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In order to prepare for certification in the field of Political Economy, students
should take PLSC 517 and at least two other courses from among the ten or so that are
offered in the department. We highly recommend that students preparing for certification
in this field take the exam, rather than the paper option. We have divided the reading list
into eight categories. There will be some choice on the exam. The general philosophy is
that the courses inform the reading list, which in turn informs the exam.

There is a difference between the Political Economy and Formal Theory fields.
Both fields study literature in which modeling is an important technique. Political
Economy students are expected to understand the models and their uses, but not to have a
mastery in constructing and analyzing complex models. That further degree of mastery
is, however, expected of formal theory students.

A list of political economy courses currently taught—although not all every
year—from which the two elective courses can be chosen appears below. This list will
change over the years.

PLSC 575 Political Competition (J. Roemer)

PLSC 736 Formal Models of Comparative Politics (T. Dunning)

PLSC 721 Political Economy of Institutions and Development (A. Debs)

PLSC 795 Models of Political Economy (J. Fox, S. Cho)

PLSC 693 International Political Economy(K. Scheve)

PLSC 725 Political Economy (E. Washington)

PLSC 595 Theories of Distributive Justice (J. Roemer)

PLSC 714 Corruption, Economic Development, and Democracy (S. Rose-Ackerman)

PLSC 802 Collective Action and Choice (J. Fox)
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