POLITICAL SCIENCE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
GENERAL

1. I’m a Political Science major and I’m interested in meeting with the DUS.  How do I make an appointment to meet with him or her?

We ask Political Science majors to make an appointment to meet with the DUS on the Classes V2 Political Science project site.  More information about how to do this can be found by here: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/hours.html.  When you schedule your appointment, please include your reason for meeting with the DUS in the Comments section on V2.
2. I’m not a Political Science major, but I would like to meet with the DUS.  How do I make an appointment to meet with him or her?

Please email the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu) and indicate why you would like to meet with the DUS.  If the DUS Assistant cannot answer your questions, he or she will grant you temporary access to the Classes V2 Political Science project site where you can schedule an appointment.  More information about how to do this can be found by clicking here: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/hours.html.
3. I’m a senior.  How do I know if I have fulfilled or will soon fulfill all of the requirements for the Political Science major?

Seniors are strongly encouraged to contact the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130 or undergrad.polisci@yale.edu) to see if they have fulfilled all of the requirements of the major.  The DUS Assistant can also talk to underclassmen about their progress toward fulfilling the major requirements.
4. If I take a Political Science course for credit, instead of a letter grade, is it possible to count it as a course towards my major?  Are there any restrictions on these courses?
Yes.  According to the current rules, the Department allows majors to count up to 4 courses taken Credit/D/Fail toward the major.  These courses count as non-A grades when it comes time to calculate distinction in the major. 
There are no restrictions on these courses and they may count toward your major requirements.  Also, if you get approval to count a non-PLSC course toward your major, and you took it Credit/D/F, this course would count toward the maximum number that you are allowed.
5. If I take a course that is cross-listed with Political Science, but the course is listed on my transcript under another department’s course number, does it still count as a credit toward my Political Science major requirements?

Yes, any course that is cross-listed with Political Science automatically counts toward your major requirements.  
6. How can I find out if a course I took is cross-listed with Political Science?

Please check Online Course Information (OCI) by clicking here: http://students.yale.edu/oci/search.jsp. 
7. Is it possible to count courses from outside the Political Science department toward my major?  If so, how do I petition for approval of these courses?

Yes, if the courses had a significant focus on politics.  For the Standard Major, you may have 3 outside courses counted.  For an Interdisciplinary Concentration, the rules are somewhat different.  (Please see the Interdisciplinary Concentration section for more information.)
To petition for approval of an outside course, please print out and complete the “Approved Exceptions” form on the Department’s website (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html) and submit it (along with the appropriate syllabus) to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  You must submit hard copies.  You will be informed via email if the DUS signed your petition.  You will also be told what field distribution was assigned to your course.  Your form will be filed here, so you do not need to pick it up.

8. How many non-Political Science courses can I count toward my major?

Standard, Double, and Intensive Majors can count up to 3 courses from other departments toward the major (pending DUS approval – see above).  Interdisciplinary Majors can count up to 2 courses from other departments toward their distribution requirements and 3 toward their concentration (pending DUS approval – see above).  

9. Does one semester of Directed Studies (Historical and Political Thought) automatically count towards the Political Science major?
One semester of Directed Studies (Historical and Political Thought) will be automatically approved to count toward your major with a Political Philosophy field distribution.  However, please know that you must petition for this course to apply to your major.  (For more information, see Question 7).  Once you submit the “Approved Exceptions” form to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130), it will be approved.  Also, this course will count as one of your DUS Approved Exceptions.

10. Can a residential college seminar count as one of my DUS Approved Exceptions?  If so, can this course count as one of my 2 Political Science seminars?
Perhaps.  Only residential college seminars that were taught by a member of our Department may be counted toward the Political Science major requirements, pending DUS approval.  Please see Question 7 for more information about how to petition for credit for these seminars.  

11. When is the deadline to submit my DUS Approved Exceptions form?
Seniors must submit their DUS Approved Exceptions forms before spring recess begins in the final term of their enrollment.  There is no deadline for others: you can submit a DUS Approved Exceptions form after you have taken a class, while you are taking a class, or before you have taken a class.
12. I took Political Science courses abroad or at another American university.  Can I get these courses to apply to my major requirements?  If so, what is the process I need to follow?

