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WORKSHOP ASSIGNMENTS

SUMMER 2007

Participants in the workshop will be required to complete the following assignments:

DOCUMENT PROJECT
The Document Project component of this seminar comprises work to be completed for implementation in the classroom and other instructional settings. This activity asks each participant to select two historical documents based on historic site(s) in their region related to African American history and any of the themes addressed in the workshop. Participants should edit each document as deemed appropriate for use by his or her students and/or colleagues. These documents may be in text or some other form such as a newspaper cartoon, graph, chart, or photograph. Participants should edit each document, prepare a written accompaniment, which briefly explains the selection and places each document in historical context, and finally, prepare four or five thought provoking questions related to each document. 

Some time has been built into the conference for research and preparation of this document project, but experience has shown that many participants often complete portions during the meal breaks, prior to morning activities, or in the evenings. Therefore, participants are highly encouraged to bring completed document projects with them to the workshop. In addition, Kathleen Hunter will be available throughout the week to review and provide feedback for document projects.

At our final meeting on Friday afternoon, participants will briefly share their research on one of their documents. Both edited documents and supporting background with questions will be distributed electronically so that all participants will go home with an additional eighty annotated documents ready to take to students and/or colleagues! The Gilder Lehrman Center may make selected document exercises available to teachers on its website or in other venues. We will distribute a release form for you to accept or decline sharing your work.

Instructions

1. Select two primary documents (any text or image that dates from the time studied). We recommend the documents be short—from one or two paragraphs up to a page. You may use excerpts from a long text.

We encourage you to look for documents before the seminar begins. In addition to websites of local historic sites, for ideas on documents that you might search for online, we suggest the Gilder Lehrman Center website (http://www.yale.edu/glc/classroom/index.htm) and the Gilder Lehrman Collection website (http://www.gilderlehrman.org/search/).  These sites offer descriptions of the 60,000 American history documents in the Gilder Lehrman Collection and those at the Gilder Lehrman Center.

2. For each document, write a brief introduction (about one paragraph) that places it in historical context, answering who, what, where, when, why, and/or how. The introduction should introduce the topic and set the stage for the lesson.

3. For each document, write four or five thought-provoking questions that teachers can use for classroom discussion or written assignments. 

4. By Thursday of the workshop week, email to the workshop director an electronic version of your document project (including the document itself—we suggest you cut and paste text rather than retype).  In addition, you will need to print out a hard copy for your own use during your document presentations on Friday. We encourage you to bring your own flash drive (USB device) for saving your work, however, we will have a flash drive available for your use during the week. 

5. Length and Format: 

· Each document exercise should be no more than two to three pages: one or two pages for the introduction and questions and a page for the document. 

· Attribution of the sources of the documents, whether they are text or some other form, is essential and should follow the MLA or APA format, or include the address of the website.

· Please use Times New Roman font, size 12. Single-space within paragraphs and double space between paragraphs. Number your pages.

· If the document is an image, a clear copy no larger than 8” x 10” is necessary.

· Annotated documents in text form should be edited for classroom use.  Proper editing marks should be part of each document

· Your description of the historical context of each document and questions should also follow this format.

REQUIRED READINGS
Please see the reading list and selection of books and articles to read before your arrival.

