	Title
	New York Civil War Draft Riots (1863)

	Subject Area(s)
	Social Studies (8-12)

	Overview
	Students will explore the events of the Civil War Draft Riots in New York City.

	Essential Understanding
	Students will understand the events surrounding the Civil War Draft Riots of New York and understand how social class conflict between new immigrants, the wealthy and freed blacks erupted into violence.



	Essential Questions
	How did class conflict play a part in the New York riots during the Civil War draft?

	CT Standards
	Standard 1 – Content Knowledge 
Knowledge of concepts and information from history and social studies is necessary to promote understanding of our nation and our world.

Standard 2 – History/Social Studies Literacy 
Competence in literacy, inquiry and research skills is necessary to analyze, evaluate and present history and social studies information.  


	Objectives
	· Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in United States history. 
· Analyze and interpret primary and secondary source documents

· Create a historically accurate monument/memorial detailing the events of the New York Civil War Draft Riots



	Materials
	· Computers

· Guided Reading Questions Handout and a document analysis worksheet (written or visual)

· New York Times July 11 and July 14 Handouts including document analysis worksheets

· poster board and art supplies,



	Day 1


	Activity 1: “Virtual Tour” 

· Materials: laptops, web link, http://www.virtualny.cuny.edu/draftriots/Intro/draft_riot_intro_set.html, Guided Reading Questions Handout and a document analysis worksheet (written or visual).

Students will work independently to explore a web site devoted to the New York Civil War Draft Riots produced by the New Media Lab at the Graduate Center, City University of New York.  Students will explore all aspects of the site including: introduction, day 1, day 2, day 3, day 4 and aftermath.  Guided Reading Questions will be answered independently and discussed as a whole-group.  Follow up discussion questions include: Why did the riot happen?; what historical event was the impetus?; and  who was targeted, by whom and why?  In addition, students will choose one source document and analyze and interpret it using a provided document analysis worksheet.  

(est. time: 130 minutes)

	Homework
	none  

	Day 2 

	Activity 2: “New York Times Articles Analyses”

· Materials: New York Times July 11 and July 14 Handouts (including document analysis worksheets)

Students will work in their cooperative groups to examine two source materials pertaining to the event.  The first document is a New York Times article which appeared two days before the riot addressing the upcoming “conscription” draft and requirements/criteria.  The second document is from the day after the riot began detailing the damage caused by the rioters on the first day.  In their groups, students will first review the “Think About It” questions and will then be directed to completing the document analysis worksheets.  When completed, the source documents (and students’ analyses/interpretations) will be reviewed and discussed with the whole class.  (est. time: 45 minutes +)



	Homework
	In preparation for the next day’s class, students should come to class with three ideas regarding both content and monument/memorial design.

	Day 3

	Activity 3:  “Civil War Draft Riot Monument/Memorial”
· Materials:  poster board, art supplies, Guided Reading Questions Handout and a document analysis worksheet (written or visual), and the New York Times July 11 and July 14 Handouts including document analysis worksheets

Students will work in their small cooperative groups to design a monument or memorial to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Civil War Draft Riots of New York.  Each must decide on what type of monument to build and determine what form the group wants the monument to take.  Students will be reminded that monuments can be created as sculptures, plaques, statues, or other forms.  Each group will create a poster-board display of your monument and then present it to the class. (est. time: 2 days+)


	Homework
	Finish Projects 

	Suggested Assessment/Evaluation
	Formative evaluations include: the accuracy and breadth of student responses on the Day 1 Virtual Tour activity’s guided reading questions and the corresponding discussion questions; the Day 2 document analysis worksheet responses and the summative evaluation of the Day 3 Monument/Memorial activity (rubric).  

	Rubric 
	See “Draft Riots Day 3 Act Monument/Memorial” Handout with attached rubric.

	Possible Extensions/Resources
	Students could research other Draft Riots that occurred in other cities examining the similarities and differences.  Students could also, research the life of one of the key characters in the New York draft riots.


