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Perfiles

JESSICA FAIETA Esta ecuatoriana fue una de las manos derechas del ex secretario
de las Naciones Unidas, Kofi Anman, y ha cumplido misiones para la organizacicn en
cinco paises. Ahora es la representante de la ONU en Il Sabador.

Costestz ONU

B “ Nunca he podido decir no. Siempre estuve dispuesta a
asumir muchas responsabilidades, que se han convertido en
retos a veces demasiado grandes, pero no me he limitado™.

comespomalen Nuva Yo ¢ LIDERES

rubiccionf@lickresomline com

ofi Annan. ¢x scerelario

general de las Naciones

Unidas, tuvo muchos bra-

zos derechos durante sus

dos administraciones. Uno de cllos,

en ¢l piso 38, fue Jéssica Faicta, la

ecuatoriana que llegé al puesto

mds allo dentro del sistema general
de Naciones Unidas (ONU).

Desde la oficina contigua a la de

Annan. laicta crala jefa de Gabine-

te de Mark Malloch Brown, ¢l po-

deroso subsecretario general. Antes

de llegar a la oficina oval del plane-

ta, donde se intentan resolver desde

¢l hambre hasta las guemas, clla va

venia de cumplir misiones: enco-
mendadas a cinco paises, entre
cllos Cuba, Panamd y Argentina.
Iin Cuba le tocd lidiar con la
siempre conflictiva relacién con
LaL5.UU. v con los huracancs. Lin
Panamd, su nombre estd en la lista
de los personajes mis prominentes,
que trabajaron para el traspaso del
canal a las autoridades panameiias;
micntras en Argentina se involuerd
en tratar las crisis mds contempord-
nea: la quicbra cconéimica dcrgzu’s
gaucho en el 2001 y la salida del
presidente Femando de la Ria.
Luego dio el salto a las oficinas
principales de la ONU en Nueva
York v, en el 2003, colaboré en una
salida al conflicto de Iraq. “Fueron

——

aios intensos y dificiles, pero fue
un privilegio v un aprendizaje”, re-
cuerda Faieta desde sus actuales
oficinas en San Salvador.

Ahora s la representante general
de la ONU para Il Salvador y Beli-
ce v, en agosto, apenas le quedaba
tiempo para buscar ayuda y llevara
donde las victimas del huracdn
Dean. En Belice monté su carpa
de emergencia y cosechd alegria:
“Los daios solo fucron materiales,
pues no se perdio ni una vida. Pero
es un pafs tan chiquito y con pocos
recursos, que ¢l impacto econdmi-
coy el retroceso han sido grandes”™

Segtin el embajador ecuatoriano
en Washington. Luis Gallegos,
ONU ticne una oficina de mucha
trascendencia en Fl Salvador, dedi-
cada a trabajar por el desarrollo y
por la integracion del pais tras los
largos anos de la guema. “Jésica es
la persona ideal para esa mision.
porque conoce los procesos socia-
les v politicos. v sabe bien como tra-
baja la ONU para avanzar en la
causa de la paz”. Ademis. para el
Lmbajador “es una brillante profe-
sional, altamente estimada entre
sus colegas. y que siem-
pre cstuvo alenta para

La ONU deposito su confianza en ella

Programa World Fellows, dela Uni-
versidad de Yale (EF.UU) lainclu-
vera en la lista de las 15 promesas
del 2006, para que compartiera sus
expericncias y se nutra de olras.

I'ntre quienes comparticron con
ella la mesa del debate y de andlisis
durante ¢l semestre en Yale, estu-
vieron: Gatachew Alemu, director
de la Oficina de Propiedad Intelec-
tual de Ltiopfa: Xenefon Avlonitis,
lider de la Comision que controla
¢l mercado v ¢l dinero en Grecig
Saleh Barakat, director de la galeria
de Arte Agail en Beirut, y periodis-
tas y gerentes de compaiias.

“Jéssica es el tipo de persona con
¢l perfil académico y profesional
que buscamos para traera Yale. Flla
fue una de nuestras escogidas por
su excelente capacidad de lideraz-
0", comenta Joao Aleixo, director
asociado de la oficina de Asuntos
Intemacionales de Yale, quien aspi-
ra a que mids ccualorianos exitosos
puedan ser parte de este programa
intensivo anual para lideres del
mundo. Ellos pucden venir desde
cl sector piiblico, privado; de las
ONG, del mundo del arte, de la li-
teratura, del periodismo,
de laacademia...

