
Memorandum and Agreement Regarding Senior Essays

If you are like most Yale students, the senior essay will be the longest writing project you have ever undertaken. With a frenzied, last-minute effort, you will be unable to produce twenty-five or so pages of quality writing. The key to writing a good senior essay is to start early, work steadily, and seek feedback well ahead of the final deadline.
For necessary and useful information on the senior essay from the office of the Director of Undergraduate Studies, you should read:
http://www.yale.edu/polisci/undergrad/docs/senior%20essay%20instructions.pdf.

Your responsibilities
Below I will ask you to select three deadlines. The first is for an essay proposal of no more than 1½ pages, single-spaced. Your proposal should identify a specific question, give a provisional answer to the question, and develop a specific plan of research. The 2nd and 3rd deadlines will be for drafts of the essay. By “draft,” I mean a complete essay, including all elements (introduction, body, conclusion, full references, etc.). If you cannot finish writing all of the elements by the deadline, you should outline the remaining sections so that I can see how you propose to fit together all of the pieces of the essay.
My responsibilities to you

If you meet the draft deadlines we have agreed upon, I will read and provide a combination of written and oral commentary on your proposal and two drafts of your essay. You can expect to receive my advice within 7-10 days unless otherwise notified.  If you do not meet these deadlines, I can make no guarantee that I will have time for adequate comments. You should come to see me at least once every three weeks during my office hours. 
You should be aware that it will not be possible for me to provide extensive and detailed feedback on entirely new material submitted during the last ten days or so before the final essay deadline. I have many other commitments, including other students, during that period.
Evaluation
While your chances of passing are very good, the bar for an A is quite high. The best Yale senior essays make exceptionally creative arguments or depend on extensive and sometimes original data collection or field research. It can be very difficult to meet this threshold unless you have begun to work on your project well ahead of the semester in which you actually write the essay. Students who have only a very general topic area in the first week of their senior essay semester rarely produce superlative papers. Although 
I will mainly grade you on substance, not style, poor writing and organization may lower your grade. Please consult a manual of style, or get assistance if you are at all concerned that this may be a problem.
Some specific requirements
Your essay (including your drafts) must have citations and a list of references. Your references list must be alphabetized. Use the Chicago Manual of Style author-date format. If you are not familiar with this approach, a primer is available here: http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago2.php. Quotations and other specific facts, data, and arguments from your sources must be accompanied by the page numbers from the original work.
Your essay must have page numbers.
Deadlines
Below are proposal and draft deadlines that you and I have agreed upon. It is your responsibility to meet regularly with me during my office hours or at other agreed upon times. The proposal deadline should fall no later than the end of the 3rd week of classes. The first draft deadline should be no more than six weeks prior to the final essay deadline; the second should be no more than three weeks prior to the deadline. Make a copy for your records and put the original in my mailbox in Rosenkranz Hall (or deliver it to me in person).
Proposal deadline:
____________________
First draft deadline: ____________________

Second draft deadline:
__________________
I have read this memorandum, and agree to the deadlines above. I have also read all the information on the senior essay on the departmental website.

Signature: ______________________________Date: _____________

