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serena owusua dankwa is a doctoral 
candidate in Social Anthropology at the University 
of Berne in Switzerland. Engaging with African 
feminist, postcolonial, and queer epistemologies, 
her dissertation investigates the shifting meanings 
of female friendship and same-sex intimacy in 
Southern Ghana. Her ethnographic research has 
been supported by the Center for Gender and 
Advocacy of the University of Ghana Legon, and 
was funded through the Swiss National Science 
Foundation. Dankwa holds an MA in teaching and 
performing classical guitar from the Conservatory 
of Lucerne and an MA in African Studies from 
SOAS, the School of Oriental and African Studies 
in London. Her publications include “‘Shameless 
Maidens’: Women’s Agency and the Mission 
in Akuapem,” Agenda Sexuality and Body Image 
(2005); “‘It’s a Silent Trade’: Female Same-Sex 
Intimacies in Postcolonial Ghana,” Nordic Journal 
of Feminist and Gender Research (2009). Besides her 
academic studies she has performed as a guitarist 
and kora player with various poets and activists 
and worked as a freelance music journalist and 
presenter with Swiss Radio and Television. Serena 
is the third Sarah Pettit Fellow in LGBT Studies at 
Yale University.
 

the sarah pettit fund was established in 2003 as a permanent 
endowment to honor and perpetuate the memory of lesbian activist 
Sarah Pettit, who earned her BA from Yale in 1988. Pettit died in 2003 
in the midst of a high profile career as a writer, editor, and LGBTQ 
advocate. She was for many years the editor-in-chief and  
vice president of OUT Magazine, which she co-founded in 1992.  
In 1999, she was appointed the senior editor of Newsweek’s Arts and 
Entertainment section. She served on the advisory board of the  
New York Lesbian and Gay Anti-Violence Project.
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