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Abstract
Within this first decade of the 21° century, four biographies of John Brown have already
been published, along with several other significant scholarly studies. Despite their varying
approaches and themes, these works—leading into the sesquicentennial of the Harper’s Ferry
raid and Brown’s execution—suggest an essentially positive, even appreciative view of Brown
among his scholarly biographers. Are we seeing a new direction in biography that will sharply
distinguish 21 century perceptions of Brown from that of the previous century? If so, why?
My presentation will entail a brief reflection on two monumental biographies of John Brown by
W. E. B. DuBois (1909) and Oswald Garrison Villard (1910), their meaning as representative

texts, and how they might help us think about Brown biography today.