Courses taken outside of Yale must be intellectually challenging.  You must be able to demonstrate this with grades, work from the course including tests and papers, and a detailed syllabus.  Courses that required not much more reading than chapters from a single textbook do not qualify.  Please follow the steps below to apply for credit toward the major.

a. Courses must by on your transcript before you can petition for them to count toward your major requirements.  (Please know that the DUS cannot approve these courses in advance.)  
b. In order to get these courses posted on your transcript, please get the necessary form from your dean.  Then, submit it to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  Along with this form, students are asked to submit a syllabus, reading list, and a complete sample of work for each course.  The DUS will review your materials and the DUS Assistant will email you when your form is ready to be picked up.  
c. Once these courses are on your transcript, please complete the “Credit for Non-Yale Courses” form found at the following link: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html.
d. Submit a hard-copy of this form and all of the accompanying materials required (see the top of the form) to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).
e. He or she will ask the DUS to review your petition and will email you regarding his or her decision.
f. If the DUS approves your petition, he or she will also assign field distributions to each course.  These courses then count toward your major requirements (excluding your seminar requirement).
g. One of the addendums that you are asked to submit along with your petition is a copy of your transcript for these courses.  If your grades for these courses are listed on this transcript, then we will adopt the same grades.
13. Is there a limit to the number of non-Yale courses I can apply toward my major requirements?

No.  As long as these courses appear on your transcript and you have received approval from the DUS to count them toward Political Science, then there is no limit to the number of non-Yale courses you can count toward your Political Science major requirements.

14. How can I tell what the field distribution is for a particular Political Science course?

To view a list of all of our courses sorted by field distribution, please click here http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html and scroll down to the bottom of that page.  Click on the link that says “List of Courses with Field Distributions.”  Courses are also organized by field distribution in the “Blue Book.”
15. Can I petition to change the field distribution of a Political Science course from, for example, American Government to International Relations?  
Yes.  In order to petition to change the field distribution of a Political Science course, please submit the “Change Field of Course” form found at http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  After the DUS has reviewed your petition, the DUS Assistant will email you regarding his or her decision.
16. How do I know if a Political Science course is a lecture or a seminar?

While this is not true in all cases, often when you view a seminar on OCI, it will say “Permission of instructor required.”  If you have any doubts, please contact the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu).

17. How do I get permission from an instructor to take his or her course?

We recommend that you contact the instructor directly via email.  Email addresses for our faculty can be found on the Yale Portal or on this site: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/faculty/index.html.
18. How does the pre-registration process work?
Several months before the beginning of a term, declared Political Science majors will receive the Pre-Registration email from the DUS Assistant.  Attached to this email will be a list that includes all of the seminars into which instructors will pre-register students in the upcoming term.  (Please note that this list will not include all of the seminars being offered that semester; not all seminar instructors choose to participate in pre-registration.)  Also attached to this email will be a form that allows majors to rank up to 4 seminars and petition for a spot in those courses.  

The instructors of those courses will review these forms and make their selections.  Please know that instructors can pre-register up to 8 majors in a seminar that is cross-listed with another department or offered as a graduate course.  Instructors can pre-register up to 12 majors in a seminar that is not cross-listed or offered as a graduate course.  Students can be pre-registered in no more than 2 seminars.  
Students will receive notification regarding which seminars they have been accepted into through pre-registration in the weeks preceding the beginning of the term.  Some students are not accepted into any seminars and we will let you know if that is the case.
To view a pre-registration timeline, please visit: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/preregistration.html.

19. I missed the pre-registration deadline.  Is this deadline flexible and can I still participate in pre-registration?

We’re sorry to say that the pre-registration deadline is not flexible.  Only students who are declared Political Science majors at the time the DUS Assistant sends the Pre-Registration email will be able to participate.  (For the fall semester, this email is sent in July; for the spring semester it is sent in November.)  If you were not able to participate, please see the next question.

20. If I do not get into a seminar through pre-registration, what should I do?
Please keep in mind that faculty only admit between 8-12 students through pre-registration out of a total of 18 slots.  This leaves slots open for students to pursue during Shopping Period.  We recommend that you broaden the list of seminars you would consider taking.  Then, attend the first session of these seminars, if possible, and explain your interest in wanting to take that course to the instructor.  You might also want to consider emailing that professor or going to visit him or her during Office Hours.  Be prepared to give good, substantive reasons why they should accept you, such as your past coursework, work experiences, and how this course will enhance your academic program.  It is not a good idea to ask an instructor to accept you because you have tried unsuccessfully to get into other seminars.
21. Does the Political Science department provide any funding for majors who, for example, wish to take on a project that will help advance their academic program?
The Department has funds available for sophomore and junior majors from the Frank M. Patterson fund to support summer research and Political Science-related internships.  For more information, please click here: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/funds.html.

