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1• •• Research Introduction and background 
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During the past 20 years, the Dongba culture of the Naxi ethnic group has become a hot topic 
among international and Chinese academics. The revival and commodification of the Dongba 
rituals, pictographs and so on have become one of the most important components in the 
implementation of the government’s strategy to establish a “Great Culture Province” in Yunnan. It 
is significant that in the 1950s, this tradition was considered by the state as “feudal superstition” 
and “mouldy dross”, while now it is seen as “the treasure of the national culture” and “a pillar 
industry”. From these quotations, one can see that official identifications of Dongba culture have 
changed. These official identifications have interacted with indigenous identifications in a variety 
of ways as politics and economics have changed in the region. Since 2000, the researcher has been 
invovled together with local people in efforts to revive aspects of the Dongba culture in two sites 
(funded by the Ford Foundation). 

 
2• •••Research Aim• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••• 
   In order to understand the perceptions of stakeholders of the revival of the Dongba culture, this 
research will examine the perceptions of a variety of groups (including local and outside artists, 
businessmen, craftsmen and government officials), and their roles in the revival process. The 
focus will be on stakeholders in the activities in the two sites of the above-mentioned project. 
 

3• ••••••••Research questions• 
3.1 How has government policy toward the Dongba culture changed over the last 20 years, 
and what factors have led to the current revival of Dongba culture? 
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3.2 What is the perception of various stakeholders and the motivation of those stakeholders 
who are involved in the current Dongba cultural revival in the two sites? 
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3.3 Who are the various beneficiaries of the current revival of Dongba culture?  
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3.4 what has been the function and impacts of the ‘Great Culture Province’ program?  
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4• ••••••••••methods for each research question• 
 
4.1 Analysis of historical and folk documents as well as oral materials; 
 
4.2. ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Utilize past ethnographic data and do more fieldwork; 
 
4.3•••••••••••••••••• PRA •••••••• 
Utilizing the existing data of fieldwork and do more interviews. 
 

 
 


