
Music Theory Placement Test FAQ 
 
 

A. Wh a t courses are covered b y t he Music T heor y Place me n t Test? 
 
T his ha nd-out list ing Depa rt me nt of Music under g r ad u ate m usic cou rses 
su m m a r izes ou r int roductor y  t heor y  a nd m usicia nship sequence and explains 
place ment options for st udents wishin g to t ake u nder g r ad u ate m usic t heor y  a t  
Ya le.  The Music T heor y Place me nt Test w ill put yo u in a m usic t heor y  cou rse 
a nd in a m usicia nship cou rse accordin g to y o u r skill le vels in m usic t heor y a nd 
m usicia nship. 
 
B. When/where will t he results of t he Music T heory Place men t Test be 
posted? 
 
T he resul ts of t he Music T heor y Place me nt  Test will be a v a i lable on classesV 2 a 
da y or t wo after t he test .  Log-in to classesV 2 a nd look for t he Music Theory & 
Musicianship Placement Notification Site.   Go to: ht tp://classes v 2 . y a le .ed u 
 
C. Who takes our t heor y a nd m usicia nship courses? 
 
• St uden ts in terested in t he technical  founda t ions of m usic:  All st udents, 
reg a rdless of m ajor, a re welco me to t ake ou r u nder g r ad u ate m usic t heor y  a nd 
m usicia nship cou rses. 
 
• St uden ts wishi ng to ta ke upper-level undergrad ua te m usic t heor y 
courses in t he Depart me n t of Music:  Al l of ou r cou rses a t t he 3 00 a nd 40 0 
le ve l requi re t he abilit y to read m usic, an d so me requi re Music 2 1 1 a  or b and/or 
Music 2 1 9 a or b. See indi v id u al cou rse desc riptions a t t he online YCPS for det ails. 
 
•St uden ts wishing to take perform a nce lessons for credi t: In order to 
qualif y for Music 3 6 0 and Music 3 6 1 (indiv id u al inst r u ction in perfor m a n ce), 
st udents m ust t ake (or m ust h a v e co mplet ed) t wo 200-le ve l m usic-t heor y  
cou rses.    Questions?  Cont act sa rit a .k wok@ y ale .edu 
 

1 .  Music 360: fi rst ter m of perfor m a n ce in st r u ction - after or conc u r rent l y 
w it h Music 2 0 5 a or b or Music 2 1 0 a or b. 
 
2 . Music 361: second ter m of perfor m a n ce inst r u ction - after or conc u r rent l y 
w it h Music 2 1 0 a or b or Music 2 1 1 a or b; pre requisite - Music 3 6 0 . 

 
• Prospecti ve m usic m ajors: Co mpletion of Music 2 1 1 a or b and 2 1 9 a or b (or 
place ment out of t he m v i a t he Music T heor y Place ment Test) a re required for 
ent r y  in to t he Music m ajor. 
 
D. Wh a t t heory course fits you? 
 
• Music 110: You ca n’t read m usic not ation or h a v e onl y v a g ue and u nce rt ai n 
ideas about it , m a y be f ro m so me self-st udy  or a few ye a rs of m usic lessons in 
ele ment a r y  sc hool. You could ha v e experience pla y i n g an inst r u m e nt or singin g, 
but h a v e done so “b y ea r. ”  Questions? Cont act Prof. Ric h a rd Lalli a t: 
r ic h a rd.lalli@ y ale.edu  
 
• Music 205: You ca n read m usic in t reble a nd/or bass clefs, and h a v e experience 
pla y i n g an inst r u m e nt or singin g b y  readin g not ation . You m a y h a v e lea r ned 
about ke y  sig n at u res, scales, in ter v a ls, an d chords along t he w a y , b ut need so me 



re v ie w. You’re in terested in st ren gt he ni n g yo u r u nderst a ndin g of basic m usica l 
m a t e rials and proced u res, as well as in t r a inin g yo u r ea r to hea r t he m . You m a y 
or m a y not be interested in bein g a m usic m a jor, but yo u w a n t to lea r n t heor y in 
a disciplined and s yste m at ic w a y t h at  will  en ric h yo u r experience as a l istene r 
a nd st ren gt he n yo u r skills as a perfor me r.   Questions?  Cont act Prof. Bria n Kane 
a t: bria n .k a ne@ y ale.edu 
 
• Music 210: You’ ve h ad prior a nd recent t r a i n in g in m usic t heor y  t h rou g h a cou rse 
a t a prepa r a tor y  di vision of a m usic school, or pri v a t e st ud y . You ca n read t reble 
a nd bass clefs fluentl y , a nd kno w ke y sign at u res, scales, in ter v a ls, chords, and 
Rom a n n u m e r als. You m a y h a v e done som e co mposition as well. You’re in te rested 
in more ad v a n ced st ud y of dia tonic h a r mon y (incl udin g melod y h a r monization a nd 
fig u red bass realization) , cou nte rpoint, an d for m , a nd t heir pr act ica l applicat ion 
t h rou g h model co mposition . Questions?  Cont act  Prof. Rich a rd Coh n at: 
rich a rd.cohn @ y a le.edu 
 
• Music 211: You’ ve t ake n a nd m astered a full college- or conser v a tor y-le ve l 
cou rse t h at co ve rs t he fu nda me nt a ls of ton al h a r mon y , cou nterpoint , and for m , 
a nd a re inte rested in more ad v a n ced st udy  of tonal s y n t a x (incl udin g a n 
int roduct ion to ch ro m a t ic h a r mon y ) and its pract ica l applicat ions t h rou g h 
model co mposition, perfor m a n ce , and an a l y t ic al l istenin g. Q uestions?  Cont act  
Prof. Pat rick McCreless at: pa t rick. mccreless@ y a le.edu 
 
 
E. Wha t m usicia nship course fits you? 
 
• Music 218: You h a v e no or l itt le experien ce in dict a tion, sig h t-singin g, a u r a l 
a n a l ysis, a nd t he rea lization of ha r mo nic prog ressions a t t he ke y boa rd, or yo u 
need significa nt wor k in t hese skills. Quest ions? Cont act Prof. Sa ri t a K wok at 
sarit a .k wok@ y ale .edu 
 
• Music 219: You h a v e experience in t hese skills, but  could use a not he r se mester 
of work before reac hin g t he le vel we expect of people w ho h a v e st udied t heor y  to 
t he Music 2 1 1 a  or b le ve l. Q uestions? Cont act Prof. Sa ri t a K wok at 
sarit a .k wok@ y ale .edu 
 
F. Wha t’s t his place me n t test for? 
 
We w a nt to find out ho w st ron g yo u r prepa r a t ion is and ho w well you’ ve re t ai ned 
a n y pre v io us st ud y of m usic t heor y .  The Music T heor y Place me nt Test is 
designed to t ake about 4 5  m i n u tes to an h our if you c hoose to do all pa rts, 
a l t hou g h yo u m a y t a ke up to 90 mi n u tes to co mplete it .  We also w a nt to assess 
y o u r pr act ica l m usicia nship skills, w hic h w e will do on t he basis of indi v id u al 
m eetin gs wit h yo u w he n yo u h a v e co mpleted t he w rit ten test . 
 
 
G. Sti ll h a ve questions? 
 
E-mai l: 
 
Prof. Pat rick McCreless at: pa t rick.mccreless@ ya le.ed u 
Prof. Rich a rd Cohn: richa rd.cohn @ ya le.ed u 
 


