M. Susan Simpson

Five Themes of Geography and the southeastern slave states

Possible Subject Area – Middle School  -  7th  grade Social Studies

Overview – Prior to this lesson, students should have been introduced to the Five Themes of Geography.  During Black History Month, they will apply the Five Themes to the Southeastern slave states, becoming aware of the lives of enslaved men, women and children and why escape was the slaves’ only option. The Themes of Movement and Human-Environmental Interaction will exemplify the relentless toil and sorrow the slaves experienced as they worked for “the Master” and how many of them plotted and made their escape from slavery.

Essential Understanding:  Students will learn about the unique features of the earth and gain a perspective about the people, the land and the ways of life that existed during slavery.

Essential question – How do the Five Themes of Geography help us view the earth in special ways and how did the themes of Movement and Human-Environmental  apply to slaves in the southeastern states.

CT Standards – Standard (1) Content Knowledge

1.4
- Demonstrate an understanding of geographical space and place.

1.6 - Describe patterns of human movement across time and place.

Standard 2 – History/Social Studies Literacy

2.1 – Access and gather information from a variety of primary and

secondary sources including electronic media (maps, charts, graphs,

images, artifacts, recordings and text.

CT Standard 3 – Application

3.2 – Analyze and evaluate human action in historical and or contemporary contexts from alternative points of view.

Materials  -  

History of Our World, Follow the Drinking Gourd, Lest we Forget, The Passage from Africa to Slavery and Emancipation, National Geographic books for each of the southeastern coastal slave states – Voices from Virginia, Voices from Georgia, etc., The Colony of South Carolina, The Colony of North Carolina, access to the internet and computers, primary documents, and handouts.

Day 1

Suggested Activities and Procedures

15 minutes

1 - KWL the Five Themes of Geography

2- List the responses on the board 

3- Using the History of Our World text, pages M and M1, read and take notes (using a Bubble Map) – The Five Themes of Geography

Tell the students they can use the computers, their textbook, or any of the supplemental books to complete the following tasks.

20 minutes

Divide the class into 5 groups of 4 students.  Each student will have their own computer.  Assign one state (Virginia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida) to each group.  Remind them to share the responsibility of this task with their group members.  When their task is complete, they can assist another member, if necessary.  Identify the present day state on the United States classroom wall map and compare it to the historic map of their state.  Answer the question – How are the maps different?

The student’s task is to:

(1) Find the latitude and longitude of the historic capital/and or the largest slave port in their state.  Describe in writing, the relative location of their state.

(2) Locate a specific place in their state which meets the definition of Place and download a picture of it.

(3) Region – Identify factors, similarities the states in the Southeast region have in common.

(4) Movement –In regards to the slaves,  how were slaves transported to and from your state?  How were goods and escape information moved?  What means of travel were used by slaves?

(5) Human/Environmental Interaction – During slavery in our country, how did man (black and white) interact with the environment?

10 minutes

Allow students to organize their information and prepare for a whole group share on Day 2.

Homework – Find the top 3 selling crops in your state during slavery.  Make a graph showing the crop distribution which will be added to the whole group share on Day 2.

Exit slip (3 Minutes)

Write 3 similarities the states in the southeast coastal region have in common.

Day 2

Suggested Activities and Procedures

30 minutes

1 – Allow each of the five groups to share their information and homework with the whole class.

2- Compare and contrast the top selling crop graphs.

3- Read pages 6 and 7 from Lest We Forget, The Passage From Africa to Slavery and Emancipation – “Horrors of The Middle Passage”

4 – Show students the interior of the Brookes Slave Ship (with more than 450 captives packed in the ship) and a historic drawing of slaves aboard the ship.  (pgs. 6 and 7)

5 – Discuss the impact of living in such conditions on the slaves.  How do you think the captain of the slave ship might feel?

6 -  Have students read pages 14 – 15 “Stolen Childhood” and the letter describing the sale of a child for one cent.  Also, on page 15, assign the reading of a newspaper clipping about a young slave girl, only 12 years old, who poisoned her slaveholding family.  Why would a child your age do such a thing?

7. Use the Oral Close strategy p. T36 in History of Our World  after students complete the reading.

10 minutes

Display historic drawings of slaves on the auction block (from books and the internet) 

After viewing the pictures, ask students to write for 2 minutes all that those pictures bring to mind for them.  Share answers with the whole group.

Homework – Write a two  paragraph journal entry by the Captain of a slave ship.  Describe his feelings while on the slave ship from Africa to Jamestown and his ideas about the slave auction.

