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House approves AIDS Bill

The House voted 308-116 to more than triple, to
$50 billion a year over the next five years, the
money available for a program fighting AIDS,
malaria and tuberculosis in Africa and other
stricken areas of the world.

About $41 billion of the $50 billion would be
devoted to AIDS, significantly expanding a
program credited with saving more than 1 million
lives in Africa alone in the largest U.S. investment
ever against a single disease. The White House
said the program is supporting treatment for
about 1.45 million people and is on track to meet
its goals of backing treatment for 2 million,
preventing 7 million new infections and provid-
ing care for 10 million, including orphans and
vulnerable children.

http://www.journalgazette.net/apps/pbcs.dll/arti
cle?AlD=/20080403/NEWS10/804030304/1005/N
EWS10

Drug Makers Near Old Goal: A
Legal Shield

For years, Johnson & Johnson obscured evidence
that its popular Ortho Evra birth control patch
delivered much more estrogen than standard
birth control pills, potentially increasing the risk
of blood clots and strokes, according to internal
company documents.

But because the Food and Drug Administration
approved the patch, the company is arguing in
court that it cannot be sued by women who claim
that they were injured by the product — even
though its old label inaccurately described the
amount of estrogen it released.

This legal argument is
called pre-emption. After
decades of being dismissed
by courts, the tactic now
appears to be on the verge
of success, lawyers for
plaintils and drug compa-
nies say.

The Bush administration has argued strongly in
favor of the doctrine, which holds that the F.D.A. is
the only agency with enough expertise to regulate
drug makers and that its decisions should not be
second-guessed by courts. The Supreme Court is to
rule on a case next term that could make pre-
emption a legal standard for drug cases. The court
already ruled in February that many suits against
the makers of medical devices like pacemakers are
pre-empted.

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/06/washington/
06patch.html?rhealth

Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of
2007
A bill to prohibit discrimination on the basis of
genetic information with respect to health insur-
ance and employment.

Climate Stewardship and Innovation Act of 2007
A bill to provide for a program to accelerate the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the
United States by establishing a market-driven
system of greenhouse gas tradeable allowances,
to support the deployment of new climate
change-related technologies, and to ensure
benefits to consumers from the trading in such
allowances, and for other purposes.

HOPE Act
A bill to intensify research to derive human
pluripotent stem cell lines.

Low Carbon Economy Act of 2007
A bill to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the
production and use of energy, and for other
purposes.

Human Cloning Ban and Stem Cell Research
Protection Act of 2007
A bill to prohibit human cloning and protect stem
cell research.

National Science Foundation Authorization Act of
2007

A bill to invest in innovation through research and

development, and to improve the competitiveness of

the United States.

Track current legislation and votes by
e-mail:

http://capwiz.com/votenote/vn/