22. I’d like to join the UAC (Undergraduate Advising Committee).  How do I do this?
In the beginning of the fall term, the DUS send an email to all Political Science majors requesting that students who are interested in joining the committee let us know.  The DUS will then let you know whether or not you have been admitted.  Please know that because the committee is limited in size, not everyone who expresses an interest will be on the committee.  Please click here for a current list of our UAC committee members: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/committee.html. 
ADVISING

23. Do I have to have an advisor?

All majors are strongly encouraged to have a faculty member in the Department as an advisor.
24. How do I find an appropriate faculty member in the Political Science major to advise me during my time at Yale?

Please consult the website for more information on advising: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/advising.html.  We also encourage students to look at the faculty bios (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/faculty/index.html) and to approach someone via email whose research and teaching interests overlap your own.  To see a list of faculty office hours, please consult this site: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/hours/index.html.

25. I am a Political Science major and I would like to have an advisor from outside of the Department.  How do I get approval for this?
The Political Science department prefers that its majors have an advisor within the Department.  However, in rare cases, exceptions have been made.  In order to get approval for this, please make an appointment to meet with the DUS.

DIRECTED READING COURSES
26. I’m planning to take a directed reading course.  What steps should I follow?

a. Complete the “Individual Reading for Majors” form on our website (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html) and attach a prospectus that describes the nature of the program and the readings to be covered.
b. Ask your advisor to review these documents and sign your form.
c. Click here (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/deadlines.html) to see when this paperwork is due.  Please know that you must submit hard copies to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  You will be informed via email if the DUS signed your form.  Your form will be filed here, so you do not need to pick it up.
d. Enroll in this class (PLSC 471 for the fall, PLSC 472 for the spring) on OCS.
IMPORTANT – NEW:  These courses now have electronic permission keys on them on OCS (which you will see in red).  In order to obtain a permission key, the DUS needs to approve your form.  This explains why the paperwork is due a few days before schedules are due.  Once this form has been approved, you will receive a green permission key online.  You will not be able to seal your schedule without this green key.

e. The DUS recommends that students who are doing independent courses like this one make a point of partnering with their advisor to create: 1) a schedule of meetings to discuss your progress, and 2) a series of deadlines for submitting outlines and drafts throughout the course of the semester.
f. At the end of the semester, the DUS Assistant will ask your advisor to submit your grade to him or her (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu).  The DUS Assistant will then submit your grade online.

27. When is my coursework due for my directed reading class?

The deadline to submit your coursework for PLSC 471 or PLSC 472 is the last day of Reading Period.  Only your dean can provide an extension on this deadline.

SENIOR ESSAYS
28. I’m planning to write my senior essay in a seminar.  How do I proceed?

As you know, you can write your essay in a Political Science seminar, but you must of course get the instructor’s permission and he or she should agree to advise you during the research and writing phase.  In order to make this official, please ask your instructor to sign your Senior Essay Prospectus form (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html) and submit it to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130). He or she will ask the DUS to sign your form.  You do not need to pick this form up.  Also, please know that if you do not hear back from us, your request to write your essay in that particular seminar has been approved.

Please click here for more important information about senior essays: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/senior_essay.html.

29. I’m planning to write my senior essay in PLSC 480 (One-Term Senior Essay).  How do I know if this is a good option for me?

The option to write your essay in PLSC 480 (One-Term Senior Essay) is an alternative for those of you who wish to devote a full semester of course work to the essay, cannot find a seminar pertinent to your topic, or are in seminars that do not require a large research paper.  It is highly recommended to discuss the PLSC 480 option with your advisor before the start of the semester in which you wish to do it.
Please click here for more important information about senior essays: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/senior_essay.html.

