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Jean Elizabeth Krasno 
46 Gilbert St. 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 
Email: jean.krasno@yale.edu 

work:  
Distinguished Fellow, International Security Studies, Yale University, 31 Hillhouse Ave, 
P.O.Box 208353, New Haven, CT 06520; Tel: (203) 432-9372; Fax: (203) 432-6250 
 
Lecturer in Political Science and Associate Research Scientist, Yale University 
 
Director, Multilateralism and International Organization Initiative, Colin Powell Center for 
Policy Studies, the City College of New York  
 
Adjunct Professor, International Relations, the City College of New York 
 
 
Professional Work Experience : 
1996 - present Associate Research Scientist and Lecturer in Political Science at Yale 

University;  
2003 – present Distinguished Fellow, International Security Studies, Yale University 
2006 - present Director, Multilateralism and International Organization Initiative, Colin 

Powell Center for Policy Studies, and Adjunct Assistant Professor, City 
College of New York 

2004 –2006 The Yolanda Moses Scholar, Colin Powell Center for Policy Studies, 
CCNY, and Adjunct professor City College of New York 

2003- 2005 Visiting Assistant Professor, Government Department, Wesleyan 
University  

1995 - 2005 Associate, United Nations Studies at Yale 
1998 - 2003 Executive Director, Academic Council on the United Nations System, 

headquartered at Yale University 
1997 - 2005  Deputy Director, Yale United Nations Oral History Project 
1993 - 1995  Adjunct lecturer, Political Science, Hunter College 
1993 - 1995 Program Officer, Peacekeeping and Collective Security at 

Parliamentarians for Global Action, New York 
1993  Adjunct lecturer, Political Science, City College of New York  
1992   Research associate, the writing of Javier Pérez de Cuéllar’s memoirs 
1989 - 1992  Researcher, Yale University’s Institution for Social and Policy Studies; 
   conducting an oral history of the United Nations 
1988 - 1989  Teaching Assistant, CUNY Graduate Center, Political Science Department 
1985 - 1990  Core group planning committee, War Risk Reduction Project, Yale 
   University’s International Security Program 
1988 - 1990  Research assistant, Wagner Institute for Urban Policy Studies; helped 
   organize and monitor two large election studies 
1985 - 1986  Research assistant, Fund for Peace 
1985 - 1990 Member of steering committee for New Canaan Coalition for Nuclear 

Arms Control 
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Education: 
1994 PhD.: City University of New York Graduate Center, major: International 

Politics; minor: Comparative Politics; emphasis in Political Psychology, 
dissertation topic: political thinking on nuclear issues in Brazil; received 
designation of “Distinction” on the comprehensive exams and orals for the 
PhD.  
Awarded a University fellowship. 

 
1967   Stanford University, M.A. degree in Art 

Leventritt Foundation Fellow 
 
1965   University of Illinois, B.F.A. in Art 

Graduated summa cum laude; Phi Kappa Phi for high achievement in the 
Fine Arts; Bronze tablet for highest academic honors; Edmund James 
Scholar honors program; Bates Scholarship award for four years. 

 
Other Honors :   

Recieved a $100,000 grant from the United Nations Foundation to 
organize and publish the papers of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
April 2006 
 
Recieved a $100,000 grant from the MacArthur Foundation to organize 
and publish the papers of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, February 
2006 
Received the Ruth Steinkraus-Cohen Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Women of Connecticut, March 2003. 
 
Appeared on CBS Evening News with Dan Rather; interviewed by David 
Martin on situation in Iraq: Friday, December 6, 2002. 
 
Appeared on PBS Jim Lehrer News Hour, live interview with Margaret 
Warner on the situation in Iraq: Monday, December 9, 2002. 
 
United States Institute of Peace (USIP) grant to write a book on the United 
Nations Special Commission to investigate Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction, grant period Jan. 2000 – June 2001 

 
   Mellon Foundation award to produce a book in Portuguese on the United  
    Nations, summer 1999 
 
   United States Information Agency award: visiting scholar, Pontifical 

Catholic University, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, September 1998. 
 
