students understand the assignment

	
	Homework: finish paragraph or comic strip, due tomorrow


	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Students EITHER write a paragraph OR draw a 4 or 5 panel comic strip titled, “Cotton’s Journey”, explaining where cotton comes from, the steps it takes in becoming cloth, and how the economies of the north and south are linked, using cotton as an example.
· 

	Rubric 
	
See attached rubric



	Possible Extensions/Resources
	· http://www.historycentral.com/CivilWar/AMERICA/Economics.html
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_slavery_ethics
· http://dkc.esc20.net/pdfs/PlantationorMill.pdf
· 


 































Paragraph/ Comic Strip Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Ideas 
	Ideas were expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the paragraph or comic strip was about. 
	Ideas were expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organization could have been better. 
	Ideas were somewhat organized, but were not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what the paragraph or comic strip was about. 
	The paragraph or comic strip seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what it was about. 

	Content Accuracy 
	The paragraph or comic strip contains at least 5 accurate facts about the topic. 
	The paragraph or comic strip contains 3-4 accurate facts about the topic. 
	The paragraph or comic strip contains 1-2 accurate facts about the topic. 
	The paragraph or comic strip contains no accurate facts about the topic. 
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Handouts 2A-D
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