30. If I write my senior essay in PLSC 480 (One-Term Senior Essay), does this course count toward my major requirements?
Yes.  PLSC 480 counts as one of your term course credits; however, it does not count as a seminar.  In addition, please know that PLSC 480 does not have a field distribution assigned to it.  If you need this class to fulfill your field distribution requirement, please make an appointment to meet with the DUS.  (More information about how to do that can be found under Question 1.)  Also, if you are an Interdisciplinary Concentration major, you should know that your senior essay will count as one of your IDC courses, because it needs to be written in the field of your concentration.  

31. Do PLSC 480 (One-Term Senior Essay), PLSC 490 (The Senior Colloquium), and PLSC 491 (The Senior Essay) count as Political Science seminars?

PLSC 490 does count as a Political Science seminar; PSLC 480 and 491 do not.

32. Is it possible to write a senior essay in a lecture course instead of in a seminar?

No, the seminar requirement is one of the Department’s hard-and-fast rules.  If you would like to work with the professor teaching the lecture course, you might approach her or him about advising you in PLSC 480 while you audit the course.  Or you could still enroll in the lecture course, but in that case, any written work you produced for it would have to be substantially different from your senior essay.
33. What is the penalty for a late senior essay?
Please note that only residential college deans can authorize an extension.  A late essay, for which there is no authorized extension, is penalized one half letter grade (e.g., A to A-) for each three days the essay is late.
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATION (IDC) MAJORS

34. I’m planning on becoming an Interdisciplinary Concentration Major.  What are the steps I should take?

1) Review the requirements listed under “Interdisciplinary Concentration Major” on the Course Info & Program page found at: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.
2) You will need to take 7 courses total in your field of concentration.  (Remember to include your senior essay course in this total.)  As you begin this process, you may want to prepare a list of Political Science classes you've already taken (and some courses you will consider taking) that you would like to apply to your IDC.  4 of these courses must be PLSC courses.  Because you can petition to count up to 3 non-PLSC courses toward your concentration, you may also want to identify which courses you have taken outside of the Department (or will consider taking) that relate to your IDC.
3) Make an appointment to meet with the DUS.  In your meeting, he or she will consider whether or not to approve your IDC.  If your IDC is approved, he or she will indicate verbally which Political Science courses will count toward your IDC (there is no form for this).  At this time, the DUS can also help you formulate some ideas about which courses you may want to consider taking in the future.
4) To petition for non-PLSC courses to count toward your IDC, please complete the “Interdisciplinary Concentration” form (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html) and submit it to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  (Your IDC must be approved first before you submit this form.)
5) Please note that in order to count Political Science courses toward your IDC as you progress in your Interdisciplinary Concentration Major, you will need to meet with the DUS to get his or her official approval.  
35. As an Interdisciplinary Concentration (IDC) major, how many courses do I need to take total and how many courses do I need to take in my field of concentration?

IDC majors need to take 12 courses total.  7 of those courses (including the senior essay) need to be taken in your field of concentration.  

36. How many non-Political Science courses can I count toward my IDC major?
IDC majors may petition to have up to 3 non-Political Science courses count toward the total of 7 courses they need to complete the IDC.  (See Question 36 for more information.)  

IDC majors may also petition to have up to 2 DUS Approved Exceptions count toward the total of 12 courses they need to complete their major requirements.  These 2 courses can help satisfy your field distribution requirement.  (See Question 7 for more information.)  

37. How do I petition for non-Political Science courses to count toward my Interdisciplinary Concentration?  
If you have taken a course outside of the Political Science department (meaning it is not cross-listed with Political Science) and it had a Political Science focus and relates to your IDC, you can petition to have this course count toward your IDC.  

To petition for a class to count toward your IDC, please complete the “Interdisciplinary Concentration” form on the Department’s website (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html) and submit it (along with the appropriate syllabus) to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130).  You must submit hard copies.  You will be informed via email if the DUS signed your petition.  Your form will be filed here, so you do not need to pick it up.
38. When is the deadline to submit my IDC Exceptions form?

Seniors must submit their IDC Exceptions forms before spring recess begins in the final term of their enrollment.  There is no deadline for others: you can submit a IDC Exceptions form after you have taken a class, while you are taking a class, or before you have taken a class.

39. Is there a list of Interdisciplinary Concentrations and the non-Political Science courses that other IDC majors have applied toward their IDC?

Yes.  Please click here (http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html) to view that list.  Scroll down to the bottom of that page and click on the link that says “List of Interdisciplinary Concentrations and Courses.”  Also, please know that this list is not all-inclusive.