- LA ECONOMISTA .

adelantar gestiones refe- quE APORTA AL Su nombre parece estar
rentes a Ecuador”. MUNDODESDE  destinado a vivir en el to-

Acostumbrada a ser  LAONU bogdn del mundo y clla
testigo de situaciones al no se queja. Fsti acos-
limite, Faicta fue partici-  MTiene dosmaes-  tumbrada-es misle gusta
pe de hechos histéricos  frias: en Adminis-  lo que hace- pues en la
como la cxplosion de  tracionde Empre-  ONU ya lleva 16 anos. Y,
una bomba en Bagdad, sasyotraenRela-  cn ese contesto, ser parte
que maté a 32 de sus co- ciones Intemacio-  de World Fellows fue co-
legas. Ademis, fuc parti-  nales, enUniversi- - mo una especic de corte
cipe de la tarcas que per- - dad de Columbia.  paravolver al mundo aca-
siguen los objetivos del - MEn ltalia, curséun — démico. “El - programa
milenio. Fn todos esos posgradoenDesa-  nos dio la oportunidad de
momentos, clla ha con-  molio Econémico,  refrescarnos vy actualizar-
tado con informacién de  becadaporelGo-  nos en el pensamiento de
primera  mano, pero  bierno italiano. tanta altura y de compar-

también con propucstas.

Los momentos de transicion en-
tre Annan v el nuevo secretario ge-
neral, Ban Ki-Moon, también la tu-
vicron como parte del equipo que
liderd ¢l cambio, por pedida de las
mismas autoridades.

Sin embargo, por vivir en cl cpi-
centro de la ONU, no le han dejado
tiempo para preocuparse de su lado
personal, su familia. Pero, si deja
ticmpo para visitar a su familia cn
Quito una o dos veees al ano. “No
he perdido los vinculos con mi pais
~dice- me siento muy ceuatoriana,
soy muy apegada al Feuador y losi-
go siempre a través de las noticias y
de mis padres que viven alld™.

Isa es la vision que sus padres le
inculcaron, aunque también lamo-
tivaron a aprender idiomas y le fi-
nanciaron su primera macstria. Ha-
bla espaial, inglés, italiano, francés.
entiende bien portugués y un poco
de ruso. Asimismo, laicta ticne su-
ficiente materia prima para ser Ii-
der, por eso no es casualidad que el

tir. I£s0 mic atrajo”.

Faicta se cuenta entre las privile-
giadas estudiantes que compartie-
ron experiencias con profesores de
pensamicnlo contempordnco. co-
mo Paul Kennedy y Charles Hill, asi
como disfrutar de charlas en Yale
con Limesto Zedillo, ex presidente
de México. Para clla. este ejercicio
académico le permite: “Estar mds
cerca de la gente, donde ¢l trabajo
de la ONU se siente ms real”.

Ahora, en Fl Salvador, contribuye
al proceso de integracion de un
pais que, [5 anos después de la gue-
1, sigue fracturado y con muchas
inequidades. Pero ella sabe que to-
da su carrera en la ONU ha sido
una continua toma de riesgos.

“Nunca he podido decir no.
Siempre estuve dispuesta a asumir
muchas responsabilidades, que se
han convertido en retos a veces de-
masiado grandes, pero no me he li-
mitado y sicmpre he encontrado al-
guien que me haapoyandoy me ha
ido abriendo puertas”.

@CYAN ®MAGENTA
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JESSICA FAIETA was one of former United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s
right-hands. Hailing from Ecuador, Faieta has carried out U.N. missions in five
countries and is now the U.N.’s representative in El Salvador.

U.N. Placed Its Trust in Faieta

Photo caption: “I’ve never been able to say no. I’ve always been willing to take on
numerous responsibilities that can be big —sometimes too big— challenges, but I haven’t
restrained myself.”

Source: U.N.

Olga Imbaquingo, ’
New York Correspondent / LIDERES
redaccion@lideresonline.com

Kofi Annan, former United Nations (U.N.) Secretary-General, had many right-
hand staff members during his two administrations. One of them, on floor 38, was Jessica
Faieta, the highest-climbing Ecuadorian within the United Nations (UN) system.

In her office adjoining Annan’s, Faieta was head of powerful Deputy Secretary-
General Mark Malloch Brown’s cabinet. Before landing in the world’s oval office where
issues from hunger to wars are faced down, Faieta had already carried out missions in
five countries, including Cuba, Panama, and Argentina.