Yale University Library Grant, summer 1997, for the purpose of 
developing an on-line simulation, political crisis game for interaction with 
a course on the United Nations 
 
Rockefeller Foundation grant to attend the Latin American Seminar on 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation, Argentina, April 1994. 
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Scholarship award to attend WIIS (Women in International Security) 
seminar in Maryland in July 1990; presented a paper on Brazil’s nuclear 
program. 
 
Travel award, Ralph Bunche Institute, April 1989, to attend a conference 
on United Nations Collective Security in Warsaw, Poland. 

 
Publications :  
 “The Uniting for Peace Resolution: And Other Ways of Circumventing 

the Authority of the Security Council,” in Bruce Cronin and Ian Hurd, 
eds., The UN Security Council and the Politics of International Authority 
(London: Routledge, 2008). 

 
 “Constructing a More Representative UN Security Council,” Yale Journal 

of International Affairs, Volume 1, Issue 2, Winter/Spring 2006. 
 

A Public Opinion Survey in Burundi on the Work of ONUB, conducted in 
February/March 2006, a publication of the UN Best Practices Section of 
the Department of Peacekeeping Operations; www.un.org. 

 
A Public Opinion Survey in Liberia on the Work of UNMIL, February 
2006, a publication of the UN Best Practices Section of the Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations; www.un.org. 

 
A Public Opinion Survey in Sierra Leone on the Work of UNAMSIL, April 
2005, a publication of the UN Best Pracrtices Section of the Department 
of Peacekeeping Operations; www.un.org. 

   
"The Middle East and Iraq," in A Global Agenda: Issues Before the United 
Nations: 2005-2006," Angela Drakulich (ed.), 2005, New York: Published 
by the United Nations Association of the United States of America. 

  
 The "Grand Bargain:" A Proposal for Security Council Reform, by Jean 

Krasno, in UN Chronicle, Volume XLI, Number 3, September-November 
2004. 

 
 The United Nations: Confronting the Challenges of a Global Society, 

Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004; Krasno conceived of the idea for the 
book, secured the grant to commission the expert authors, wrote several of 
the chapters, and is the sole editor. 

  
The United Nations and Iraq: Defanging the Viper, 2003, co-authors: Jean 
E. Krasno and James S. Sutterlin, Praeger Publishers, Westport, Ct., 
February 2003. (a book on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction and the 
UN’s role in disarming Iraq’s arsenal) 

 
 Leveraging for Success in United Nations Peace Operations, 2003, Eds: 

Jean E. Krasno, Don Daniel, and Bradd Hayes, Praeger Publishers, 
Westport, CT., September 2003. (a book on UN peacekeeping operations 
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and the use of leverage to achieve success)  Krasno conceived of the idea 
for the book and has written two of the chapters, the introduction, and 
conclusion. 

 
 Sierra Leone: Rebuilding a Torn Society (2005), a 30-minute documentary 

film on the civil war in Sierra Leone and the role the UN peacekeeping 
operation (UNAMSIL) has played in rebuilding the country, directed and 
produced by Jean Krasno. 

 
 Uncertain Soil: the Story of United Nations Peacekeeping (2004), a 1 hour 

and 50-minute documentary film covering the history of UN peacekeeping 
from 1948 through 2004, with on-site footage and historic film footage 
from the UN's film library, directed and produced by Jean Krasno. 

 
 Informal Ad Hoc Groupings of States and the Workings of the United 

Nations. 2002, co-authored with Jochen Prantl (Oxford University) and 
Jean Krasno, an occasional paper published by the Academic Council on 
the United Nations System (ACUNS) as a part of a series entitled: 
“International Relations Studies and the United Nations.” 

    
The Founding of the United Nations: International Cooperation as an 
Evolutionary Process. 2001, an occasional paper published by the 
Academic Council on the United Nations System (ACUNS) as a part of a 
series entitled: “International Relations Studies and the United Nations.”  
 
“The United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) Experience.” 2001, 
co-authors: Jean Krasno and James S. Sutterlin, in Controlling Weapons of 
Mass Destruction: Findings from USIP-Sponsored Projects, edited by 
Deepa M. Ollapally, United States Institute of Peace, Washington, D.C. 
 