40. Is there a list of Political Science courses that other IDC majors have applied toward their IDC?

No.  There is no standard list from which to choose your IDC courses.  Each student must prepare their own list of courses and have it approved by the DUS.  There is, however, a sample list on the Department’s website that may give you some ideas.  Please click on the link for the “List of Interdisciplinary Concentrations and Courses” found here: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.
41. Can I do a concentration on one of the Department’s five subfields ((1) American Government, (2) Comparative Government, (3) International Relations, (4) Analytical Political Theory, and (5) Political Philosophy?)

The Department discourages students from selecting one of our 5 subfields as your concentration.  Standard Majors are encouraged to take any number of courses within the Department that focus on one subfield, so long as they satisfy the requirement of taking 2 courses in 3 of the 5 subfields.  The IDC major was designed to allow students to count courses from other majors toward their major and you can count up to 5 non-PLSC courses toward this type of major.  Please also keep in mind that the IDC does not appear on your transcript or your diploma.

42. Do the classes that count toward my IDC also help me fulfill my field distribution requirement?

No.  The classes that are designated toward your IDC no longer count toward your field distribution requirement.  In addition to the 7 courses that you need for your IDC, you need to take 2 courses in each of the 2 fields.  For example, you would need to take 2 American Government courses and 2 International Relations courses to fulfill your field distribution requirement.
43. Does my Interdisciplinary Concentration appear on my transcript or in any other written form?
No.  While your IDC does not appear on your transcript, it could be something that you choose to list on your resume or talk about in interviews with prospective employers.

44. Does my senior essay count as one of my 7 IDC courses?

Yes.  Please know your senior essay will count as one of your IDCs, because it needs to be written in the field of your concentration.
DOUBLE MAJORS

45. What are the requirements of the Double Major?

The requirements of the Double Major are the same as the requirements for the Standard Major.  Please see a list of those requirements here: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.

46. I’m planning to double major.  What process do I follow?

a. Review the requirements listed under “Standard Major” on the Course Info & Program page found at: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.
b. Meet with the DUS Assistant (no appointment necessary).  The DUS Assistant’s office is located in Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130.  He or she can talk with you about the requirements for the major and where you stand toward fulfilling those requirements.
c. Pick up a Double Major form from your Residential College Dean.  On your form (or on a separate piece of paper if you are still in the planning process), list of all of the courses you've taken in your primary major in one column and all of the courses you've taken in your secondary major in another column.  Please also list the courses you plan to take that will help you meet the requirements of each major, and indicate that you intend to take those classes on your form.
d. As you know, sometimes courses are cross-listed with several departments.  For each course, please list all of the course’s numbers (for example, PLSC 187/INTS373) and the title (for example, Terrorism and Counterterrorism).
e. When your Double Major form is complete, you can submit it to the DUS Assistant.  He or she will email you when your form has been signed and is ready to be picked up.  Once you have the signatures of both directors of undergraduate studies, you can submit your form to your Residential College Dean.
47. How many overlaps am I allowed to have between my two majors?
Double majors are allowed to have 2 overlaps.  If you have more than 2 overlaps, you will only be allowed to apply the additional overlaps to one major or the other.  Please indicate on your Double Major form which courses are your additional overlaps and which department they are counting toward.  You can also email this information to the DUS Assistant at undergrad.polisci@yale.edu.

This is important because if you decide not to count one or more of your Political Science courses toward your Political Science major, those courses can then no longer be used to fulfill any of your major requirements.  These courses do, however, count toward your chances of receiving distinction.

Overlapping courses may not include the senior essay or senior project, unless the essay or project is unusually substantial and represents at least the minimum essay or project requirements of both majors.  (See next question for more information.)

48. I want to write a joint senior essay between my 2 majors.  How do I get this approved?

In order to get approval to write a joint senior essay or project, you must submit an additional statement (as indicated on the Double Major form) that is countersigned by both directors of undergraduate studies and that shows how your essay or project will meet the minimum essay or project requirements of both majors.  Please attach this statement to your Double Major form.
Please know that if a single senior essay or project is approved for the 2 majors, no additional overlap in course credits is permitted.

49. If I have 2 overlaps between my 2 majors, am I still allowed to count non-Political Science courses toward my major requirements?

