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What We Now Know and What We Should Know: New Trends in Research on the Cold War in Latin America
1. Introduction: Growing Up with the Cold War

2. The Latin American Cold War was Rarely Cold:

· Indicators of tremendous death, violence, dislocation, and repression from Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s 1982 Nobel acceptance speech 

· How do we attempt to explain this cataclysmic violence: the Cold War as a ferocious dialectic linking reformist and revolutionary projects and the counterrevolutionary responses they generated

3. An “International Civil War” that Resonated Powerfully at the Grassroots: The Cold War was a process that played out in intertwined domestic and international fields of power. Superpower conflict politicized and internationalized everyday life, often heightening existing national and local contests between elites and popular classes over land, labor, control of markets and natural resources

4. The Transborder Dynamic of the Latin American Cold War:

· Operation Condor 

· The Cubans support armed revolutionary movements in Latin America and Africa (Piero Gleijeses essay in In from the Cold)
· The Argentines wage their “third world war” against Communism in Central America (Ariel Armony essay in In from the Cold)
5. The Latin American Cold War Cannot Be Subordinated to the Grand Strategies or Machinations of the Superpowers: Relative autonomy of nations such as Cuba, Argentina, even Mexico

6. The Need to Foster a Dialogue between Foreign Relations Historians and Area Studies Specialists

7. The Cold War and Latin America: Perspectives from Foreign Relations History

· Focus on high-profile episodes, mostly related to Cuba
· An excessive reliance on the motives and roles of U.S. policymakers and on U.S. sources
· An obsession with first causes and “blame”: Realists vs. Revisionists
8. Reassessing the Latin American Cold War from Within: Bringing It “In From the Cold”

· Restoring marginalized human subjects, particularly women and subordinate groups

· Studying the deployment of, and challenge to, state power in the cultural realm: “transnational contact zones” involving non-state actors as well as representatives of the state (e.g., communications networks, the media and cultural industries)

9. Towards a New Social and Cultural History of the Latin American Cold War
· We can’t assume that members of the popular classes were exponents of reform or revolution; many feared or opposed social, racial and gender liberalization 
· The snuffing out of social reform options in the late 1940s and early 50s played into spiraling polarization and radicalization in the decades that followed. Peaceful roads to change were short-circuited or deformed (e.g, Allende’s Chile and Sandinista Nicaragua)

· The terms of this dynamic of polarization and radicalization remain to be fleshed out at the local level

· The appearance of new studies have complicated our understanding of revolutionary and counterrevolutionary movements, as people have felt freer to tell their stories and new documents have been released (Carlota McAllister essay in In from the Cold)
10.  Some Potential Visual Teaching Resources that are Favorites of Mine:

· Films: early James Bond films (e.g., “From Russia with Love”[1963]); Alfred Hitchcock’s “Topaz” (1969);  Woody Allen’s, “Bananas” (1971); Patricio Guzmán’s “The Battle of Chile” (1976); Costa Gavras’ “Missing” (1982); Gregory Nava’s “El Norte” (1983); Luis Puenzo’s “The Official Story” (1985); the Paulist Fathers’ “Romero” (1989);  Susan Meiselas’ “Pictures from a Revolution: A Memoir of the Nicaraguan Conflict” (1992); Bille August, “The House of the Spirits” (1993, based on Isabel Allende’s novel); Roman Polanski’s “Death and the Maiden” (1994, based on Ariel Dorfman’s novel); John Sayles’s “Men with Guns” (1997);  Robert DeNiro’s “The Good Shepherd” (2006); Steven Soderbergh’s “Che” (2008, in two parts: “Cuba” and “Bolivia”)  

· TV: Rod Serling’s “The Twilight Zone,” a black and white television series from the early to mid 1960s 

· Cold War-era Testimonies and Memoirs: Rigoberta Menchú, I, Rigoberta Menchú; Jacobo Timmerman, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number; Alberto Ulloa Bornemann, Surviving Mexico’s Dirty War