In Cuba, she tackled the ever-present conflicts with the U.S. as well as hurricanes.
In Panama, her name tops the list of most prominent people working to hand the canal
over to Panamanian authorities. In Argentina, she confronted a more modern-day crisis:
the country’s 2001 financial breakdown and President Fernando de la Rua’s hasty
departure from office.

Faieta then switched to U.N.’s central offices in New York where, in 2003, she
aided in finding a way out of the Iraq conflict. “Those were intense, tough years, but it
was a privilege and learning experience,” Faieta reminisces in her present-day office in
San Salvador.

Now the general U.N. representative for El Salvador and Belize, she barely had
time in August to seek aid for Hurricane Dean victims. In Belize, she set up her
emergency tent and reaped positive spirits: “The damage was only material, we didn’t
lose a single life. But in such a small country strapped for resources, the economic impact
and set-back has been significant.”

According to the Ecuadorian ambassador in Washington, Luis Gallegos, the U.N.
office in El Salvador is extremely important as it works to promote development and
bring the country together following the long, war-stricken years. “Jessica is the ideal
person for the mission since she understands the social and political processes and knows



how the U.N. works toward reaching peace.” The ambassador also comments that she is a
“brilliant professional, highly regarded among her colleagues and was always ready to
bring forward issues related to Ecuador.”

Accustomed to extreme situations, Faieta has taken part in historic events like the
Baghdad bombing, which killed 32 of her colleagues. She has also worked toward
completing the goals set out in the Millennium Development Goals. In all these cases,
Faieta has relied upon first-hand information and come up with solid proposals.

During the transition between Annan and the new Secretary General, Ban Ki-
moon, she served as part of the task force that led the change in administration, at the
request of Annan and Ki-moon.

Living at the heart of the U.N., however, has not left her much time for her
personal life or her family. She still visits her family in Quito once or twice a year,
commenting “I haven’t lost touch with my country. I am very much an Ecuadorian and
am aware of what happens there. I stay up-to-date about current events through the news
and my parents.”

Her parents instilled this philosophy within her as they also encouraged her to
learn different languages and financed her first Masters degree. Faieta speaks Spanish,
English, Italian, French, as well as understands Portuguese and a little bit of Russian.
Given this background, she clearly has the resources to be a leader and it comes as no
surprise that U.S.-based Yale University’s World Fellows Program included her in the list
of 18 promises of 2006 to share her own experiences while learning about others.

During the semester at Yale, she debated and worked with Gatachew Alemu,
director of Ethiopia’s Intellectual Property Office; Xenefon Avlonitis, head of the
commission controlling the Greek market and currency; Saleh Barakat, director of the
Agail Art Gallery in Beirut; and journalists and business leaders.

“Jessica is the type of person with the academic and professional profile that we
aim to bring to Yale. She was one of our choices because of her excellent leadership
capacity,” comments Joao Aleixo, associate director of the Yale Office of International
Affairs. Aleixo hopes that other successful Ecuadorians can be part of this annual
intensive program for world leaders. They can be from the public or private sector, from
NGOs, the worlds of art, literature, journalism, or the academia, among others.

Her name seems destined to be in the world’s fast-lane —and she is not
complaining. She is used it and, moreover, likes what she does; her sixteen years at the
U.N. attest to that. The World Fellows Program is an opportunity to return to the
academic world. “The program gave us the chance to take a refresher course, catch up on
contemporary thinking, and share experiences. That’s what drew me to it.”

Faieta is one of the privileged students who shared experiences with
contemporary-thinking professors like Paul Kennedy and Charles Hill, as well as attend
Yale-sponsored talks with former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo. This academic
experience allowed Faieta to “come closer to people, making the U.N.’s work feel more
real.”

Now, in El Salvador, Faieta is working to bring together a country that, 15 years
after the war, is still divided and highly unequal. But she knows that her career at the
U.N. has been an endless string of risks.

“I’ve never been able to say no. I’ve always been willing to take on numerous
responsibilities that can be big —sometimes too big— challenges, but I haven’t restrained



myself and I’ve always been able to find someone who would support me and open doors
for me.”

Center callout: THE U.N. ECONOMIST WHO HELPS THE WORLD

e She holds an MBA as well as a Masters in International Relations from Columbia
University.

e In Italy, she took postgraduate studies in Economic Development, sponsored by
the Italian government.