Yes.  The same rules for the Standard Major apply to the Double Major.  Pending DUS approval, Double Majors are also allowed to count up to 3 non-Political Science courses toward their major requirements provided those courses do not count toward the second major.  (For more information about how to petition for these courses, please see Question 7.)
50. If I put courses I plan on taking in the future on my Double Major form, am I required to then take those courses?

No.  The Double Major form is not binding.  We ask you to indicate which courses you plan on taking as a way of showing that you understand the requirements of both majors and how you plan to fulfill them.

51. What is the deadline for the Double Major form?

Double Major forms should not be submitted until your plans are definite, but no later than the due date for course schedules in your final term of enrollment.  Please submit your form to your Residential College Dean.  
Please know that we encourage students to stay in close contact with their 2 majors throughout their time at Yale to ensure they will meet all of the requirements.  It is especially important for students to consult with both departments before finalizing their Double Major form.

INTENSIVE MAJOR
52. I’m thinking about pursuing the Intensive Major.  How do I know if this is the right option for me?
The Intensive Major gives students the opportunity to undertake extensive research on a topic of interest.  If you are considering this option, please make an appointment to meet with the DUS to discuss this further.  (Please see Question 1 for more information on how to do this.)  

53. What are the requirements for the Intensive Major?

Intensive Majors must take PLSC 474 (Directed Reading and Research for Junior Intensive Majors) in the sixth term of their enrollment.  In the seventh term, the student takes PLSC 490 (The Senior Colloquium).  In the eighth term, the student takes PLSC 493 (Senior Essays for Intensive Majors).  All of the other requirements for the Intensive Major are identical to those for the Standard Major.  For more information, please visit: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.

54. What process do I follow to apply to the Intensive Major?

a. Review the requirements listed under “Intensive Major” on the Course Info & Program page found at: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/requirements.html.
b. Meet with the DUS.

c. Approach a faculty member to discuss your interest in this major and see if they would be willing to serve as your advisor.  This faculty member would ideally be someone whose courses you have taken and whose research and interest overlap your own.

d. Download the “Intensive Major Application” from the Political Science website: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/forms.html.  When you submit this application to the DUS Assistant (Rosenkranz Hall, Room 130), you will also need to attach your three-semester plan of study and your senior essay topic.  You will receive notification from the DUS Assistant as to whether or not the DUS approved your application.  Please know that admission is based on performance and promise.

e. Follow your three-semester plan while working closely with your advisor.  (You do not need to partner with the DUS throughout this time period.  However, he or she is available for guidance should you need it.)

55. When is the deadline to apply for the Intensive Major?

Juniors wishing to pursue the Intensive Major must check the Political Science website for the application deadline.  It is usually at the end of the third week in November, but for the exact date please visit: http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/deadlines.html.

DISTINCTION

56. Does Political Science calculate GPA within the major?

No, instead students may receive distinction in the major if they are eligible.

57. What do I need in order to qualify for distinction in the Political Science major?

Distinction may be awarded to students who have earned grades of A or A– in three-quarters of the credits in the major, with a grade of A or A– on the senior departmental examination, senior essay, or senior project.  All courses taken for the major are included in these calculations for Distinction in the Major.  Grades of F as well as marks of CR in courses taken on a Credit/D/Fail basis are included as non-A grades.  For more information, please visit this site: http://yalecollege.yale.edu/sites/default/files/distinction.pdf.

Please also click on this link (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/sites/default/files/calc_table.pdf) to assist in your calculations.
58. I took a Political Science course Credit/D/Fail.  Does that affect my chances of receiving distinction in the major?

Yes.  Courses taken Credit/D/Fail count as non-A grades when it comes time to calculate distinction in the major.  

59. If I take a course that is cross-listed with Political Science, but the course is listed on my transcript under another department’s course number, does it still count toward distinction in the Political Science major.

Yes.  Any course that is cross-listed with Political Science counts toward distinction in the major (regardless of how it appears on your transcript.)

60. If I take more than the 11 or 12 classes that I need to fulfill the major requirements, can I decide not to count the classes I took Credit/D/Fail or received non-A grades in for purposes of distinction?