Out of the Ashes of War: the Founding of the United Nations, 2002, a 50-
minute film about the founding of the United Nations based on research 
done by Jean Krasno and the Yale-UN Oral History Project; Jean Krasno 
was the producer and conceptual director of the film. 
 
A Organizaçao das Nações Unidas, 1999, book by Jean Krasno, author; 
Jordano Quaglia, editor, Yale University Reprographic Imaging Services, 
written in Portuguese from a series of lectures given in Rio de Janeiro. 

 
“Brazil,” in Robert Chase, Emily Hill, and Paul Kennedy, The Pivotal 
States: A new framework for U.S. policy in the developing world.  New 
York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1999. 

 
“Friends of the Secretary-General : A Useful Tool,” an occasional 
working paper commissioned by the Carnegie Commission for Preventing 
Deadly Conflict, Spring 1998. 
 
“Democratizing the United Nations,” Democratization, Fall 1996 
 
“Brazil’s Secret Nuclear ‘Parallel Program,’” Orbis, Summer 1994. 
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“Brazil, Argentina Make it Official,” Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, April 
1992.  An article on the agreement between Brazil and Argentina and the 
IAEA. 
 

 
 
Professional experience: a narrative: 

My teaching includes courses on the United Nations and Collective Security, 
International Organizations, International Law, Peacemaking and Negotiation, United Nations 
Peacekeeping and International Security.  I have been teaching at Yale University as a Lecturer 
since the spring 1996. 

In addition to being appointed at City College as the Yolanda Moses Scholar in 2004 and 
now Director of the Multilateralism and International Organization Initiative of the Colin Powell 
Center, I am also a Distinguished Fellow at International Security Studies at Yale University 
where I am conducting research and writing on international politics, international organization, 
and international law.  I am currently the principal investigator of a joint project between Yale 
University and the City College of New York to organize and publish the papers of UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan.   

In 2005 and 2006, I have conducted research for the Best Practices Section of  the UN 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations through which I carried out a series of Public Opinion 
Surveys in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Burundi to gather the opinions of the general public 
toward the work of the UN peacekeeping missions deployed in their countries.  These 
publications are on the UN's website. 

From 1998 to July 2003, I served as the Executive Director of the Academic Council on 
the United Nations System (ACUNS), headquartered at Yale University.  Created in 1987, 
ACUNS is a membership organization of some 900 academics and practitioners who focus on 
international issues and the United Nations and is governed by a Board of Directors.  During that 
period, I planned and organized annual international conferences and organized a series of two-
week workshops each summer over a period of 6 years in cooperation with the American Society 
of International Law (ASIL) in which we continued to develop a greater interdisciplinary 
relationship between international law and international politics.  The workshops focused on 
human rights, humanitarian intervention, and UN peacekeeping efforts at mediation and 
reconciliation. 

I have produced and directed a ducmentary film on the history of United Nations 
peacekeeping called Uncertain Soil: The Story of United Nations Peacekeeping.  This one hour 
and 50 minute film uses original footage as well as UN archival film along with video interviews 
of key experts to tell the story.  I also produced a film on the founding of the United Nations 
based on the oral history interviews conducted through the Yale project and the writing of the 
occasional paper on the founding of the UN.  I collected photos for the film which almost 
exclusively utilizes still photos taken in 1944 - 45 at Dumbarton Oaks, San Francisco, and other 
locations.  Both films are available through ACUNS. 

Before coming to Yale University, I was program officer for United Nations 
Peacekeeping and Collective Security at Parliamentarians for Global Action, an NGO 
headquartered in New York City.  There I worked with members of parliament from around the 
world on issues related to the UN and peacekeeping.  At Global Action, I organized a project in 
conflict resolution training for members of parliament in South Asia.  We worked in consultation 
with the Harvard Project on Conflict Resolution with Ms. Eileen Babbitt and with the Children’s 
Aid Society with William Weisberg.  We held a planning meeting of the Steering committee of 



 6

regional leaders to launch the project in May 1994 and we held the first in a series of conflict 
resolution workshops in South Asia in the Maldives in May 1995.  I was responsible for all the 
planning and for directing the workshops. 


