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The Genocide Studies Program 

Yale Center for International and Area Studies

Annual Report, 2001-2002

Introduction

The Genocide Studies Program was established at YCIAS in January 1998 by Ben Kiernan, A. Whitney Griswold Professor of History, with a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Inc.  The GSP applies academic methods to compare and contrast genocidal movements and regimes, in order to detect and analyse ideological preoccupations that drive political leaders to order extermination campaigns. It also seeks to point to longterm social and historical factors that foster the growth of such genocidal movements and enable them to come to power and implement their ideas, policy options that allow for timely intervention and prevention, and transitional processes that punish perpetrators and assist survivors and victims to recover from their trauma.

The Program holds weekly seminars at Yale. Since 1998, over 100 distinguished guest speakers have come to New Haven to introduce specialist topics related to genocide and mass murder. With the support of the Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Fund, in 2001-2002 the Program presented its eighth and ninth consecutive semesters of Genocide Studies seminars. Themes were, in fall 2001, ‘Genocide and “Ethnic Cleansing”,’ and in spring 2002, ‘Life After Genocide.’ Subjects of the various lectures in 2001-02 ranged from ‘Jewish and Christian Perspectives on Auschwitz,’ to ‘Genocide in Iraq?,’ to the Guatemalan genocide, the Armenian genocide, nineteenth century South Africa, Stroessner’s Paraguay, East Timor under Indonesian rule, the Rwandan genocide, and the plight of victims and survivors of the Holocaust, to the aetiology of twentieth century genocide, US prevention policy, the role of ethnic identity cards in facilitating genocide, and the methodological problems of defining it. In November-December 2001, the GSP co-sponsored, with Yale’s Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and Borders, a Colloquium on ‘Ethnic Cleansing on the Frontiers of Europe and America.’

In the spring of 2002, the Genocide Studies Program became an affiliate of the Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies. For space to hold its weekly seminars, the GSP also benefits from the hospitality of the Institution on Social and Political Studies. In 2001-02, the GSP Director submitted final reports on the Program’s grants from the Mellon Foundation and the Open Society Institute of the Soros Foundation. In February 2002, Prof. Kiernan was invited by the Carnegie Institute on Ethics and International Affairs to participate in the foundation meeting of the International Historians’ Initiative, held in Pocantico, New York.

GSP Visiting Fellows

GSP Visiting Fellows in 2001-02 included Professor Henry Huttenbach of the Department of History, the City College of the City University of New York, who is founding editor of the Journal of Genocide Research. In the fall of 2001, Prof. Huttenbach taught a graduate History seminar at YCIAS on ‘Comparative Genocide.’ A second GSP Visiting Fellow in 2001-02 was Ms. Deborah Harris of the University of Melbourne, who is writing a doctoral dissertation on comparative twentieth century genocides. Both Visiting Fellows gave public seminar presentations in the fall of 2001.

Research, Conferences, and Publications

GSP Director Ben Kiernan is writing a history of genocide. In 2001-02 he was awarded a grant by the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, Inc. for research leave to pursue this project during the year 2003. Dr. Dori Laub, GSP Deputy Director, launched a longterm research project to assess problems of psychotic Holocaust survivors in Israeli hospitals, with a grant from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc. 

In 2001-02, Kiernan and co-editor Professor Robert Gellately of Clark University prepared for publication an anthology of the proceedings of the GSP’s second international conference, held in December 2000 in Barcelona, Spain, in collaboration with the Center for Holocaust Studies at Clark University. The volume, to be published in 2003 by Cambridge University Press, is entitled ‘The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective.’ Its sixteen chapters written by specialist scholars range from studies of the Holocaust to the former Yugoslavia, to Japanese War Crimes, to Ethiopia, Cambodia, and East Timor. Kiernan and Gellately have contributed chapters as well as an Introduction and a Conclusion to the volume. In collaboration with the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition, the GSP will also publish the papers presented at a comparative forum held at YCIAS in January 2001 on ‘Genocide and Slavery’. 

In 2001-2002 the GSP also published seven new YCIAS Working Papers on historical and conceptual issues related to genocide. These include two Papers on the Holocaust, one on Japanese war crimes in Singapore during World War Two, two on Psychoanalysis and Genocide, one on problems of defining and comparing genocides, and the 2001 Annual Report of the Yale East Timor Project. The GSP has published 22 Working Papers on Genocide Studies since 1998. Many of these and other GSP publications have been made accessible on its website (www.yale.edu/gsp). 

The Cambodian Genocide Program


On October 1, 2001, the Cambodian Genocide Program, of which Prof. Kiernan was founding Director (1994-99), became a project of the Genocide Studies Program. The CGP’s widely-acclaimed website, including its Cambodian Genocide Data Bases (CGDB), are maintained by the GSP with the assistance of the Yale Web Team’s Michael Appleby and Jonathan Lizee, Director of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences Information Technology Support (Academic Media & Technology). In the spring of 2002, the GSP migrated its version of the CGP databases from CDS/ISIS to a new Postgres platform. The GSP has also consulted with Sterling Library’s Manuscripts and Archives and Mapping Department and provided assistance with the archiving of other CGP records.