Day 3

Suggested Activities and Procedures Group Work

35 minutes

1 - Read Follow The Drinking Gourd to the class.  Follow with a brief discussion and pictures of abolitionists, and safe houses on the Underground Railroad.

2- Brainstorm a slave’s means of moving information about escape. – (songs, quilts, secret conversations, etc.)

3- Examine routes of escape (pages 18 and 19), The Last Safe House).  Compare the (escape) landscape to present day maps.  What kinds of terrain did the slaves go through to reach freedom?

4- Brainstorm and list types of terrain/landscape in each group’s state that might have been helpful as hiding places for escaping slaves.

5- Distribute the “Plan Your Escape” handouts.

Working in groups, students will pretend to be escaping slaves traveling in groups of four.  They will work together to choose an escape route across the plantation pictured on the map handout.  Teacher gives further information about the map, i.e. places where there is a loud dog outside the farmhouse, places in the woods where men often hunt, houses where people help escaping slaves.

Finally, each group will share their escape route and tell why they chose that route. The class will decide which escape route is the safest.

Homework – Write a poem or rap about the Five Themes of Geography and your state or write a rap or poem about the Middle Passage, the auction block and the escape form slavery.

Suggested Assessment/Evaluation

Students will create a present day map of their assigned state showing places of interest, large cities, and important rivers.  They will include information from their research on the Five Themes of Geography.

Possible Extensions/Resources

Students can view the video  - Ship of Slaves The Middle Passage (from the History Channel) to enhance the delivery of the lessons 

Resources

Websites – 

http://images.nationmaster.com/images/motw/historical/shepherd
http://www.historicamapworks.com/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/us16.cfm

Books

Doak, Robin. Voices from Colonial America Georgia.  National Geographic

Greenwood, Barbara.  The Last Safe House.  Scholastic Inc., 1999

Lacy, Dan.  The Colony of North Carolina.  Franklin Watts, Inc. 1975

Pobst, Sandy.  Voices from Colonial America Virginia.  National Geographic

Thomas, Velma Maia.  Lest We Forget. Crown Publishing, 1997

Wheeler, Kathryn.  Exploring African American History.  Carson- Dellosa Publishing Company 2006

Winter, Jeanette.  Follow The Drinking Gourd.  Alfred A. Knopf

Rubric for Assessing a Student Poem

	Grading Criteria


	Excellent
	Acceptable
	Minimal
	Unacceptable

	Idea Development
	Subject developed with sophisticated and insightful details.
	Details support subject, building a coherent, thoughtful narrative or description.


	Simplistic and uneven in quality; details lack relevance.
	Subject is not effectively developed.

	Voice
	Distinctive and authentic; appropriate to content.


	Clear and authentic.
	Formulaic and mechanical.
	Unclear.

	Form
	Consistently and carefully follows poetic form; if applicable, meter and rhyme scheme adhered to; free verse demonstrates careful attention to line breaks and rhythm.


	Mostly follow an appropriate poetic form.
	Form is not evenly applied throughout.
	No poetic form is apparent.

	Mechanics
	Flawless spelling and punctuation.
	Few or no spelling errors; punctuation somewhat inconsistent.


	Contains careless and distracting errors.
	Problems in spelling and punctuation obscure meaning.


Rubric for Assessing a Journal Entry

	Grading Criteria

	Excellent
	Acceptable
	Minimal
	Unacceptable

	Content
	Response to assigned topic thorough and well written, with varied sentence structure and vocabulary; opinions always supported with facts.


	Response thoughtful and fairly well written; most opinions supported with facts.
	Response adequately addresses some aspects of the assigned topic; opinions sometimes based on incorrect information.
	Response consists of unsupported opinions only marginally related to topic.

	Idea Development
	Excellent use of examples and details to explore and develop ideas and opinions.


	Good reliance upon examples and details to illustrate and develop ideas and opinions.
	Incomplete development of ideas; details and examples not always relevant.
	Ideas not clearly stated or developed.

	Organization
	Very logically organized; contains introduction, development of main idea (or ideas), and conclusion.


	Contains introduction, some development of ideas, and conclusion.
	Topics and ideas discussed somewhat randomly; entry may lack clearly defined introduction or conclusion.
	Entry is unstructured.

	Mechanics
	Flawless spelling and punctuation.
	Few or no spelling errors; some minor punctuation mistakes.


	Several spelling and punctuation errors.
	Many instances of incorrect spelling and punctuation.
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