No.  All courses in the major must be counted.  If a student has taken more courses than are required for the completion of the major, then all of his or her courses must still be taken into account.  A student may not be nominated on the basis of his or her 12 or 14 best grades; the performance in all courses taken in the major determines his or her eligibility.
61. If I get approval to count a non-Political Science class toward my major requirements, does that class affect my chances of receiving distinction?

Yes.  Because Political Science allows students to count related courses in other departments toward their major requirements (pending DUS approval), we also include these courses in our distinction calculations.  Please remember that seniors must submit their DUS and IDC Approved Exceptions forms before spring recess begins in the final term of their enrollment.  

62. If some of my DUS approved non-Political Science classes are considered excess (meaning I do not need them to fulfill the requirements of the major), do they still count toward distinction?

Yes.  We include all of your DUS approved exceptions in our distinction calculations, unless you indicate otherwise.  (Please see the next question.)
63. If I get approval to count a non-Political Science class toward my major requirements, but receive a non-A grade in the class, can I indicate that I do not want this course to affect my chances of receiving distinction in the major?  

Yes.  If you receive a non-A grade in one of your DUS approved non-Political Science courses, you can have this courses deleted from your file so that it does not affect your chances of receiving distinction.  Please know that in order for this course to be officially deleted from your file, seniors must communicate this information to the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu) before spring recess begins in the final term of their enrollment.  Please also know that once it is deleted, this course no longer counts toward fulfillment of your major requirements.

64. I am a transfer student.  Do my grades from my previous institution count toward distinction in my major?

Yes.  In order for non-Yale courses to count toward your Political Science major requirements, you must first get approval from the DUS.  More information about how to do this can be found under Question 11.  If the DUS approves these courses and you have submitted your grades for them to the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu), then those grades will be used in your distinction calculations.  If you do not provide these grades, they will be entered into your record for CR (credit), which are essentially non-A grades.
65. I took courses at another institution during my Junior Year or Term Abroad.  Do my grades from this institution count toward distinction in my major?
Yes.  In order for non-Yale courses to count toward your Political Science major requirements, you must first get approval from the DUS.  More information about how to do this can be found under Question 11.  If the DUS approves these courses and you have submitted your grades for them to the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu), then those grades will be used in your distinction calculations.  If you do not provide these grades, they will be entered into your record for CR (credit), which are essentially non-A grades.

This is also true for other non-Yale courses taken throughout your time at Yale.

66. I am deciding whether to write my senior essay in one term in PLSC 480 (the One-Term Senior Essay) or to write a year-long essay in PLSC 490/491 (The Senior Colloquium/The Senior Essay).  How would my grades in these classes factor into my distinction calculations?
PLSC 480, 490 and 491 all carry course credit, which means these courses are treated like any other when it comes to calculate distinction.  For example, if you receive an A or A- on your senior essay in PLSC 480, your grade on your essay is also your grade in that class.  This course then counts as one A grade and one course credit toward your total number of courses for distinction purposes. 
This is also true for PLSC 490 and PLSC 491.  If you earn an A or A- in PLSC 490 and 491, which each carry one term course credit, you will receive 2 A grades and 2 course credits toward your total number of courses for distinction purposes. 
67. I wrote my senior essay in a seminar.  How does my grade on the essay and my grade in the course factor into my distinction calculations?

Senior essays written in seminars do not carry course credit.  Let’s say you get an A or A- on your senior essay and an A or A- in the seminar.  (Remember that your grade on the essay is not necessarily your grade in the seminar, because there is potentially other graded coursework that counts toward your final grade in the seminar.)  The seminar automatically counts as one A grade and one course credit toward your total number of courses.  In addition, we add another A for your essay toward your total number of A grades and one course credit toward your total number of courses.  Thus, you get 2 As toward your total number of A grades and 2 course credits toward your total number of courses for distinction purposes.

Let’s say you got an A or A- on your essay, but a B+ in the seminar.  In this case, you get one A grade to count toward your total number of A grades and one course credit toward your total number of courses.  However, your seminar grade will count as a non-A grade.

Let’s say you get a B+ on your essay and an A in the seminar.  In this case you are disqualified from receiving distinction, because you must have an A or A- on your senior essay in order to qualify for distinction.
BA/MA PROGRAM
68. I’m thinking about pursuing the BA/MA program.  What steps should I follow?

Please contact the DUS Assistant (undergrad.polisci@yale.edu) for more information about this program.
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