The Yale East Timor Project

The GSP is the home of the Yale East Timor Project, of which Prof. Kiernan has served as Convenor since December 2000. The Project brings together professionals from the Schools of Law, Medicine, Nursing, Epidemiology and Public Health, and Forestry and Environmental Studies, YCIAS, and Griffin Hospital in Derby, Connecticut, in order to provide public health and development assistance to East Timor in its recovery from 25 years of Indonesian occupation, as well as providing human rights and genocide documentation training. A delegation of ten Yale faculty, Project personnel and graduate students visited East Timor in March 2001, and met with, among others, President Xanana Gusmao and Mr. Mari Alkatiri, who became the elected President and Prime Minister of their newly independent state on May 20, 2002. President Xanana also visited Yale on April 1-2, 2001. He met President Richard Levin and attended the founding meeting of the GSP’s East Timor Documentation Project.

Documentation Training

The GSP has built on the experience of the Cambodian Genocide Program, which established and funded the Documentation Center of Cambodia from 1994-2001. In November-December 2000, the CGP and GSP also trained two Rwandan scholars to establish internationally electronic databases on the perpetrators and victims of the genocide of 1994. In July-August 2001, with the help of a Timorese graduate student and two Australian scholars from Yale and the University of New South Wales, the GSP provided similar documentation training to 28 survivors of the genocide in East Timor, and developed training manuals in Bahasa Indonesia for future trainees. These training projects were made possible by a research grant from Yale University and grants from the Jocarno Fund, the Kuntstadter Foundation, and the Open Society Institute of the Soros Foundation. The Jocarno Fund has generously made a second grant for further training of East Timorese and Indonesian scholars at Yale, planned for the spring of 2002.

Appendix A

GSP Director's Publications, 2001-02

'The Ethnic Element in the Cambodian Genocide,' in Daniel Chirot and Martin E. P. Seligman, eds., Ethnopolitical Warfare: Causes, Consequences, and Possible Solutions, Washington, D.C, American Psychological Association Press, 2001, 83-91.

'Myth, Nationalism, and Genocide,' Journal of Genocide Research, 3:2, 2001, 187-206.

'Cambogia: Giustizia posposta,' in Storia, verita, giustizia: I crimini del XX secolo, a cura di Marcello Flores, Milano, Bruno Mondadori, 2001, 171-79.

'Els genocidis abans de l'Holocaust,' El Contemporani (Barcelona) 23, gener-juny 2001, 30-35.

'Lliurar els khmers rojos a la justicia,' El Contemporani 24, juliol-desembre 2001, 70-78. 

'My Introduction to Genocide,' in Yael Danieli, ed., Sharing the Front Line and the Back Hills: International Protectors and Providers, foreword by Kofi Annan, United Nations/Baywood, 2001, 267-68.

'The Genocide of Native Americans,' Bangkok Post, July 29, 2001.

‘East Timor: Dramatic U-Turn for US and Australia,’ Bangkok Post, May 19, 2002.

'Comparing Genocides: Some Underlying Themes,' in Rwanda and South Africa in Dialogue: Addressing the Legacies of Genocide and a Crime Against Humanity, C. Villa-Vicencio and T. Savage, eds., Cape Town: Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, 2001, 18-21, 96.

‘Cover-up and Denial of Genocide: Australia, the USA, East Timor, and the Aborigines,’ Critical Asian Studies, 34:2, 2002, 163-192.

Appendix B

GSP Director's Lectures and Conference Presentations, 2001-02

'Genocide: Themes and Variations from Armenia to East Timor,' Monash University, Leading Ideas Forum lecture, Melbourne, Australia, 20 August 2001.

'Major Themes of Twentieth Century Genocide,' talk to the History of Violence study group, Melbourne University History Department, 22 August 2001.

'Cambodia, East Timor, and the Australian Aborigines,' Monash University, Centre of Southeast Asian Studies seminar, 23 August 2001.

'The History of Islam in Indonesia,' presentation to the Yale History Department Forum on September 11, October 19, 2001.

'The Cambodian Genocide,' presentation to the conference on 'Genocide in the Twentieth Century,' Clark University, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 20 October 2001.

Presentation on the history of genocide to the History Department lunch series, November 6, 2001.

Panel presentation at public symposium on 'Ethnic Cleansing on the Frontiers of Europe and America,' Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and Borders/Genocide Studies Program, Yale University, 1 December 2001.

‘The Cambodian Genocide: Problems and Prospects for Accountability,’ Trinity College, Hartford, International Human Rights Lecture Series, January 30, 2002.

‘Cambodia’s First Magpie and Other Globalisation Stories,’ presentation to the Yale Conference on Southeast Asian Studies, March 3, 2002.

‘Issues of Genocide in West Papua,’ presentation to the Schell Center symposium on West Papua, Yale Law School, March 25, 2002.

‘Islam in Indonesia,’ presentation to the Schell Center forum on Human Rights, Yale Law School, April 15, 2002.

‘War and Genocide: Cambodia and East Timor,’ lecture to the Cornell University Southeast Asia Program, April 25, 2002.

