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The Yale East Timor Project

www.yale.edu/gsp/east_timor 

Annual Reports, 2000-2004

2001 [click here]
2002

The Genocide Studies Program at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies is the home of the Yale East Timor Project, of which Prof. Ben Kiernan served as Convenor from December 2000 [to December 2002]. The Project brings together professionals from the Schools of Law, Medicine, Nursing, Epidemiology and Public Health, and Forestry and Environmental Studies, YCIAS, and Griffin Hospital in Derby, Connecticut, in order to provide public health and development assistance to East Timor in its recovery from 25 years of Indonesian occupation, as well as providing human rights and genocide documentation training. A delegation of ten Yale faculty, Project personnel and graduate students visited East Timor in March 2001, and met with, among others, President Xanana Gusmao and Mr. Mari Alkatiri, who became the elected President and Prime Minister of their newly independent state on May 20, 2002. President Xanana also visited Yale on April 1-2, 2001. He met President Richard Levin and attended the founding meeting of the GSP’s East Timor Documentation Project.

Documentation Training

The GSP has built on the experience of the Cambodian Genocide Program, which established and funded the Documentation Center of Cambodia from 1994-2001. In July-August 2001, with the help of a Timorese graduate student and two Australian scholars from Yale and the University of New South Wales, the GSP provided similar documentation training to 28 survivors of the genocide in East Timor, and developed training manuals in Bahasa Indonesia for future trainees. These training projects were made possible by a research grant from Yale University and grants from the Jocarno Fund, the Kuntstadter Foundation, and the Open Society Institute of the Soros Foundation. The Jocarno Fund has generously made a second grant for further training of East Timorese and Indonesian scholars at Yale, planned for the spring of 2002.

2003

On April 16, 2003, Prof. John G. Taylor, of South Bank University, London, UK, presented a Genocide Studies Program seminar “Documenting Indonesian Rule in East Timor, 1975-1999,” co-sponsored by the Council on Southeast Asia Studies at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies.

Prof. Kiernan lectured on “Genocide and Resistance in East Timor and Cambodia” at the East Asian Institute at Columbia University on September 30, 2002, and to the International Studies Program, Ohio University, on November 8, 2002. He traveled to Norway to lecture on “Twentieth Century Genocides: Underlying Ideological Themes from Armenia to East Timor,” to the Political Science Department, Oslo University, on October 18, 2002. Prof. Kiernan also lectured on “Genocide in Cambodia and East Timor” at Vassar College on 8 April 2003, and at conference at Sydney University, Australia, on “Genocide and Colonialism” held from 18-20 July 2003. In Canberra, Prof. Kiernan delivered the Seventh Freilich Foundation Lecture on Bigotry and Tolerance, “Genocide and Resistance in Cambodia and East Timor,” at the Australian National University on July 22, 2003. In Melbourne on August 21, he delivered a lecture to the Monash University Centre of Southeast Asian Studies, on “Genocide and Resistance in Cambodia and East Timor.” 

2004

In July 2003, Prof. Kiernan revisited East Timor. He interviewed President Xanana Gusmao, who had visited Yale in 2001 to deliver a GSP-sponsored lecture before East Timor’s independence the next year. In Dili, Kiernan also attended hearings on the Indonesian invasion, occupation and genocide from 1975-1999. The hearings formed part of a series of consultations and public events conducted by the UN-sponsored Commission on Reception, Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR), which is compiling an archive of the country’s tragic experience, to be housed in a newly furbished museum that had been a prison during the Indonesian occupation. In the fall of 2003, Kiernan delivered a submission to the CAVR’s investigation of the events during the occupation period. In 2003-04, he published two articles on the genocide and the East Timorese resistance (see www.yale.edu/gsp/east_timor ).


The GSP also provided the CAVR library and archive with a number of books and unique documents relating to the Indonesian occupation, including a full set of copies of the press releases of the Campaign for an Independent East Timor (Sydney, Australia) dating from 1974-79. These regular mimeographed press releases were based largely on information contained in broadcasts from East Timor over Radio Maubere, which from December 1975 to December 1978 was the voice of the Fretilin-led armed resistance to the occupation. The broadcasts, mostly in Portuguese, were monitored and audio-taped by CIET in the outback of the Top End of the Northern Territory, Australia. The tapes were then dispatched to Sydney where they were translated, and excerpts published. (These press releases were supplemented by CIET's regular broadsheet East Timor News and Melbourne's Timor Information Service.) In July 2003 Kiernan visited the National Library of Australia (NLA) in Canberra, and subsequently met in Darwin with Mr. Brian Manning, one of those responsible for monitoring and taping Radio Maubere broadcasts in 1975-85. With the cooperation of Mr. David McKnight and NLA librarian Mr. Graeme Powell, and with support from the Jocarno Fund, the GSP made copies of approximately 1,000 pages of the mostly unpublished 1974-79 press releases held in the NLA’s Denis Freney Collection. The copies reached Dili in April 2004. CAVR Special Advisor Patrick Walsh wrote Kiernan on 26 April to inform him that the copies of the Freney papers had arrived safely in Dili: “they’re here which is terrific… many, many thanks for doing them. They'll be organised and housed here for future reference.”

In 2004, the Yale East Timor Project published its East Timor Databases, including extensive biographic and biobliographic records, especially of the mass killings and destruction perpetrated by Indonesian forces and militia in 1999, and a number of maps of killing sites. The East Timor Biographic (TBIO), Bibliographic (TBIB), and Geographic (TGEO) Databases were compiled and made available to the Yale East Timor Project by two Australian academic institutions, the University of New South Wales and Griffith University’s Asia Pacific Research Institute (GAPRI) in Brisbane, Queensland. Base maps for the TGEO mapping data were kindly provided by Associate Professor Lawrence Crissman, Director of The Asia Pacific Spatial Data Project of GAPRI. Hosted on the Yale server by GSP databases consultant Michael Appleby, the East Timor Databases are now accessible for the first time at http://research.yale.edu:8084/etimor 

The GSP wishes to thank the Jocarno Fund for consistently generous funding since 2001, which has enabled us to complete these research tasks and assist in the process of documentation, training and reconciliation in East Timor.

